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Cranbrook Institute of Science observes total lunar eclipse

BY LiXDA ANN CHOMIN s
STAFF WRITER 0
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Jeffery Buss isn't anticipat-
ing any voleanoes disrupting
the view of a total lunar eclipse
(11:18 p.m.) Thursday, May 15,
30 he's especially busy planning
n hoat of activities for star gaz-
crs it Cranbrook Institute of
Science in Bloomfield Hilla.

Last time the rare event
occurred, Cranbrook's astrono-
my director couldn’t even see
the moon as it l“m.w:d through
the carth's shadow, But thia
total lunar eclipse {a going to
be different.

On any day of the week local
planetariums and observato-
ries are good places to learn
about what's going on in the
sky (Sce related story below).
‘At Cranbrook, Digistar I1 tech-
nology allows Bass and his
staff to project the star field
and moon onto the ceiling of
the darkened planctarium the-

ater and take audicnces of all Bloomfleld Hills.

ages on virtunl réality tours
around the universe. Before
even stepping outside to view a
night sky burating with stars,
planets and galaxies, they hear
facts nbout the moon = that it
maves 2,100 miles an hour and
n Junor eclipse is preceded or
followed by a solar eclipse
because the alignment holds
for 2 weeks.

On May 15, audiences will

Learn abo

tearn about the rare total lunar
eclipse in the Planctarium
before golng on to view the
event outdoors or through the
G-inch refractory telescope in
the Observatory.

“we'll have even bigger tele-
scopes outside so there will be
ample telescope viewing
opportunitles,” sald Bass.
“There's a sense of voodoo
whenever we plan an cvent,

We're hoping for a nice night.
Although we'll have telescopes
outside you don't need one to
watch the eclipse. The moon
will be a coppery red not black
unless the carth’s atmosphere
is dirty from pollution or vol-
canic eruption then it will be
black. In ancient times the
eclipse struck fear into the

ople when the moon turned

lood red.”

STEVECANTRILE } STAFE PHOTOLRAHIR

Jeffery Bass looks through the 6-inch relractory telescope In the Observatory at Cranbrook Institute of Sclence In

Bnas could go on talking nbout
the moon and stars forever.
Tronically he didn't earn his
degree {n astronomy nt the
Unlversity of Mlchigan where he
studied the subject and worked
in the planetarium, It was a doc-
torate in music from the Ann
Arbor university that help=d him
Iand the job as Cranbrook’s
director of astronomy and
Planetarium 16 years ago.

PLARETARIUMS

B Cranbrook Institute of
Science, Astronomy Day V-4
p.m. Saturday, May 10. Total
\unar eclipse activities 8 p.m.
to 1 a.m. {planetarium shows 8
pm, and 9 p.m) Thursday, May
15, Call {877) 4627262 or visit
the Web site at
www.cranbrook.edu

B Detroit Science Center,
Astronomy Day 10:30 am.to 6
p.m., Saturday, May 10. Call
(313) 5T7-8400 0F *
www.detroifsciencecenter.org

& University of Michigan
Exhibit Museum of Natural
History. Call (734) 764-0478,
(734) 763-6085 (recorded
message) of visit the Web site
at wwwexhibits Jsa.umich.edu/

“Cranbrook needed some-
one to produce planctarium
shows and I'm n compaoser,”
said Bass, “I writc n lot of
music for shows. For The Sky
Tonight: Mars and Worlds

Beyond program-f used & vari-
cty of styles from apaccy to
techne sound to change the
mood so we don't have o
slecpy planctarium show.
That's the fun thing about this
job. We try to deliver science
information in an Interesting
way. Otherwise it's a dry text-
book experience.

“The next cool thing ls view-
ing Mars which has been the
closest to earth in 73,000
years, We produce our own
shows and a live sky for Mars
and Worlds Beyond (B p.m.
Friday, 12:30 p.m. and 3 p.m.
Saturday-Sunday May 23 to
Sept. 1) to show what’s going
on in the current night aky”

The Planctarium at
Cranbrook Institute of Science
offers a number of weekend
programs for stargazers age 3
and up, For more information
on planetarium shows and sky
updates visit the Web site at
wwv.cranbrook.edu. The site
nlso provides links to
Michigan astronomy clubs and
NASA.

“Qur Universe Tonight &
WSKY is a fictitious radio
show for age 5 and up with
interplanctary traffic reports
and a call in session with Dr.
Cosmos (8 p.m. Friday, 12:30
p.m. and 3 p.m. Satarday-
Sundny through May 18),” sald
Bass. “It's kind of like fireworks
sct to music”

BY LINOA AHH CHOMIN
STASF WRITER

Star gazers don't hove to travel very far to
learn about the nighttime sky. Planctariums at
the Detrolt Science Center, Cranbrook
Institute of Sclence in Bloomficld Hills, and
University of Michigan'a Exhibit Muscum of
Natural History, Ann Arbor, offer regular
shows and specln! events.

On Astronomy Day Saturday, May 10, the
Cranbrook sclence museum and Detroit
Science Center have scheduled activities
includi viewing, At Cranbrook visi-
tors can register to win a telescope from Rider's
Hobby Shop in Livonin.

“We'll be looking at the sun with filtees if the
weather 13 clear and give tours of the observa-
tory," snid Jeffery Bass, Cranbrook's
Observatory and Plonctarium director. “we'll
have multi-media Planetarium shows includ-
ing one for ages 3 to 5 with Frankic the Fleefly.
There's plenty of cool stuff for all ages.”

DETROIT SCIENCE CENTER

Ford Astronomical Club will also hiave solar
telescopes set up outside so Detroit Science
Center visitors can Jook at the sun during
Astrononiy Dny.

“we'll be making s grent crater on the sci-
ence stage,” snid Todd Slisher, director of the-
aters at the seience center. *We'll have make

" und take projects to'ereate your own constel-

lntions.”

Slisher is especinlly proud of the programs
shown in the 116-scat Planetarium which
opened Dee, 8, 2001 in the center. The 83.8
million planetarium theater offess some of the
latest technology including Digistar 11, the
Intest in star projectors,

“The reason it's so spectacular is we don't
just do the star fleld,” said Slisher who earned
degrees in astronomy and physics from the
University of Michigan and worked in the

ut sky at

planctarium there, * It's 3 dimensional so we
can fly you from Earth to the Orion
Consteflation. We have full dome graphics
provided by over 60 projectors plus video and
atlila and special effects, There's quite a mix of
medln used to project these shows.”

All of that technology went into creating

ocal planetariums

\want to encourage people to become involved
whether you just go out and gaze or buy expen-
sive cquipment or declde to become a research
astronomer. Planetariums educate people and
get them fnterested in the selence whether they
simply want to gaze at the nighttime skies or go
onto work at NASA with the Hubble

one of the most dramatic P1 shows
ever secn - Night of the Titanic which is run-
ning in conjunction with the Titanle exhibit
and IMAX movle Titanica through Sunday,
Sept. 7. Over 200 artifacts recovered from the
shipwreek ate on display in the exhibit,

|

U-M EXHIBST KUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY
Like Slisher, Matthew Linke is telling audi-
I d e University of

Spring is the best time of year to see the most
famous pattern in the sky, the Big Dipper.

Linke Invites atargazers to the Planetarium
to join Phread and Phooey, twa Martians,
who sre sent to Earth to explore the sky.

Linke will also be talking about the tatal lunar
eclipse during the Saturday-Sunday planctari-
um shows. .

*The eclipse is rather dramatic;” said Linke.
“"We talk u{wut it before because [ think it's
more Important to know It's golng to happen
and w'hcn, and that unlike solar eclipses it'’s

ences at the P n
higan Exhibit M of Natural History

*The Planctarlum show has an
impnet,” said Slisher. *It covers the science of
why it went down but gives you the feeling
you were there.”

On alighter note, Spring Skits investigates
the constellntions 2 p.m, and 4 p.m. \\'ac’iduys
through Friday, June 20, niternating with
Night of the Titanic st 1 pan. and 3 pm,
weekdays and almost hourly on weckends
through Sunday, Sept. 7.

“Spring Skies features a tot of galaxica
because you can see a lot of galaxies in the
spring skics if you have a telescape,” said
Slisher. "We teach them to star hop and use
the blg dlgpcr to find diffcrent constellations
like Leo the Lion. Jupiter is in the nighttime
sky right now. In fact Juplter is the brightest
besides the moon right now. In Spring Skies
we fly out to the stars. There are a huge num-
ber of galaxica like No. 151, also known as the
Whirlpoo! galaxy all clustered together where
two galaxies collided and interacted.”

In addition to public shows, the Detroit
Sclence Center offers seven different shows for
school groups to help kids explore the skies.

“We wnnt to ralse nwareness about our
nighttime skies and that we're losing them to
llgﬁu pollution because of all the building
golng up.” said Slisher, “The sky is beautiful,
something everyone can enjoy. Al you need is
your eyes.

“Astronomy is something wonderful, We

about spring skies through Sunday, June 8.

1y safe to look at.
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