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Paul Barber, director of fine
arts for Farmington Public
School District, describes him-
self as one spoke of a wheel.

“You start out with a well-
educated community which is
pretty well-heeled and can
afford what they want,” Barber
begins. “They have produced
children cager to learn and
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Music is good for you.

Just ask Farmington
Schools’ Director of Fine Arts
Paul Barber, who will retire
June 27 from the Farmington
Public School District.

work force is fired because
they don't show up for work,
Barber said. “Music students
have the highest attendance
rate of any group of people in
the work force;” Barber said.
“The 50 percent drop out rate
from college is aligned with
the work foree firing template.
Students flunk out of college
not because they can't do the
work, they simply don't attend
class”

Musicians minds fire
(respond) three times faster

succeed. . Ninety plus percent of
Add a “dedicated and falent- | music students go on to college

ed tenching studf and a board and graduate with under-

of education and admini gradi es.

tion which supports the arts.” “This statistic was taken
And then there’s Barber. from a study that was donc at
I'd like to think that Funify | the University of i

the direction as the chief stew-
ard,” he said. “You take mvay
any one of those spokes and
things start crumbling”

After 37 years in Farmington
schools, Barher, whose name is
synonymous with music, will
retire June 27.

He hopes the district hires
his successor before he leaves
so that he can show him or her
around.

*I have a few things to tell
him," Barber said with a twin-
Kle in his eyes,

Barber’s staff is in place and
no one else is leaving. He's
grateful for the continuity his
successor will enjoy and warns
someone used to immediats
feedback from children in the
classroom might not like his

itlon,

“In this job, you may wait six
or seven years to see if an ini-
tiative paid off; Barber said.
“You get delayed reaction. You
are working with all adults and
adults who are majors in their
field who are very § led,

in the late 903, Barber said.
*It was not done by a musi-
cian, but rather a person
tracking the graduating rate
of college students.”

Fifty percent of non-music
students drop out of college
and 52 ¢ of non -music
students get fired from their

Jjobs.

*The statistics come from
the College Boards, an associ-
ation that monitors various
college statistics,” Barber said.

About 52 percent of the

than While
musicians are performing,
their braina respond five
times faster.

Barber quotes several
sources including the Fran
Rauscher studies and Don
Campbell in his writings, pri-
marily, “The Mozart Effect.”

*The International Music
Products Association has an
ongoing research program
working on everything from
the health benefits of music-
making to brain enhance-
ment,” Barber said.

ances, I'm really complimented
that they took the time,”
Barber said, adding he tries to
return the favor.

His wife, Fern, will retire as
band director at Walnut Creek
Middle School in the Walled
Lake Consolidated Scheol dis-
trict. She taught more than
seven years in Farmington
Schools. Both began teaching
in FPSin 1966, He started the
Farmi C ity Band

able and specialized. They have -

their own ideas about thinga.
There's a tremendous time
comuemitment, nights snd week-
cnds” Those adults néed a pat
on the back, too, Barber said of
the more than 70 people on
the arts staff.

He credited Superintendent
Bob Maxfield as “an incredible
person in terms of his time and
support to be at so many func-
tions.” \

~When I have colleagues
come to one of my perform-

that same year.

“There ought to be avenues
for people ta enjoy music their
entire lives,” Barber said.

‘There were six people at the
first community band rehears-
al. Eleven people performed in
the first concert,

“What's unique about our
positions is that we can live out
our paasion,” Barber said. “We
get to live what we believe in.
It docsn't seem like work.”

The Barbers have lived in
Farmington Hills since 1977,

After traveling to all 50
states and 23 countries, they've
decided to retire in & gated
retirement community in Flat
Rock, South Carolina- The
town has 3,000 residents.

The area is a cultural hub. A
playhouse “is around the cor-
ner” as is Carl Sandburg’s
home, Barber said. He advises
they'll need to be careful not to
become too involved in the
artsy arca so they don't let pea~
ple dovn if they want to travel
some. Still, it would be almost
impossible for them to stay
away from volunteering alto-
gether,

“Just hitting the ground cold
turkey with nothing to do
might drive us a little nuts,”
Barber said.

“To obtain their undergradu-
ate degrees in music education
from the University of
Michigan, they needed to
know how to play every instru-
ment. “If you are going to teach
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They remained true to their
goals by working on their mas-
ters degrees at U. of M. for four
summers in ina row. [twasa
promise they kept 1o each
other.

His primary instrument is
the trombene; hers is the clar-
inet. “It's what we play the
best,” Barber said.

The enuple’s children are
Randall Scott, a music teacher
who works for Anderson Music
as a school service representa-
tive, and Julie Anne who just
graduated from U. of M. She
studied photography.

“Both our kids are named for
former students,” Barber said.
“We got that close and felt so
good about those kids”

Their children will remain in
the area. Both Barbers have
worked hard during their years
in local schools; in fact, Paul
accumnulated more than 350
sick days. They subscribe to the
idea of “servant leadership”

“You don't have a community
without a sense of belonging,”
Barber said. “You don't havea
sense of belonging unless you
contribute in some way.”

A frequent topic of discus-
sion is, “Has it been a good

ear?”

“Any vear that the school dis-
trict loses money and the asts
are left alone is a very good
year” Barber responds. “The dis-
tricts values the arts s 2 com-
plete education for its children.
T my 37 years here, they have
never wiped out a program.”

Farmington with the Rev,
Steven Thasher officiating.

Mr. Card was born April 20,
1925 and died May 20, 2003 at
Henry Ford Hospital in
Detroit. He was a watch maker.

He is survived by his wife,
Vema; son, Charles Weston
Guthrie; daughters, Nila (Bob)
Semposki, Gayle (Roger)
Skaggs and Marye Lou (Hairel)
Varney; brothers, Russell
(flene) and Gary (Arlene); 27
grandchildren; and several
great and great-great-grand-
children. He is preceded in
death by his davzhter, Lauvra
Crawford,

Memorial contributions may
be made to the American
Heart Association.

Thelma Dawber

Thelma Dawber, 76, of
Farmington Hills died May 19
at William Beaumant Hospital
in Royal Oak.

Funeral services were held at
McCabe Funeral Homein
Farmington Hills Friday.

Mrs. Dawber was a home-
maker. She is survived by her
husband, Eugene; a daugh

Tuesday, May 27, 11 am., at
First Presbyterian Church of
Farmingten, with Rev, Daniel
Noble officiating. There will be
a military honor guard at the
church.

Mr. Emmett was bornin N.
Tonowanda, N.Y, on Jan. 14,
1918, He had been employed in
the auto industry as an engi-
neer, and was a members o
SAE, SPE and Marine Veterans
of World War il

Survivors include his wife of
60 years, Betty; daughters
Clover (John) Uecker and
Kelley; sons Ceaig (Lori) and
Kevin (Joanne); 11 grandchil-
dren and one great-grandehild.

Armangements were by
Heeney-Sundquist Funeral
Home. The family prefers
memorials 1o Hospice.

Barbara Falattl

Barbara Angela Faletti, 69,
of Livonia died May 22 ather
home.

Funeral services were held
Saturday, May 24 at St.
Genevieve Church in Livonia,
with The Rev. Howard Vogel

Pamela Dawber Harmon; sis-
ter Joyce Sheen; and grand-
children Sean and Ty Hannon.
Daughter Leslic and sister
June Johnson preceded her in
death.

Mrs. Faletti was born on Oct.
23, 1933 in Detroit. She was
preceded in death by a son,
Anthony.

Survivors include her hus-
band, Charles; sons Vincent

“The family prefers memori- (Terri) and Douglas; and
als to the Leukemia & grandsons Carlo and Victor.
Lymphoma Society, 1421 E. 12 Arrangements were by
Mile Road, Madison Heights, Hi dquist Funeral
48071, Home.

Visit us during our
OPEN HOUSE
Sunday - May 25th
b from 12:00 - 6:00 p.m.

« Options] scrvices: lunch

and dinner, housckeeping
and laundry services are

- all dvailable

e Courtesy trinspartation

mind for you!
o Training available
* 99% success rate
o Protects gardens & landscaping!
* Protects cats too
¢ Customized to your yard.
o FREE consultation!

__{E]____ - F.wdl«:::; ;nd off-site
WALTONVCDD -+ Fasios tion

—_———————— ¢ 50 much mo
‘Redefining Ketirement Living ch more!

Because every pet is unique and
every yard different, we
offer complete solutions
and provide person-
alized, attentive

| service. We'll evaluate
. your property, design
R and install a system
right for your

Ma}; 29 - June 1
THURSDAY - SUNDAY

SHAIN PARK

|
! needs as well as SPONSORED
i train your pet. e ot
yourp Bmﬂmgh%mw .
aeamnee % *
: _—
. S END W I BN RN AN EEm W
. HOURS: f
e Thursday 2-10 p.m.  Friday 2-13 p.m. Tewnsend
B Saturdsy 11a.m.-30 p.m. * Sunday 19 p.m.
i e

FUN ¢ FOOD ¢ ENTERTAINMENT
* Midway Games %
_1’,)\'-()NI' PRICE” WRI
T2 00 AT e 2230 DA for S13pel pe

) © o tistbainds sobd antib S o .
O0APM 11 15 per, person’
danst e sold unttd 1A
R0 PAL A SIS per peson
O ristinamds sold wtd = o0 "

b g 0 \
 31645Southfield Rd. . ¢
everly Hills, 48025
‘ " -646-WOOF(

ISPE
TIURSPAY

Invisible
Fence _

Your dog, snfe at home, .

1RIDAY 200 PM o

For more Information: (248) 644-1700
——

osesevazas
-




