u’_,‘f"‘, Cbserver & Eccentric | Mursday, June § 2003 I AT HnME | secxrhometoicntife.com
ey, etoRRCHER " Front load washers: Are they better?

The Metropolitan Rose Sociely will
meet 115 p.m, Friday, June &, at the
Royal O3k Senior/Community Center,
3500 Marais, east of Crooks and narth
ot 13 Mile.

George Hartley will speak on How o
Win the Award of Queen of the Rose
Show.

Admission s lree. The public may
attend

Cail{243) 689-9529 for information.

Troy Gardan Club

Sasha Kodet, 3 naturatist at Seven
Ponds Hature Center, wil) give a slide
presentation on the monarch bulter-
fiy as well 33 other Richigan dulter-
fhes for the Troy Garden Clud,

The presentation will take place noon
te 3 pm. Wednesday, June 31, at Big

,Beaver United Methodist Church, 3153

- John R, just south of Wattles in Troy.

- Kodet will talk about how {o attract

" thase winged jewels 10 our Michigan
Qardens. Relreshements will be served
at noon, Visitors are walcome: quest
donation $3. Reservations aren't
required.

For mare Information, call Barb at
{248) 952-5938.

Native shrubs
Naturescaping wilh Native Sheuds, a
site tour of recently planted nalive

tion and characteristics. will take
glace 9+t am. Saturday, June 7, &t
Riverside Park in Beverly Hills {on
Riverside Drive, just east of Evergreen,
between 13 and H Mite),

The eveal is free. Register with the
Seutheastern Oaktand County Water
Authority, (248} 268-5150.

Hature walk
Families are invited ta the Rouge River
Hature Walk and Ecosystem Divetsity
Demonsteation, 9:30-10:30 am.
Saturday, June 7, in Southlie!d.
The event will be at Vatiey Wood Trail
South, on ihe southeas? corner of
Civic Center Drive and Telegraph. It
will be conducted by award-winnirg
seience teacher Renee Hoore.
Register with 1he Southeastern
Oakland County Water Aulhority, (248)
288-5150,

Home decar
Haberman Fabrics, 905 S. Main in
Royal Oak, presents home decor cfass-
s for a range of sawing cxperience
tevels.
The schedule includes Simpte Curtatn
(fee Is 60, Thursdays, June §19.
Registration and payment are
required In advance. Space is limited.
Fot Information, calf (248} 541-00i0 or

The Nichigan School of Gardening
offers a variety of classes.

Reqister early. Seating is limitad.
Some classes have pre-requisiter. For
more information, call (243) 4-GARDEN
o visi! www.michigangardening.com.
The schedute includes Lhese classes.
which meet at Goldner Walsk Nursery,
559 Orchard Lake Road in Pontiac,
south of Square Lake Road and east of
Telegraph:

Contalnet Gardeniag {tee is $40),
Saturday, June T; and Difficult Sites:
Harsh Exposures (540}, Wednesday,
June i,

Matthael Botanical Gardens
Classes tn the adutt education
pragram al {he University of
Michigan Maithati Butanical
Gardens include the five-session
Wetland Delineation (fee Is $800, $785
Tor members), beginaing Monday,
June 9.
Call (734) 998-7081 for Information,

i you bave an item fot the catendsr,
please submit it at least two weeks in
advance of the date it should de pub-
lished. Send lo Xen Abramczyk. At
Home editor, Eccentric Newspapers.
805 E Maple, Bitmingham NI 48009
or email

visit com,
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whether manufacturers
will soon make only front
load washing machincs and
dmp the top load models. He
o 180 asked
M whether the
 front loaders
y are more effi-
cleat than the
top load wash-
ers. He won-
dered what
makera or
models he
should look at
Eurchrulng,
e would be
Joe g his

A reader recently asked me

evening computer class to
learn how to use it.

During this past year [ have
met many people who are
quite happy with their new
{ront loader. [n essence, we
had better be happy with them
because that's all we are going
o get.

The rest of this column is
devoted to the many service
techniclans across thia country
who feel as I do,

Frontload washcera are not
new, They were out 40 years
ago. They also nre areal paln
to repair,

That pnln came out cf the

k when-

Gagnon | older machine

There are (Imca when 1 wish
1 could be like my cousln in
northern Cannda. I can go fish-
ing in a boat with him and the
only thing he says in five hours
is *Yep.” Well, [ say *Yep™ to all
of the above and as soon as 1
say more, I'm in trouble. So
here goes,

The front loaders were creat-
ed under n mandate issued by
the U.S, Department of Energy
in order Io conserve water in
thi ry. At the same time,

An article on new garden
plants that ran in the
Thursday, May 22, edition of
the At Home sectlon should
have Identified one of three
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new varieties of dogwood trees
available at Stelnkopf Nursery,
20815 Farmington Rond, in
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Floridn “Cherokee Brave,” and
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The article also should have
identified the Acer (Maple)
“Shantung” tree, also avallnble
at Steinkopf.
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these Frunt loadcls will use less
energy to wash and spin
clothes falrly dry, Thcy will
wash the samo size loads or
larger than top loaders and use
less detergent.

In Just a few years all wash-
ers will be front loaders and do
things fvu wouldn't belleve.
You will hnve so many options
on washlng your clothes, you
moy have to enroll in an

ever we had to fix ane. The
extra Inbor to fix one is tied in
with the extra price that home-
owners are going to spend for a
new washer,

These prices are outrageous
and dealers are smiling along
with the manufacturers. This
mandnte imposcd on us rather
quickly was decided by people
who had a self- serving pur-
pose for thelr good deeds, but 1
don't agree with their methods
and neither do mylﬁenrs 1
believe there are ather ways to
sove on water consumption In
this country without ereating
bigger expense for consumers.

‘Tnke a look at all the sirlm
Kler systems you see working
durng a rain and other things
more obvious, I wonder how
many front loaders produced
and sold durieg the past few
years have needed service. !
think the number [s rather
high, which makes me doubt
the quality and tong life of

these expensive machines, The
normal lifespan of a washer
has dmpr«l u lot in recent

ears and will these set an even
ower trend of machine
longevity.

Tam not anxious to have
consumers tell me thelr tale of
woe 10 yeara from now. A
washer {s a washer. Why do we
have to make it more complex
than that? We yearn for the old
ways and sometimes come
back te them.

This could very well be the
case in the years aheed. We will
have to wait and see.

Which brand do I prefer?
There are some 1like and oth-
ers I wouldn't give you two
cents for. A better answer is to
educate you on how tobe a
amart shopper. Ask the repair
companies who fix these front
load washera because they are
the men nnd women who have
to face the consumer.

‘They know what quality ls
and isn't and who makes the
best product, They know who
charges the most for parts and
which machine is easier to
repair,

The front load washer {s
liked by many but not by this
Individual, T am not always
correct in my assumptions and
for the sake of every American,
this time I hope I'm wrong.
Stay tunied,

Joe Gagnon Is host of Ask The
Handymian cn Infinlty Radlo AM 1210 8
am-noon $aturdays and Sundays. Yoy
can hear his tips on WwJ 950 on
weekdays. You can call him on his
sho ot (248) 3561210,
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