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Local Democrats seek support for drug plan

8Y DAK WEST
STAFE WRITER

State Democrats, including State Rep.
Aldo Vagnozzi (D-Farmington Hills), are
trying to recruit public support in a cam~
paign that's being billed as a war against
the phurmaceutical industry.

Senior citizens - some of whom have to
decide between food and needed prescrip-
tions with their [imited income - continue
to beg tawmakers for help in dealing with
their ever-escalating prescription drug
and health insurance bills. At a town hall
meeting in Southfield Wednesday, State
Rep. Paul Condino called their struggle
the state’s and nation’s most important
domestic issue, About a dozen seniors
attended Monday’s meeting.

“This is not only an attempt to reduce
costs for seniars, but this is a serious
attack on the pharmaceutical industry -
the most profitable industry in the world,”
said Candino, a farmer Southficld eity
councilman.

Condino and colleague Vagnozzi met
with local seniors at the Southfield Civic
Center on Monday to pitch Vagnozzi's plan
to combine all of Michigan's and the
Midwest’s prescription purchases
direct them to Canada where these drugs

are as much as 50 percent less.

Evenif suchalaw was nppmved the
state legisk thel. 1

edged there are other possible bureancrat-
ic struggles. They would bave to see if the
law meets Federal Drug Administration
laws that regulate eross-border trade.
Also, some U.S. drug companies may boy-
cott shipping products to Canada to ¢ie-
suchalaw.
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Southfield retiree Irv Ray attended
Monday's forum hoping to find a solution
to his skyrocketing E jth insurance costs.
Over the past 10 years, Ray said his annual
co-pay for health Insurance has climbed

g m
State Rep. Alda Vagnozzi, O~ Farmington Hills, tatks
with Southfield residents Joan Kotestivo and lrving
Ray at Monday’s town hatl meeting.

from $300 to $1,500, and his prescription
drug co-pay for brand name drugs bas
climbed from $10 to $20 each.

“I'm in the riddle of a drug cost dilem-
mn.nndlha\mnbeﬂuﬂnn many other

_seniors I know,” Ray said. “1 have a health

insurance policy from my former employer,
bul lhry keep :fvuppmg awayatit t:ﬁfl

V ozzi's bill, introduced in January, is
hunnflmmrdbythe House Health Policy
Committec.

Southfield was the third in Vagnozzi’s
tour through Mi s targest cities to
pitch his plan. He plans to visit at least 10
towns to mmlt statewide support of his

plan. Democrats, like Vngnmr'
Condmo. are in the minority party which is

'¥'m shocked hy soame of the bis peo- |
ple pay. mm&mdkm '
from peopte. We want fo hear bow
they're struggling so we caa comvinee
peopfe in Lansing. People shookdn't

have to trave! across the border to find |
affordable preseription diugs.’
mmlaﬁn l
bumping heads with the Repsibli )

majority on polma to provide presmpnon
drug cost relief.

*I'm shocked by some of the billa people .
pay, Vagnozzi said. “We want testimony  :
and fetters from pecple. We wanttohear
hawthzy‘msuughngsowemwnﬂnce .
people in Lansing. .
'Pcop!c shouldn't have to travel across ¢
véhr: border to find affordable preseription

cnt, Condino said, must  *

ﬁnd nwwyto help the estimated 1.4 million »
Michiganders who have little or no insur- .
ance assisance to pay for needed p- .
tion drugs that cost o” rates. -

“We believe there is somethingwecan
do;” Condino said. “This is about peopie’s
lives, yet there is no compassion or where-

lhai‘ the pharmaceutical industry to
:v:aeupmklx umre fair pricing” :

Condino and V: said thelr efforts -
to find prescription d.rumli:f will go N
bez*undl.aml ng. They plan to lobb; Mer- !
d {awmakers in Washington with .
ideas.
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Mother’s Day

CHEF MARCO CONTE INVITES YOU TO

ce]ebrateinStyle

AT FARMINGTON HILLS F

MANOR

SUNDAY, May 11, 2003
11:00 AM. — 3:30 pMm.
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special afternoon of international
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