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ndowntown Farmington, scores of people turned
out despite a few morning sprinkles to watch the

nnnunl Memorial Day parnde, organized
i Ameri

ion

Ataround 9:30 Monday merning, small groups
of friends and families had gathered at carcfully
metered locations along Grand River. At first,
everyone had plenty of clbow room; most chairs
and blankets were set up at a polite distance, which
grew alittle smaller os the magic hour approached,

The crowd seemed amazingly diverse. As teens
on skateboards and roller blades scooted past
moms pushing strollers, bikers
with tattooed arms strode past
dada In conservative khakis, We
are also communities of many
cultures, most of which were
represented right there on Main
Street as the parade passed by,

Stalwart Club mem-
bers, some of whom come out for
this event every year, distributed
American flags to just abenst every-
one willing to doa little waving.

Kids and dI fromnll .
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Memorial Day parade
reveals good, kind hearts

could go on forever and probably will. But as
Farmington's Memorial Parade reminded me,
that's not what really matters.

Consider instead people like Joff Pavlik and
Becky Burns, who collected $200 for UNICEF's
fund to help Iragi children during the few hours
they were open Monday morning,

Or a group of Girl Scouts from Neighborhood
Scrvice Unit 33, which [ understand includes
cveryone from Brownies on up, who walked the
parade route promoting their campaign to send
notes of support ta U.S. soldiers stationed abroad.

And remember the owner and employces of
‘Thmara Spa in Farmington Hills, who madelife a
little nicer for a group of military moms not too
long ago, treating them to facials, massages and
special treatment to help them theough some very
difficult times,

Last but not least, think about the veterans and
their wives who have worked 5o hard over the years
1o organize Farmington's annual day of remem-
brance, Instead of secking glory for themselves, they
choose to honor our communities’ best and brightest
emergency personnel, men and women who hme
also performed above and beyond the eall of duty.
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: three high school g
. bands ~ Farmington, Harrison
and North — gave up their holiday to perform.
‘The Miss Farmington/Oakland County pageant
contestants accompanied Miss Farmington Kelly
Zander, another group of young people who
understand the importance of paying theic
respects to those who have served their country.
For those few hours during the parade and
after, people forgot about their differences and
embraced a common love of country and hope for
peace. Senfors who have lived through worse
times than these stood alongside sons and daugh-
ters who wonder how bad times arc golng to get.
‘We nolonger cling to the innocent belief that
wars are fought in forcign Jands, that America the
beautiful Is also America the fmpenetrable,
Politicians trying to protect us have expanded their
powers of Investigation to a frightening degree.
Once focused on national defense, our armed
farces have beconie invaders, However just the
causc, this skmple shift in policy so widely accept-
cd scems monumental — and not unltke the
assumption of investigative powers that seem to
consider us all terrorists untll proven otherwise,
Under construction at Orchard Lake and 12
Mile raada sits a moaument to what happens
when good men do nothing, when an evil regime
is allowed to inflict barbaric pain upon its own
pco{llc. ‘The Holocaust Museum's grey-striped
walls remind us of the concentration camp uni-
forins; the brick facade, of the barbed wire lfcnem‘

The whether Of raq)
Freedom waa a Just war und whether the govern-
ment has gone too far with | land Sceurity

that as the High
marching band played our nationa! anthem dur-
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Leadership Council looks
at best ways to use land

ike many of you, my daily commute to
Lnnd from work is much Jonger than I
'waould like it to be.

My drive from the city of Wayne to down-
town Birmingham can take me anywh
from 40 minutes to more than an kour,
depending on how bad the Southfield
Freeway ls congested with teaffic.

Day after day, my drive tekes me through a
contrasting lnndscape, from the blight and
urban deeay of Inkster and Detroit, to the
charm and vitality of Roya] Oak and
Birmingham.

1f nothing clse, o long
commute at least gives you
time to think. As [ pass the
vacant fr L

tics must be laid.

It also means funds must be taken away
ta maintain the infrastructure in the
older, inner ring suburbs like Inkster,
Ferndale and even Southfield. As a result,
urban decay Is starting to rear {ts ugly
head in those once-stable communities,
because residents and retailers are mov-
ing away to newly developing areas like
Clarkston.

But developing towns are also experiencing

problems, because in many cases they are in
no position to deal with the growth.
Rondwayn are often jammed, and the con-
struction of sewers often lags behind the rate
of growth,

b

lotx and crumbling roads of
Inkster and Detroit, I often
wonder how they've fallen
on hard times, while places
like Birminghnm have
stayed vibrant places to
‘h:-ﬁ and live.

at is one of many ques-
tions the two dozen mem-
bera of the Michigan Land

i
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ing Monday's poust-parad
tion and movement stopped in Memorial Park,
from passing bicyclists right dawn to a car navi-
gating Oakland Street, whose driver must have
heard those glorlous strains through the ear’s
open sun roof and pulled over.

We all enjoyed the freedom of publiely bowing
our heads together, asking a Higher Power for
what scems 0 clusive in human terms: pence.

Everyonc listened respectfully through a round
of Taps, played to honor those who have paid the
ultimate price.

And as the last note faded, the carillon at First
United Methodist Church chimed in with an instru-
mental benediction and its clenr, unspoken words:

*Amcrica, Amerlca, God shed His grace on thee,
and crown thy good with brotherhnod, from sea
to shining sea”

esc are the tiny bits of hope we come’across
as we're sifting through the day's bad news. For all
we learn about what's wrong in our two commu-
nities, we can't take for granted what's right.

When you hear during thia clection year what's
wrong with aur schools and our citles, remember
thls Memorinl Duy and all the people with good,
kind hearts who took the time to remember and
make our communlty n kinder place.

Jonl Hubred is editor of the Farminglon Observer. She wel-
comes your comments [n person or by mail at 3341 Grand
River, Farmington, MI 48335; by phone, (248) 4T1-5450; by
FAX, (248) 477-9722; or via e-mall,
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Use Leadership Council are golng to try to
answer in the next few montha.

‘The councit was formed by Gov. Jennifer
Granholm to curb the state’s rapid loss of
open space and find ways to save the Inkaters
of the region. The cauncil is co-chaired by
former governor William Milliken and for-
mer attarney general Erank Kelley, which
gives it instant cradibility. And it s going to
need at least that.

‘The council’s main chore [s to find a way to
bridge the gap between the people who want
to prescrve open space and those who want
to develop it. Some people think it is perfectly
lmccptnb{:: to develep in rural areas. Local
cconomles depend on it. Heck, many of my
own friends are in the construction trades
gtﬁ! depend on new development to pay the

ills.

But there are facts in this debate that
can't be ignored. A i ional

of the council got a taste of
how difficult an issue this is during the
iast two weeka, in which a number of

crowded public hearings were held across

the sate.
Ascording to State Rep. Ruth Johnson, R-

Holly Township, who is on the council, about |

150 people showed up at the two hearings
recently held in Oakland Cottnty, which has
scen its share of growth and decline over the
past decade,

“The hearings went cxceptionally well,

People from five different counties showed up

and provided comment. It was a diverse

crowd. We had the diversity I was looking for, ~

frem farmers to the more urban city

dwellers,” she said. "But it shows how difficult !

a task we have in front of us, There are so
many different ideas and different thoughts
about how this (growth management) needs
to happen.”

The council has to decide how far the state
can go to preserve open space. It must do it
in a way o protect personal property rights
and maintain local rnmental control.
They shouldn't be able to tell a farmer he

”

i

can't sell his land to the highest bidder. At the *

aame time, the council must also provide eco-
nomic tools to older cities so they can stop
the hemorthaging.

It Is not an easy task.

Granholm has told the council she

gls, o
h firm that d develop:
ment patterns {n metropolitan areas,
released a report last weck that concludes
the metro Detroit area {s gobbling up land
10 times faster than the growth of its pop-
ulation,

wants some recommendations by August,

which doesn't give ita members much
time to digest all of the public commen-
tary. Hopefully they can find some solu-
tions to this problem.

I wouldn't mind encountering a little less

Outlying subucbs are sceing an
of ruh{elnud and reteil development, which
means the state and local governments must
allocate funds to build the n infra.
structure to take care of those people. Roads
and schools must be built. Sewers and utili-
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my daily And a nicer
view.

Kurt Kuban is an Observer & Eccentric stalf wtiter. He
€an be reached at (248) 901:2536 o7 by e-mall t
Kkkuban@oe homecommunet.
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