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Richnrd Bernstein wouldn't
be who he Is today without
Recording for the Blind &
Dyslexic,

“fhe Farmington Hills attor-
ney and newly clected member
of the Wayne State University
Board of Governors has hur-
dled the obstacles blindness
challenged him with and
exeelled in life. His success
springs in no small part from
the service RFB&D has provid-
ed him with nearly his entire
life.

“Every single book I've ever
read comes from here,” he said.
*This was my lifelinc.”

Becnstein, 28, can barely
contain his enthusiasm when
he talks about RFB&D, which
has its Michigan studio in
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Attorney Richard Bernsteln Cleft) tatks with state Sen. Glida Jacobs and Wayne

County Executive Robert Ficano Monday at Troy-based Recording for the Blind

5 Dyslexic.
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fread and

. The Bir ham resi-
dent said he owes his eduea-
tion to the nonprofit agency,
where volunteers work almost
invisibly recording textbooks
and other reading material
requested.

1t's painstaking work, but
volunteer readers and imoni-
tors are committed to the
effort, which fills a need that
no other organization or gov-
crnment agency currently pro-
vides.

On Monday, RFB&D
marked the beginning of
Recording for the Blind &
Dyslexic Week (April 28-May
3) with o gathering that
thanked agency volunteers and
let celebrity renders see first-
hand how printed words are

compact discs for loan to users.

“We have to say ‘thank you'
to the volunteers,” Bernstein
said, “Thank you for all the
hard work you do.”

At RFB&D's Troy studio —
an unassuming building set
back from Rochester Road
near the Sylvan Glen golf
course — volunteers produced
5,960 hours of taped text last
year,

‘The agency has 165 volun-
teers who work in teams to
deliver free texts for more than
7,000 Michigan members,
kindergarten through graduate
school.

Readers record their text in
2 soundproof booth while

!
check for correct pronuncia-
tion,
Bernstein saluted RFB&D
volunteers and applauded their

. commitment to “faceless” peo-

ple they'll likely never seé or
hear from. He said volunteers
allow people like himself“the
opportunity to experience the
world" and open educational
doors that otherwise would
remain locked.

“Your will allows disabled
people to overcome their
obstacles,” he said.
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“Troy is home to one of 31
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Agency celebrates ‘learning through

Farmington Hills attoraey Richard Bernsteln,
qaln an education. 'This was my liftfine.’ he sa

in 1948 as Recording for the
Blind in order to help blinded
World War Il veterans obtain,
educations under the G.1. Bi
In 1995, the agency changed
its name to Recording for the
Blind & Dyslexicto more
closely reflect the diverse pop-
ulation it serves. Today, more ‘
than 75 percent of audio text-
book users have a learning dis-
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ability.

Althoug its primary mis-
sion — learning through lis-
tening — hnso't changed,
RFB&D is evolving. Troy's stu-
dio is in the midst of upgrad-
ing its technology from analog
booths to new digital recording
stations. Going digital will
improve accessibility nnd
sound quality for users and
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blind since birth, says Recording fo the Bllnd & Dyslexic enabled himto
Id Monday as the Troy agency paused to honor its volunteers.

allow textbooks to be placed on
one compact disc instead of .
muftiple cassette tapes.

‘Ihe ngency has already con-
verted four of its booths to dig-
ital, but has five more stations
to go. At a cost of $15,000
ench, the transition is no easy

k.

tas

“This unit has entered nn
interesting period in its histo-
1y said Richard Ktona, incom-
ing chairman of RFB&D's
board of dircctors.

Even as the agency aims nt
upgrading its technology, it is
rebounding from = major cut
in funding from ita primary
benefactor, The United Way.
Ktona said the financial situ-
ation not so long ege was 80
dire the agency faced going
under.

Hawever, RFB&D is now
taking matters into its own
hands and has embarked on a
series of fund-raisers that wilt
make the ngency more finan-
cially independent.

“It's kind of a big corner
we're turning,” Ktona sald. "We
decided to take the ball and
run with it, That's the exclting
part”

In nddition to this week's
annual Record-A<Thon, where
voluntecrs collect pledges for
recording hundreds of hours
of text, RFB&D is holding a
Bowl-A-Thon May 16 at Troy
Lanes and a golf outing July
21 at Bdgewood Country Club
fn Commerce Township,

Ktona is optimistic about
the agency's future and enthu-
siastic about the service lt(;x:-
vides. “This work needs to
done,” hie sald.

Ktonu, an accountant, got
involved with RFD&D n cou-

- ple of years ngo. A Troy resl-

dent, he hod passed the
ngency's Rochester Road
building fi
wondered what it was, He
dropped in one day to see
what it was il sbout and is
now among ita biggest beost-

ers.

*1'm just hupyy to be here at
all;” e aald. *It’s just a neat
unit, I'm glnd to be associated
wus- n unit that's on ils way

up.’

Ktona aaid RFB&D isa
great arganization to volun-
teer with and éan accommo-

and specinltics.

‘The ngency can always use
more monitors and readers
and help with administrative
duties. Training Is provided.

Beyond attracting mere vol-
unteers, REB&D wanta to
spreard the word about {ts
work and reach out to those
who could benefit from
recorded texts. X

“We want to raise awareness ©
of our services,” sald Catla
Reeb, the nﬁency‘n executive:
director. “A lot of peoplc who
need services don't even know
about us”

Recording for the Blind & Dyslexicis
holding an open house 2+4 p.an.
Saturday, Nay 3, The public Is invited
to come and tour the agency's Troy
facility. RFBSD 1§ located 8t 5400 -

Road.

its upcoming fund-ralsers, cal (248}
BIS-0101. .
qguinkelmandos homcomairat "
218)9012500

Rochester Road, scuth of Square Lake
For mare Information about RFBED oF
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