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Making PC backups is critical

ike payinyg your taxes and

flossing regularly, backing

up your PC is one of life’s
annoying necessities.

Consider the consequences
if everything
stored on your
;| computer
suddenly van-
ished - yowr
Word files,
Qnicken
records, digi-
tal photos,

Tech address book,
Savvy everything.
Its achilling
. thought, but it
thf happens.
Broida } Frequently.
I'speak

from experience when I say
that someday - maybe not
taday, maybe not tomorrow,
but probably sconer than you
think - your computer’s hard
drive will go kaput. That will
be one very bleak day.

Or it may aat, if you make
regular backups.

A backup can consist of just
your most prized data or the
complete contents of your
hard drive, software and all. T
recommend you practice both
methods, because even back-
ups aren't infallible, and
sometimes it's better to have
ane kind over another.

1t's relatively easy to make n
data-only backup, provided
you keep your files reasonably
well organized and own a CD-
RW drive (also knownasa CD
burner).

Every weck or so, just copy
yo ost erucial data - your
wark files, digital photos,
Internet Favorites folder, ete.
- toablank CD.

For everything ¢lse,
tain a complete hard-di
backup, the most effective
safety net you ean have,

Far instance, suppose your
hnrd drive starts making a
clunking naise and five min-
utes later your PC is dead. If
you have a second hard drive
that’s an exact copy of the
first, nll yon need to da is

Blinds, Wallpapor & Mors

nmxvsumnnllmm

ZEONVONNT LOCATIONS
Mmoo 1y Lacsed 1

American ﬁ'ﬁ?’q“'ss#kci'ﬁﬂfﬁAPER
Save 25% to 85%

SA“E up 10 1000!1]’

MEASURlNG &
FREENGRIG
F&:‘:::‘E'Lﬂnﬁhh 4.1 515 kit bty bl mponl o

Plug in Maxtor's Personal Storage SOOOLE and you've qot a quick, easy, snd

reliable dackup sofution.

swap it in. No software or

a to relond, no messing
nmuml with the computer’s
system - restore CDs - justa
ready-to-run catbon copy of
your dearly departed drive.

You see, not all cloning is
controversial.

In my computer theee
are two 80-gigabyte hard
drives.

The first is the primary
drive, the one T use every
day.

The second is my backup
drive. [ use a simple, inexpen-
sive utility called Casper XP
(www.fssdev.com) to copy the
full contents of the primary
drive to the backup drive. I do
this once a week at the end of
a work dny; the process takes
about two hours.

Of course, this requires
installing a second drive
inside your PC, which may be
more work than you care to

o,

Tn that case | recommend
an external option like the
Maxtor Personal Storage
5000LE, (www.maxtor.com).

Just plug the unitinto a
USB port, press a button, and
presto: your backup is under-
way.

ll ‘s alsa an iderl solution for
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notebooks, which don't usual-
1y have the option of a second
internal drive.

T tested the 5000LE and
found it fast and affordable
($199 for the 80-gigabyte
model), though ironically the
backup button didn’t work. I
had to start the software man-
wally.

Having just sceatched the
surface of backup methods,
I'll discuss more of them in

Alphabet system helps plan for change

Q: My day is planned out and
somethihg or someone forces my
plans to change. it Is upsetting and
hard for me to accomplish anything
when plans constantly change. Any
suqqestions?

A: Plans change continually,
[ can plan my schedule for the
day. Then aud-
denly, the
wnexpected
aceurs,

Our dag,
ffy, digs
under the
fence and is

o one. [ have to
Domestic  runcelmy
Planner creands or my
weekly gotf
Diana game. The
3 children are
Koenig upsetand 1
need to find

their furry friend.

Ta keep my emotions under
contzol, T use the alphabet sys-
tem. Each letter of the alpha-
bet is a potentinl activity, Be
prepared to do plan "B” when
plan A" doesn’t work,

For instance, plan “A”is to
wash the windows on Tuesday
morning. You awnken Tuesday
to a severe thund

You walk to the kitchen und
open the cabinet to find the
wood cleaner. Surprise! The
bottle is empty. What happens
when plan “B” doesn’t work?
This is what is great about the
alphabet system. You can mave
on to plan *C” Plan "C"is te
rearganize the hall closet.

Please nate: You will rrely
get ta plan “I You wonld have
ta go through plenty of letters
hefore you wonld need n new
nystent.

1f you alwayn have a serica of
plann, you will always be alile
to accomplish something even
when the unexpected occars.

Prepare your mind and emo-

tions F or change.
Disappointment is & resutt of
inflexibility.

For example, you expect to
spend the day with a close
friend. You have planned a day
of shopping, lunch and Jots of
fun.

The phone rings as you walk
out the door. The voice on the
other end says, “This is the
school nurse and your son isn't
feeling well. He has a tempera-
ture of 101 degrees, Can you
please pick him up from
school?” You must can cel lunch

Washing windows won't
work, 5o you are faced with a
chmcc You can choose to hc

dan

future colurnns.

Inthe ime. don't wait
another day bafore you safe-
guard your data.

Rick Braida has joined the Qbserver
& Eccentric Newspapers as a cotum-
nist who will write about computers
and technology for the At Home sec
fion.

A Farmington Hills native, Broida
sesides in Commerce Township.
Braida has written for over 13 years,
mostly in computer and technology
rmagazines, including Wired, PC
Magazlne, FamllyPC and Home Office
Computing. Brolda s a to-author

of several books on hangheld com-
puting, tncluding “How to Do
Everything Wilh Your Palm
Handheld”, third

edition, Readers who have questions
for Brolda can email him at
tickbrofdai®excite.com

nothing, or put plan “B” into
action. Plan "B" is to clean the
baseboards in your home.

and shopping ta spend the day
wuh asick child,

Plan “A” won't work, so plan
"B" is now activated. Initially
you are disappointed, so you
need to whisper to yourself,

“Let’s get happy!” Decide not
to be disappointed. Yot can

schedule another festive day
with your, friend. This isan
opportunity to comfort and
spend time with your son.

Attitude is very important
when dealing with change. The
teansition from ane pian to
anotlier works better with a
pensitive attitude.

My son is geeat at bnple-
menting n new ’-hn when the
first plan docan’t work. Asn
preschaales he would often
find himaclf accompanying me
as 1 drove arnund doing
cerands, invariably, a conversa-
ion similar to this would take

ommy, can we go to the

z No, Sweetie, it is raining
outside.” “Mummy, can we go
10 McDonald’s?” “Not now, we
just bad lunch” "Mommy, can
we go swimming at the pool?'
“Not today, it is too cold.”

This would continuc for a
Tong time unti) we found a plan
that worked, He never got frus-
trated or upset. Be prcpvtd to
change plans at a minute's
notice. Keep a positive atti-
tude, making the most of plans
that have changed.

Today's Refrigerator
Bulletin: "Ready, set, change!
Be prepared to implement plan
‘B’ when ‘A’ doesn’t work!

Send your questions and success sto-
ries to: Diana Koenig, PO. Box 1702,
Manchester, MO 63011; i
dianakoenigDhotmail zom, Visit
wiww domesticplanner.zom.

T

Plants for Planters
Edward Eaton of Eaton Hursery in
West Bloomlield will lecture at 10 a.m.
Friday, May 23, 21 the next meeting of
Gakland University's Meadow Erook
Ittt Garden Clut on the campus of
Oakland University in Rochester,
Faton will discuss 1he use of potted
plants for year-round container gar«
dening, soil fypes and use of fertiliz
rs. He will have a display of contain:
ers and explain how lo select the right
one.
Reservalions aren't required. There is
3 $5 non-membar club donzlion.
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Garden Club member sifent pfant auc-
tion will follow the meeting.
Home decor
Haberman Fabrics, 905 5. Mainin
Royat Oak, presents home decor class-
&5 for azange of sewing experience
levels.
The schedule Includes Lampshades
(fee fs $80; bring a wire frame),
Thursdays, May 22 to June 12; and
Simple Curtain {$60), Tuesdays, May
21 to June 10,
Registration and payment are
requited In advance, Space is limited.
For informaliod, ¢all (248) 541-0010 or
visil wwwhabermanfabries.com.
Insect controt
Roger and Nanty Lindley, owners of
Great Lakes Roses, are celedrating
spring with a series of free public pro-
grams Sundays and Mondays al Great
Lakes Roses, 49875 Wiflow Road,
between Rawsonville and Sumpter
(Belleville) roads in Sumpler
Townshlp.
Atlend {te program titled Insect and
Disease Cantrot for Roses, featuting a
slide presentalion and tour of the
Great Lakes Roses garden, 1 p.m.
Sunday, May 25, or Il a.m. Monday, May
26,

Great Lakes Roses olders more than
500 varletles of roses, and slocks the
complete line of Felco gruners, books.
about roses, fertitizers. soil amend:
ments and pesticides. Visit
www(reatLakesRoses.com or call
(734) 4611230 10 request a [lyer.

Toy show
The Bloomtleld Hills Toy Sho will take
place 9 am, to 2 p.m. Saturday, May 31,
at Cross of Christ Lulheran Church,
1100 Lone Pine Road at Tefegraph
Bloomiield Hills,
Admission Is $4 for adults, free for
under age 12.
Early bird admisslan, $10, gets you in
{he night betare and before 9 a.m. the
day of the evenl,
Toy dealers from Michigan, Ohlo,
llingls and tndiana will be displaying
Hems, vintage tin, die-cast, press
steel, plastic, baltery-opetaled,

wind-up. and casl-lron toys wilt be
fealured, as well as advertisemens,
ligures and other fine collectibles

Call (248) 646-1047 lor dealer or othet
infotmation.

Hative plant sale

Dakland Land Conservancy will have
ils fourth annual Spting Native Plant
Sale 9am, to 3 pm. Sunday, June 1, at
the Ponliac Paacake Sheller, near fhe
Pontiac Library al Lhe southeast cor-
ner of Pike and Mill in downtown
Pontiac.

Proceeds will benelil the conservan-
<y's land stewardship program and
will be malched 50 cents o every dol-
1ar theough a challenge grant from
the Catls Foundatlon.

Admission is ree. Many species of
nallve grasses, wildllowers, rees,
shrubs and woody vines, and 36-plant
bulterity Gardens, will be featured.
Most grasses and wild{lowers are $5
per quan, woody vines are $8 to $12
per quarl, sheubs and trees are $20 1o
528 per galion, and bulterlly gardens
are $60 for 36 plants {for shady,
sunny o wetland areas),

The planis are ail native genotypes
and are from Wilitype Nursery In
Mason, Mich,

Call Oakland Land Conservancy ot
(248 601-2016 for information and a
plant list.

Co-sponsors of the event are the tity
of Pontiac, Clinton Rlver Watershed
Council and ¥ild Ones Naturat
Landscapers (Qakland Counly
Chaptes). |

Matthael Botanical Gardens

Classes In the adult education
program al {h Unlversity bl
Michigan Mal!f\ael Bolanicaf Gardens.
include: :

Bruce Penlnsula, a Memorial Day
weekend Irip {lee Is $295, $280 for
members: cost includes camping).

" friday-Monday, Msy 23-26; and the
threg-sestion Hacrophotagraphy
(890, $81 tor members; must be famil-
far with using o 35mm camera), bagin-
ning Tuesday, May 21.
7 Calt (T34) 998-7081 fo¢ Information.
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