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Busy workers keep Cranbrook buzzing

Cranbrook Gardens.

Cranbrook’s Spring Plant
Sale is scheduled noon to 8
p.m. Tuesday, May 13,and 9

Thinp are really buzzing at

entrance to
Cranbrook
Gardens is at
380 Lone Pine
Road, just west
of Cranbrook
Road in

fold

Gardens Auxiliary, and you
may wish to join an: me a
part of a great group of people.

“There are two sections: the
House and the Gardens.

The House section conducts
fund-raisers for the upkeep of
the house, carpets, art work,
furniture, etc. The Gardens

A children’s shopping area
again will be open. Unusoal
garden items and books will be
offered at the Thistle Shop.

The wildflawer rescue team
goes to areas that are designat-
ed for renewa] and suves the
wildflower plants that would
otherwise be plowed under
and d 1 |

New Concept in Ecological
Gardening, wifl be presented
at 6 p.m. May 13 by Lillian
Dean, coordinator of SOCWA's
Healthy Lawn and Gardens
Program. You won't want to
miss this informative tatk.
Rain garden plar ts will be sold
at the perennial area.

section keeps the g h

and gardens in tiptop condi-
tion and conducts plant sales
for funds for the upkeep of the
gardens.

There are places for volun-
teers in the office, library, gate-
house and other areas; even a
small i of time is

Hills. Park at

Marty the Chrilst
Figley Church loton
—‘—] Lone Pine

Road across from the gardens
and take a free shuttle to and
from the sale.

‘Why the buzz? A special
Golden Bee award is given to
the Hause and Garden
Auxiliary members who have
voluntecred the most hours in
a year. The award is a beautiful
gold bee lapel pin and is a cov-
eted honor for the recipicnts.

There are a lot of "worker
bees” in the House and

helpful. Pick up a membership
application when you shop at
the sale.

AT THE SALE

This annual spring sale fea-
tures the very best in plant
material. Don’t forget a shop-
ping list!

The wildRower rescue team
has assembled for your choas-
ing anothet large group of
plants. In addition, there will
be herbs, perennials and
greenhouse plants, including
orchids.

then care for them until sale
time.

Greenhouse workers have
been propagating many
favorites and have been assem-
bling dish gardens and special-
ly mounted bromeliads. The
orchid house is also overflow-
ing with beautiful specimens.

Al Auxiliary volunteers will
be wearing bright yeltow neck
scarves for quick identification.
Some of them will be buzzing
around to answer your garden-
ing questions. They will also
give advice about planting and
care of the plants you buy.
Lock for them at their desig-
nated spot.

LECTURES, RAFFLE
Ao free Tectures will be

given during the sale.
The first, Rain Gardens: A

Designing C
Gardens will be presented at 11
am. May 14 by Julia Dingle
and Alison Mackinder of The
Classic Garden. Learn about
new and innovative combina-
tions. The popular raffle will
ance more be conducted.

As of this writing, the follow-
ing businesses have been very
gencrous and donated exciting
items: Tiffany Florist, Goldner
Walsh Nursery Inc., Blossoms,
Tellys Greenhouse, Breath of
Spring Florist, Bordine
Nursery, Studio 330 and
Michigan Gardener. Alsa: the
swildflower, herb, perennial and
greenhatse areas, Cranbrook
Auxiliary, Marty Figley and
Gerald Salerno.

VISIT CRANBROOK

Cranhrouk Gardens is now
oper: for visitors, Make 2 date

RANT ALY

The border garden at Cranbrook is maintdined by Auxiliary volunteers.

10 visit the 40 acres of gardens
so lovingly tended by the
Auxiliary members,

Bring a fricnd or two and
enjoy.

Pre-arranged guided tours
arc available ta groups.

Cranbrook House is main-
tained for the public and is
also now open for visitors.
Groups of 15 or more may
arrange a guided house tour:
luncheon may be arranged for
20 to 50 people. Four weeks
notice is required.

Cranbrook Housc and its 40
acres of gardens are part of the
Cranbrook Educational
Community, which also

inctudes Cranbrook Academy
of Art and Museum,
Cranbrook Institute of Science
and Cranbrook Schools.

For further information
about the sale and house and
garden visits, call (248) 645-
3147,

Gnod Garden Word

Alba: A part of a species
name that means “white,” i.c.
white flowers.

Marty Figley is an zdvanced master
qgardener based in Birmingham. You
can leave het a message by dialing
{134)953:2041 on a fouth-tone
phone. Her fax number is (248}
6441314,

Learn the right way to choose a PDA

“Which PDA should I buy?®

1t's the rare day that 1 don't
hear this question from a
friend, neighbor, or family

Great Gift for member. As
’ someane who's
%tfférs @Zw spent the last
Framed Mirrors & Artwork half deeade
writing about

Many Sizes & Styles

to Choose from the little mar-

vels (PDAs, not
my family), 1
guess I'm
something of
an expert, or so
I've told peo-
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“Aore Than Just Lighting ™

1447 S. Lapeer Road * Lake Orion
1-75 N. to ExIt 815, 4 miles N. of
The Palace of Auburn Hills.
(248) 693-6248
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ple.
Rlck Admittedly,
Broida it’s becuming
- increasingly
complex to choose 1 PDA
(a.X.n. personal digital assi:
tant, or handheld PC). As with
other consuner electronics,
you fiee a dizzying nrray of
brands, models, nod prices.
How can you make n smart
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with Arts & Entertainment
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decision? Have no fear; Fman
expert. (Note: if you're inter-
ested in PDAs that double ns
phones, stay tuned—1'1k cover
those in a future column.)
Start with price. You proba-
bly have a number in mind,
and that will kelp narrow your
choices. For instance, if your
budget tops out at $100, you
have two options: Palm’s $99
Zire (www.palm.com), or
whatever closcout deal on Tnst
year's models you can find in
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stores or online {try www.over-
stock.com), The Zire is a solid
entry-level PDA—stylish, easy
to use, and capable—but its
screen isn't backlit, so you
won't be able to read it in low-
and no-light situations.

At the 5200 price level, |
recommend the Sony Clié
PE

(www.sonystyle.com), which
sports a gorgeous color screen,
plenty of memory, an expan-
sion siot, and one of my
favorite features: a “jog dicl”
which lets you operate the unit
one-handed.

Beyond $200, things geta
Tittle trickier, as you have to
decide between the Palm and

to PDAs, you "
may appreciatea Y&
gentler learning
curve.

‘That said, I've
recently become
smitten by the
Hewlett-Packard
iPAQ h1910
(wwwhp.com)—
a Pocket PC. It's
remarkably thin
and compact,
but still loaded
with features.

Meanswhile, \

Palm is back in
the game with
its best model in
years, the Zire

Pocket PCof ystem
the core software inside the
PDA. (It's not unlike choosing
between Windows and
Mncintosh.)

Palm, Handspring, and Sony
are the major manufacturers of
Palw-based lundhelds;
Hewlett-Packard und Toshiba
rule the Pocket PC camp.
Microsolt makes the Pocket PC
operatin, m, meaning
those PDAs offer 1 more
Windows-like interface.

‘Trust me when 1 say

71. Its highligh
include n daz-
2ing color *
screen, movic 4
and music soft-
ware, and o
built-in digital camera. The
iPAQ 11910 and Zire 71 each
sell for $299, making fora
decidedly tough choice.

Don't ook at me—1'mno
expert,

111 discuss higher-end PDAs
in an upconiing column.

. In the meantime, happy

that’s not ily n good
thing,
Indeed, it's widely necept-
that

Rlck Broida has joined t~2 Dbserver &
Eccentric 33 3 columnist

ed—nnd I strongly ag;
Palmi-based PDAs are much
eusier 1o learn and use than-
Pocket PCs, 1f you're a self-pro-
claimed technophiobe or new
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whe will write about computers and
technology for the At Home section,
Broida grew up in Farmington Hills,
qraduated fror Horth Farmington
tiigh Schoo! in 1986 and Michigan
State University in 1990 wilh a degree

)

Jre— S

In English. He resides in Commerce
Township wilh his wife Shawna and
their tyo children.

Broida has wrilten for aver 13 years,
mostly in computer and technalogy
magazines, including Wired, PC
Magazine, FamilyPC and Home Office
Computing, Brolda is a co-author of
several books on handheld comput-
ing. including "How to Do Everylhing
Vith Yous Paim Handneld", third edi-

tion.

Brolda also starled Tap, the first and
only magazine for users of PaimPilot
handhelds, which later became
Handheld Computing, where he ls edi
tor. Readers who have questions for
Broida can emall bim a1 rickbrol:
dai®excite.com.
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! Slow-Release Fertilizer

» Good for the Grass
= Good for Rivers and Lakes

Rouge River Watershed = Ours to Protect
This advertiscment is funded in part by the
Wayne County Rouge River National Wet Weather Demonstration Project.

For more information, pleasc call the Wayne County Departmeut of Environment
at B88.223,2363 or see our website at WWw.Waynecounty.com.

= Good for Groundwater




