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Provided questions were:

& What do you hope 1o accomplish asa.
member of the Farmington Board of
Education ? )

A What arcas do you believe Farmington
Public Schools should improve upon?

W We live in an cra of tight fiscal respon-
siblllty. As 1 board member, how would
you balance fiscal responsibility with quali-
ty educational choices?

W What do you believe the main legisla-
tive issue should be for public education?

A short time following Bolsen's outburst,
Farmington School Board Member Pam
Christiun quickly distributed a card to both
the press table and Kim Heath. The cards

read:

“Why did the PTA Council give one can-
didate advance review of the questions?”
The eard didn't identify the candidate.

‘When questioned after the forum,
Christinn said she was talking about candi-
dute Cheryl Swaim. However, she didn't
have actual proof.

“I believe that Cheryl had all of those
questions ahead of time, because she was

Swalm

so prepared,” Christian said. “It was not the
forum we had in the past, and to be honest,
it didn't feel good. Did I see someone hand
her the questions? No.*

Swaim said she saw only the questions
each of the candidates received in the mail.
“I knew the out-of-district Section 105

(question) would be one because that
always will he one, because that's an ixsue,”
Swaim said. “And intra-district schools of
choice, those are the hottest issues going
right now. I knew that senior project would
be one, Those questions were asked at the
Republican Club (forum)”

Swaim said she does her homework. She
prepared p jons for public i
earfier in the year when both out-of-dis-
triet schools of choice and the senior proj-
ect were discussed.

*I studied the manuals all three of us
received when we met with the different

administration departments back in April,” ’

Swaim said. “We all received the sume
information. I sat down and went through
every singl= manual. I do my research and
1 do my homework. if I sound prepared,
that's what I do. Let the games n.”

Both Heath and Bridges absotutely
denied allowing any candidate access or
review of any questions other than the
four.

Heath apologized for any misunder-
standing in her closing remarks and said
PTA members who were busy and unable
to attend found this o way to pose their
questions,

“It's important to address the issues,”
Heath said.

“T don't think all candidates should have
all access to all the questions in th : drst
place,” Bridges said. “Everybody should
have the same apportunity to have all the
questions. The questions were pretty stan-
dard.” .

Bridges thinks it's important to see can-
didates in an impromptu situation to sce
how they think. Some candidates want to
be pre-packaged, he said.

The candidate forum was taped for later
play on Channel 10,
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Candidates talk about scholarships, communicating
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Educational Assessment
Program test.

They expressed their
thoughts at the Farmington
PTA Council forum held at the
school administration build-
ing. The election is Junc 9.

Michigan Gov. Jennifer
Granholm has proposed reduc-
ing the scholarship to $500, to
help batance the stace’s budget.

Goshorn said his son took
ndvantage of the scholarship.
*1t benefits every child who
goes on to higher education.
Let's face it, unless you are fab-
ulously wealthy, paving for a
eoltege education these days is
not something that's taken
lightly and every little bit
helps”

Swairm shared this view.

“It witl help kids who may
not have financial resources
available to them,” Swaim said.
1t will give them n little bit of
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Bazaar Orlental Rugs * 29601 Orchard Luke Road ¢ N. of 13 Mile Road ¢ Farmington Hills

GOING OUTSOF

One of the best
collection of rugs
in town!
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Like Tabriz * Nain ¢ Isfahan ¢ Kashan-Wool & Silk

Must Be Sold In Short Time

EVERYTHING

*-75" off

Bazaar Oriental " Rugd

! 29601 Orchard Lake Road ¢ Farmington Hills
§ Just north of 13 Mile Golng Out of Business

248_855_0404 Perhlt No. 03-01

BY SUE BUCK a head start in college. There's
STAFF WRITER alot of groups out there who
are trying to get money, but ¥
Farmington School Board really hope she will come

Candidates John Goshorn, thraugh for us”
Cheryl Swaim and Karen It would be a shame if the
Bolsen Monday di: d holarships were to be

the $2,500 Michig; d d, and the g is
Merit Scholarship at its pres- in "a very tight spot,” Bolsen
ent level based on high per- said.
formance on the Michigan The reduction would affect

all three of her children, who
are in the seventh, ninth and
12th grades, Bolsen said. "All
three of my children work,
whether it's having a paper
route, cutting grass or baby-
sitting. They arc helping to
support their eollege future.”

Her daughter, who's a senior
at North Farmington High
School, has worked at a num-
ber of restaurants, “This year,
don't think it will affect her,
but it will affect her sisters”

Candidates tatked about
strategics they would use to
communicate information
about controversial issues to
parents and taxpryefs.

“The alternatives there are
endless and 1'm not sure which
is the best way to get your mes-
sage ncross,” Goshorn seid.
*Certainly the local media is
one and TV 10 is another”

He also suggested that par-

. .lf,y.nu’ve been d

ent advocates explain issues to
a small graup and have those
parents explain it further to
their friends nad neighbors.
*It's eritical to our future to get
everybody in the community
on board to understand what
we are doing and why we are
doing it,” Goshorn said. “With
good communication we would
bave fewer problems than we
are having today”

Swaim said she does 2 ot of
rescarch to fully understand
issucs. “The people I have
spoken to during my candida-
cy are very reasonable people.
‘We have a very intelligent
community out there. What
we have to do is communicate
the facts. We don't have to
hide anything. We don't have
to smooth things over. They
are not afraid to know the

“ truth. Once they understand,

1 found most of them will be
very supportive of different
areas, I also feel it is necessary
to listen to what their con-
cerns are.”

Going to the media on a con-
troversinl ssue would be
Bolsen's Inst choice not her first
choice. "I would solve any
problems as close to the prob-
lem as I could, What is contro-
versial to one person may not
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‘Betnhardt, now is the time,
Sale, you can get any Bernhardt bed for onc:
Suggested Retail Price. Available in a wide rnge of desigihi

t bffers you the style and clegance you've been looking for in & be
‘eake up and visic us soon. This is 1 sale you can’t wfford ‘e
sHces goad on beds purchused from May 16-Junc 16, 2003

icchased along wich two other Bernhardt bedroom pieces.

be controversial to another”

Bolsen liked the idea of
quadrant meetings — dividing
the community in to four geo-
graphic sections — as fnitia!
by state Rep. Aldo Vagnozzi
(D-Farmington Hills.)

Candidates also talked ebout
what they'd like toseeina
future schoo! superintendent
after Farmington Public School
Superintendent Bob Maxfield
retires within the next four
years, L
Swaim wanted an excellent
ecommunicator with an analyti-
cal mind who is open to par-
ents and teschers, Goshorn
agreed with Swaim and added
the attribute of proven leader-
ship.

*Obviously, you want some-
one with classroom
because lhu';; vital to the job,”
Goshorn said.

Keeping each child’s best
interests in mind is important
to Bolsen, She wants a super-

experience -

intendent who is well informed

about the education process,

locally and with the county and ;

state.

“You waiit someone who wiil
develop staff to their fullest
potential,” Bolsen said.
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