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Watch for scam  Make that first hour of the day count
artists this spring

An the Michigan
weather geta warmer
and the asphalt paving
season begins, consumers are
warned to be extremely eau-
tious when selecting a contrac-
tor to pave n driveway or park-
ing lot.

Each spring, bands of con-
artists try 1o scam unsuspect-
ing homeowners and business

le,
eir favorite targets are
senlor citizens.

Some of the asphalt
paving scams warning signs

are:
B Selling door-to-
door,

Reputable asphalt contrac-
tors will rarely, if cver, sell their
product door-to-door.

@ Claiming they have left-
over asphalt from another job.
Profeasional asphalt contrac-
tors will know, with great accu-
racy, how much paving materi-
alis needed to complete a proj-
ect. Rarely will they have left-
over material.

@ Push you to make a quick
deciston, Reputable contrac-
tors will provide a written estl-
mate that will be valid for days
or weeks. If the great deal they
are offering you today is not
availalle tomorrow or next
week, it la probably a scam,

lever hire someone on the
spot, Ask for references, then
em,

8 No contract offered, Insist
on a written contract specify-
ing in detail, the work to be
performed and the agreed
upon price.

W Cash only sales. Moat
reputable contractors take
checka or credit eards and
don't wlrc cash-only terms,

i Deals that scem to be gond
to be true. if the quoted price
seemna very low, chances are the
quality of the work will also be
quite low,

@ Unmarked truck, Often
the trucks they travel in are
unmarked or they have an out-

* of-town address and phone

number. A little research will
reveal that they have no per-
manent address and the phone
number i1 often an answering
machine.

A professionally designed
and properly constructed
asphalt pavement will last for
many years and most reputable
contractors will stand behind
their work,

Know who you are doing
business with. Consumers
are safer dealing with a con-
tractor who has roots in the
comnunity.

F‘a‘;!n br!cfovenélcw of
asphalt paving and some hel!
qulnformn!ion regarding "
working with asphalt contrac-
tors, eall Michigan Asphalt
Paving Associntion at 1-800-
292-5959 and request the free

eway ore.
The Michigun Asphalt

{l}dng Association seeks to
nform policymakers and the
public of the advantages of
using asphalt in road-building
applications, To learn more

ut MAPA and The New
Asphalt, visit our web site at
www.miasphalt.com,
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My mornings are hectic, Eve
needs my help. This internspts
what § want to do, | wafk In circies

stacks of paper and general
clutter throughout your houce
if you n'pcc('thc next morning

you leave or stay home, your
housc is In arder.
If you have a specific “clean-

your children as early as age six
to make their beds. They can
make their own schoo! lunches .

Nttie. How can |
start my day
runnl

moothiy?
H
The first
hour of the day
il will determine
how produc-
tive you will
be, [t sets the
:Iume fcln- your
lny. It la
Diana important to
Koenig | begin eachday
with an effi-
cient plan. The first hour
schedule may vary because of
vacations, school year, sum-
mer, week-enda or we X
Part of the success of the first
hour is determined by the last
hour the night before, You can-
not Jeave s sink full of dishes,

uu.:
Planner:

to run
This might be your typical
“first hour” day: The alarm

ing house” day, you will have a
different sgenda for that day.
You will not have to freshen

atage 10,
The early training you give
ﬁurchlldnn in these basics

rings and you get out of bed, the bathrooms because you are 1) prepare them for their
You tend to personal needs and  going to thoroughly clean future careers.
make the bed. Start n load of them, You will not make beds Your duys will be more pro-

clothes In the washer. Procced
to the kitchen where you can
rrcpam breakfast, eat and fix
unches. Alter everyone has

during your first hour because
you will wash bed linens before
making the beds, In the sum-
mer months when the children

ductive if you follow a first
hour schedule. You can accom-
plish a lot in the first hour, and
that will MK you establish a

had breakfast do a final are not in school yon may routine for the rest of the dsy.

kitchen clean-up, begin the morning later witha  If the schedule for the rest of
Spouses and older children more relaxed schedule, the day crashes, at least your

can be trained to clean their Train your family to be first hour was & success.

own breakfast dishes and if responsible when they get .

neceasary make their own ready in the morning, Each Today's Bufletinz “The _

Tunches. family member can make his success of each day depeads onthe .,
Put the clothes from the bed, pick up his room and first 60 minutest ‘.

washer into the dryer. Next rinse his own breakfast dishes, :

» freshen up the bathroomsand ~ Older children can make their  Send your questions and success sto- W
empty &ll the trash cans, own breakfust (except on fes to: Diana Koenig, P0. Box 1702, '
Finally finish any necessary momings when Mom prepares  Manchester, KO 6307
perzonal needs. You are ready  breakfast for everyone) and e-mail: dianakoenig®hatmail com or

school Junches. You can train e dormesticplannercom

for the rest of the day. Whether
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Junior League of Birmingham

MEMBERSHIP OPEN HOUSE
junie 17, 2003 at 7:00 p.m.

The Community House
Interested In Jolning an outstending
volunteer organization?

Attend this informal event to learn more about
the Junior League, register for the Fall 2003 New
Member Class, and join other fantastic women in
our dynamic volunteer organtzation.

RSVP to jLB office at 248-646-2613.

Visit the Observer online at
www,hometownlife.com

For more Information, please call Anne Reeves at
{248) 646-5872, or visit our website at
222 jIblrmingham.org

We vvelcome women from: the greater
metropolitan area to be o part of our award-
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1 Call tol froo: 866-88-PAPER (72737)

& Eccentric

Enjoy totally local coverage of
business, sports, community events,
government issues and
much, much more. Subscribe today
and get an extra

36251 Schoolcraft,
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et two months free for only 95 1
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| [:] I'm a current subscriber and would like to take
1 advantage of this speclal offer and renew. ]
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