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Festival shows arts for everybody

back mare than you give. Just nsk

Lauric Herman, a music therapist
teaching students with disabilities at
Oakland Technieal Center-Southeast
in Royal Onk.

For the last elght months she's
worked to prepare the singers fora
performance at the VSA Arts Festival
12:40 p.m, Priday, May 2, at Livonia
Mall.

On Friday and Saturday, May 2-3,
the Southeast Reglon Committee of
VSA arts of Michigan showcase 200
performers and exhibit works by
Michigan artists with mental and
physical disabitities,

Asa festival volunteer for the lnst
eight years I can speak from the heart.
In addition to giving children and
adults with disnbllitics the opportunity
10 perform, the annunl event allows
children of all abilities to drw or make
projects in thme for Mother's Day.

‘The festival is also a good time to
find out what VSA arts is el about.
Founded hy Jean Kennedy Smith in
conjunction with the Kennedy Center
f?r t{a? Performing Arts in

i t's true what they say about getting
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Unda
{ Chomln |

ing to the music of performers such as
Herman's students. They'ro looking
forward to presenting I'd Like to
Teach the World to Sing.

AWESOME JOB

Herman snys she has an awesome
Job which incorporates her love of
‘music. Giving worka both ways. In
return for helping students express
themselves, Herman has the chance to
sing, dance and watch her students
grow through the arts. You can't nsk
for more than that from a job,

“Thesc kids can be overlooked,” said
Herman who has brought students to
the festival for the last three years.
“They have natural talents and abilities
ns well as any other student, They love

D.C., VSA s art,
music and dance therapy seasions
throughout the year in schools ranging
from Pontlac to Birmingham, Livonia
and Detroit.

Weekly art scasions help children
and adults with disabllities express
themselves - and have fun. But with-
out the featival studenta wouldn't be
given the opportunity to sing, dance
or play chimes in front of an nudi-

ence.

Thiaycar I'll be there helping with
art activitica and sclling T-shirts sport-
inx s violin drawn by ‘Tom Willls, an

ult artlst from The Art Experlence
studla §n Pontiac, In between all of the
volunteers will be clapping and mov-

Merling Trio spotlights new jazz work

The Merling Trio returns to

Uchimurn, plano, and Renata

ing. Muslc gives them greater
freedam of expression.

*“They're excited about the festival.
They've been practicing and Jearning
to take bows. At the end they smile
be;nuse they know they've done a good
job?

Those smiles are what keep myself
and the rest of our committee - dnnce
therapist Cindy Babcock of Royal Onk;
munic therapist Margasct Full,
Blrmingham; art therapist Ronda
Music, Weat Bloemfield, Connie Latt,
Northville, and our president Jody
Stark, Detroit = coming back yent after
year. Of course we couldn't put on the
festival without the Livonia Mall.
They've made us fecl welcome and

the Vivace bimu ap.m. Knifie, vln]ln.Jnurb.uslu Tom  VIVACE SERIES
i‘,’;:;‘,,’;}:‘,’,;,,:ﬁ,;,“;k o Kalflejoins them for the Proto g Presenls the Merling Tro
ruﬁng,ﬁun :'_{mx. tectl m}-‘ohrmcd in r}gss.ﬁn}he' Merling  Inthe final concert of the season
orm an eclectic 0 have performed through-
program that Includes Joseph  out the U.S,, Canoda, Great ¥hen: 8 pm. Saturday, May 3
Haydn's Plano Trion Cninor,  Britain, and Asia. The trio Where: Birmingham Temple,
Argentine poser Astor arein B 2861 W12 Mite Road,
n270]la’s Do Las Cuatry ‘Western Michigan University, N "
Esulclaua P;m]en:i }md a . Eml are ;3‘ |lu; {_m:ulliyi ot ) Farmington Hills
newly commissioned jazz worl ncore School for Strings an Tickets: $18, §15 senlors and
by Amerlcan compaser Frank the Lancut Festival in Poland. y
Froto, The concert will be followed  Students Call (243) 788-9338
The trio Is composed of by an afterglow with an oppor- 0 {248) 6611348 N
Bruce Uchlmurn, cello; Susan tunity to meet the performers. ___...__.__.__I
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¥SA ARTS FESTIVAL

What: Southeast Region Committee of
VSA arts of Michigan presents its
annual testival featuring 200 singers,
dancers and performers with disabili-
ties, an art exhibit, and hands on activ-
ities for children. The festival kicks off
Livona Mati's Cetebration of the Arts
May 417

When: 10 a.m, to 2 p.m. Friday, May 2.
noon to 3 p.m. Saturday, May 3. See
sidebar for May 417 performances

Where; Livonia Mall, Seven Mile Road
at Middlebelt. Calt {248) 476:1160 for
information.

helped in every way they could for the
past three years.

Murketing director Bobbi Gelmaa
and her stafT are enthusiastic s
ers of the arts, The VSA festivi
off the mall's fourth annual Celebrate
the Arts (May 4-17) spotlighting local
talent,

‘Throughout the year the mall spon-
sors a variety of performances includ-
ing plays by Livonia Youth Theatre. In
the past they've showeased the work of
local artists in the Grassroots Gallery
which Gelinan hopes to reopen in the
near future,

*VSA s an integral part of whnt we
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Celebrate National Music Week

Here's what's happening an the
Sei age at Livonia Mall,
Seven Mile Road at Middlebelt
during the Cammunity
Celebration of National Music
Weck, For more informntion, call
(248) +76-1160,

Sunday, May 4
3:30 p.m. Charlene Berry, dul-
cimer

Manday, May &

1:30 p.m. Senfor Gospel Choir
fromn Joseph Walker-William
Recreation Center in Detroit
2:30 p.m. The Strotters Senior
Dance Group from the rec center

Tuesday, May 6

12:30 p.m, Gary Cooper, saxo-
phone

% pom, Marjorie Van Hoy, com-
poser and panist

Wednesday, May 7

12:40 aum, ‘Fhe Three Shades of
Gold, jazz trio

& p.m. Vocals, flute and piano by
Susic, Annemarie and Peter
Hensoldt

7 p.m. Silver Strings, dulcimer
ensemble

‘Thursday, May 8
2 p.m. Aln Mode, barbershap
uartet

Priday, May 9
Noon C.J. Nodus, medley of
Broadwny favorites

believe - the arts all § .
Gelman. “They're for everybody.”

Know of an Interesting story? all
Observer & Eccentricans repocler

Linda Ann Chomin at (734) 953-2145 o
send e-mail to (chomin®oe homecomem.net,

Saturday, May 10
4 p.m. Arhor Opera ‘Tlicatre
& p.m. Mike Dunn, banjo

Sunday, May 11 ) q
Mother's Day - no performances &
Monday, May 12

2 p.m. C.J. Nodus, medley of
Broadway favorites

Tuesday, May 13 »
12:30 p.m. Gary Cooper, saxo-
phone

5 p.m. Marjoric Van Hoy, com-
poser and pianist

Wednesday, May 14

11:90 n.m. Ladywood High

Schuol Orchestra

2 p.m, C.J. Nodus, medley of 2
Brondway favorites

6 p.m. Detroit Fine and
Pecforming Arts Middle School
Band & Orchestra

Thursday, May 15

11 a.m, Birminghnm Musicale
String Ensemble

11:45 n.m. Ladywood High Schoaly
Chorus

2 p.m. Clarenceville Middle
Schoa) Show Choir

7 p.m. Renaissance Barbershop
Quartct

Friday, May 16

11:30 n.m. The Three Shades of
Gold

1 p.m. Clarenceville High School
Choraliers

4 p.m, Maria DiCinco and stu-
dents, piano N .

6 p.m. Connie Randal! and
Friends, piano and vocals

Saturday, May 17
3 p.n. Arhor Opera Thentre
6 p.m. Mike Dunn, banjo
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UNIVERSITY MUSICAL SOCIETY
B1H ANNUAL Farp HONORS PROGRAM

Christopher
Parkening

Saturday, May 3, 6 PM.

Rackham Anditorium &
Power Center ® Ann Arbor

Chelstopher Parkening petforms an

4%

Honoring

abbreviated recital of guitar masteeworks
from the 20th century, followed by a UMS
tribute to his career, with video fisotage,
Interviews, and special puests, Raritone
Jubilat Sykes, who has performed recital programs
with Christopher Parkening focused on
.;anl\ American companers, witl also be featurel.

o

The Ford M oumt Pogram & make poniile by Fomd Awor Comgune

734.764.2538
WWW.AUMS.Og

Allynxeeh henefic the UMS Education
and Avdience Developenent Progoam.
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