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Come to the ‘Cabare’ in St. nstan's outdoor Greek Theatre

BY LINDA AXN CHOMIM
STAFF WRITER

When Judie Cochill heard
St. Dunstan’s Theatre Gulld of
Cranbrook was staging the
musiea] Cabaret the
Bloomfield Township jozz
vocalist knew she had to make
time to try-out for a role.
Cabaret is more than musical
entertainment, it’s music with
A messnge,

“It's a wonderful story” satd
Cochill who plays Fraulein
Schneider, a German woman
who falls in love with a Jewish
man. The production opens
Friday, May 30, in the outdoor
Greek Theatre nt Cranbrook in
Bloomficld Hills, "Cabarct'sa
popular musical. You walk out
not humming but with thought
processes going, This just
mustn't happen again. History
doesn’'t have to repeat itself. It's
lovely and dark and funny in
places.

“Fraulcin Schneider is e
charming older woman who
had been rich and now has to
rent rooms in her home. She
bas o flirty refationship with

UK UCERAN

Stacy Willlams {left), Fred Shulsk, Judie Cochill, Joff Davison, and Kevin
Edwards rehearse a scene from “Cabaret. The production [$ belng put on by
St Dunstan’s Thealre Guild of Cranbrook In the outdoor Greek Theatre.

John Kander and Fred Ebb as
the story. From the bittersweet
but upbeat So What to the souf
searching What Would You
Do, she takes the words 10
heart. But that's true wherever
she sings,
fednesday, June 11, she'll

Herr Schultz (played by Fred
Shulak). When Nazism is cvi-
dent she gives up the possibili-
ty of marriage.”

Cochill is as moved by the
music and lyrics written by

join the Matt Michaels Trio for
an cvening of jazz at Ron's
Fireside [nn in Westland. She
can be heard on Michaels' new
CD, The Matt Michacls Trio &
Friends. In between perform-

ing and recording Cochill sings
with choirs at Christ Church
Cranbrook and Temple
Emmanuel in Oak Park. -

MEANINGFUL MUSIC

“What Would You Do I can't
get through it emotionally. It's
an incredibly powerful song,”
said Cochill, "I'm always per-
sonalizing the music 1 sing.
Emotion just happens to well
up from whatever I sing

whether it's pops, standard or

jazz. The lyrics drive the song.

I choose tnusic thut means
sumething to me”

Cochill’s ability lo relay emo-
tion through song Is one of the
reasons director Nancy
Brassert is delighted to have
her in Cabaret. Brassert last
worked with Cochill nearly 20
years ago al St. Dunstan’s in
South Pacific. Brassert’s been
member of St. Dunstan's since
1969 nnd in charge of sets for
26 years.

~Judic's a wonderful singer
and a fine performer,” sald
Brassert of Birmingham, “All
of the leads are scasoned pro-
fessionals. That's very impor-
tant. Cabarct is a very inti-
mate show. In Greek theater
you're outdoors and can't
play it that way. 1 tried to
make it more intimate by
establishing a night club
seene with chorus members
sitting at tables.”

Brassert introduces the
underlying theme, the rise of
Nazism, by bringing in officers
in brown shirts in the second

act.

~This is set in Berlin in the
1930s,” said Brassert. “There
was sexual freedom every-
where. Moral deeay wasata
high point. This is hardest
show I've had to direct. We

WOVEMENT

FROM PAGE B

itself mired in a large deficit, it
decided to pull funding from
the festival, and that's some-
thing May is hesitant to forgive

+ The fact that the city does
not support us shows n lack of
insight of what this event
means to the city” Moy said.
“But we're fighting that. Winor
lose, this is something that we
had todo®

PLEDGE

: Nevertheless, the parade to
' an electronic Memorial Day

weekend marched on and festi-

. val organizers made up in part
* fromthe lack of funding by &
pledge from Detroit artists to
play for free.
Festival Director Derrick
Ortencio sald about 75 percent
of the artists performing at the

festival ore Detroiters, and that

some of the international
attists will also be playiny for
free,

Organizers are also sclling
buttons on their Web site
{www.movementfestival.com)

nnd in shops around the Detroit

area to help make ends meet.
“We've got a lot of support,”

Ortencio sald. “It scems ns if

the community hins pulled

together but it's been a lot of

huur? of hard work for a lot of
ple”

More forgiving of the city of
Detroit than May, Ortencio said
the city did pitch in to help,
espegially by providing the

drapped down to the lip of the
bowl in the Hart Plaza
Amphitheater for more intima-
cy. The High Tech Soul stage
wilt offer an cclectic lineup of
iip-hop, jazz, ncosoul, house
and techno.

Another new area will be the
Music Institute stage, with an

change of guard, despite the
fact that he was o member of
the artistic board for the 2002
event,

“Honestly, it should have
been in the hands of the Detroit
music community in the first
place, and that's where it is
now.” Grant said. “It’s unfortu-
nate, but we learn from our
mistakes.”

And in spite of the pitfulls
i J by High Tech Soul

venue for the event. enclosed DJ booth meant to
“The city has been support-  pay homage to the legendary
ing us in a number of ways,” Detroit elub at 1315 Broadway
Ortencio sald, “They just didn't  that helped hed the
have the funding” Detroit techno sound in the
A foshlon and music show 1980s.
tonight at 9 p.m. at Detroit's The Underground stage will
Filth Avenue Downtown in feature mnore experimental elec-
Comerica Park will kick offthe  tronic music.
festivities, and presenta As an added attraction, the
chronological journey high- Movement Festival has part-
lighting the cvolution of musi~  nered with Native Instruments
cal genres and parailc] fashion  to put togethera three-day pro-
trends. gram of pancls, workshops and
Movement 03 begins at. noon  discussions, Participants
Saturday and runs until mid- include the Detroit Film
night on Mnnday. Coalition, the Detroit
Ortencio said 1 Historical M: Remix
stages at the festival will be Magazine and the National
introduced for the first time Academy of Recording Arts
this year and that all of the and Sciences. The program will
stages will return the focus of  offer festival-goersa hands-on,
the cvent to Detroit. up-close and personal experi-

“From an artistic dp
this festival will be very impor-
tant to artists in this eity and
give them nn apportunity 1o get
the recognition that's due to
them,” Ortencio said.

The Movement stage will be

ence with prog! antistry
and technology:. Schedules for
specific demonstrations and
paucls will be posted online.
Detroit DJ Mike Grant will
be performing at the event, and
hesaid hesgladtosecthe  *

and the lack of funding, Grunt
is predicting that this year's fes-
tival will shine through.

“This is Mecea,” Grant said.
“Without Detroit, techno music
wouldn't be as popularasit Is
today. It's been said before, but
Detroit has almost become a
genre of music.”

May said that this year's festi-
val will nlso be a proving
ground for High Tech Soul,
which was awarded a three-
year contract to run the festival.

*“This year, the festival will be
far the peaple, by the peaple
and about the people. The way
it should have been in the fisst
place,” May said. “What makes
it a good thing is that we care
about the artists, but we're
tapped into the business side of
things, too.”

Wike Murphy is a Livonia resident
and musician,
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have two love stories going on
at the Kit Kat Club. We have a
17 member chorus who are
spectators, 11 Kit Kat cast
members, a 12 member
orchestra behind the stage,
and the emcee who threads his
way through the show and isa
constant reminder of this
theme, The challenge Is trying
to relay this message without
making it a downer. You're not
golng to come out whistling
and singing and laughing. It'sa
reminder that this is some-
thing that cauld happen again.
IU's a very entertnining shaw
but an underlying serious
show”

That's not to say audiences
won't enjoy themselves.
Brassert did when she saw the
production in New York in
January.

“I like the sangs Cabaret and
Moncy, Money, Money, all the
music and lytics by John
Konder and Fred Ebb who also
wrote the musical Chicago,”
said Brassert. “And coming to
the Greek Theatre is sortofa
happening as long as you dress
for the weather. It gets chilly
out there at night. But it's very
specinl because there are only
nine Greek theaters in the
country,”
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Alidtously funny comjc-pairing. You won't be able {o stop Hughing
P las and Brooks.- B
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'CABARET’

¥hat: St. Dunstan’s Theatre
Guild of Cranbrook presents
the Tony Award-winning musi-
cat. Not recommended for
chitdren under 18 because of
sexual innuendo, OK for
mature children age ¥4 and up

When: 8:30 p.m. Friday-
Saturday, May 30-31, and
Thursday-Saturday, June 57

Where: Ouldoor Greek Theatre
at Cranbrook, 400 Lone Pine
Road, between Cranbrook and
Lahser roads, Bloomfield Hills

Tickets: $16, $13 seniors and
students. Call {248) 644-0521
or visit the Web site al

www StOunstansTheatre.com.
Special $50 dinner/theater
package avaitable Friday,

May 30, includes choice of five
entrees at Ocean Grille

in Birmingharn, call (248) 645~
5936
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*Douglas and Brooks are

HILARIOUS together!”

*The In-Laws’ will have
you in stitches.”
*Douglas and Brooks are
LAUGH-OUT-
LouD
FUNNY!*
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