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Qifice of Highway Safety Planning.

The Farmington Hills Police Department was awarded the Richard H. Austin Long-Term Tralfic Salety Award for
Aheir proactive approach to tealtic safety during the recently hetd Governor's Trafiic Safety Advisory
Commlssion awards luncheon. Pictured are GTSAC representatives and deslgnees and the award recipients
{from teft) Secretary of State Terrl tynn Land; Gloria Jeft, director of the Michigan Department of
Transportation; Linda Scatpetta, representing the Michigan Department cf Community Health; Lt, Colonel Pete
Munoz, representing the Michigan State Police; Sqt. Patrick Comlnl of the Farmington Hibls Police Department;
Gary Gibbons, GTSAC tocal representative and chief of the Meridian Townshlp Police Department; Kollace
Spencer, director of the Olfice of Services ta the Aging; and Betty J. Mercer, GTSAC chair and dicector of the

Walnut Lake Road mess to yield relief

BY SUSAN . TAUBLR
STATF WRITER

A grent deal of patience is
needed by motariats alon)
Walnut Lake Road between the
Weat Hloowfield ‘Township
Hall comygex enteance nid
Farttugton Roud.

Construetion crews are slow-
(g down the normab conmmite
through thint uren oy Lhey
Tengaben the passitg lane on
the westbound slde of Walnut
Lake Road at Farmington Ruad
Ty 1,000 fect.

‘The fane wixder construction
Is currently dirt, with bright
orange barrels warnlng drivers
not to get toa close to the edge
of the paved road. The drop-off
to the unpaved section is steep,
something n few unfortunnte
drivers have already diseovered,

“Township trustee and
Planning C Ession latson
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Crews are busy extending the right passing [ane on westbound Watnut Lake

Road at FarmIngion Road,

passing lnne to avoid drivers
turning left onto Farmington
Road, will ease a Jot of conges-
tion, but [ think traffic on west-
bound Walnut Lake Road from
Orchard Luke Is un Issue ns
whole, especially near

S doah Country Club,

Stuart Brickner said plans for
this extended lane have been in
the works for a long time.
“There have been o lot of
complaints about traffic com-
ing out of the township hall
complex nnd approaching
Farmington Rond,” he sald.
“The extended Inne, permitting
people to get into the right

with the construction of the
Chaldean center”

‘Township Supervisor David
Flalsher said tri-party funds nre
paying for the rond work on
Walnut Lnke Road, That means
the township, the Road
Commission for Oakland
County and Oakland County
nre splitting the engineering

and constntction costs equnlly,

Thomns Bird, Plnnning
Department directar, sald the
townships portion of the rond
improvement Is about
$100,000. He expecta the lane
construction on Walnut Lake
Road to be completed in about
nweek. .

The township approved
another lrl-)mnr road Improve-
ment project, which, Bied sald,
will be forwarded 1o the RCOC
for approval,

‘This projeet will extend o
lane 1,000 fect on eastbound
Maple Rond from Daly Road to
Orchard Lake Road.

County Executive Patterson faces reckless driving charge

BY PAT HURPHY
STATF WRITER

Anattomey for county
Executive L. Brouks Patterson
fied arruigniment papers on his
behalf Wednesday, thereby sav-
ing Oaklund's most y

It is assigned to District Judge
Richard D, Kuhw, n former
Republican Onkland County
Conunissioner and the son ofn
prowminent cireuit conrt judge,

The arralghment papess were
aresponse Lo the crminal mis-

) charge ized the

clected official the embarrass-
ment of personally appearing on
a reckless driving eharge stem-
ming from his teaffie stop for
crratic driving near his honte in
Clarkston.

Thomas J. Ryan filed a waiver
of armignment — commonly
known ns an arraignment by
wmail — shortly after noon in
515t District Court in Watei ford
Township, A plen of not guilty
was included with the waiver,
and no bond wns set. The case
was scheduled for pretrinl con-
feretiee at 1:30 panv July 17,

clenn driving record.
The warrant agalnst
Patterson was authorized after
an Independence Towushi
man testified he saw a black car
beftg driven in an erratic man-
ner about 11:30 pan. June 2,
first in Waterford and then In
Ind 1 hiib. Th

previous day by M.
Wanda K. VandetMeer.
Patterson, 64, is charged with
reckless driving, which earriesn
maxhmum seatence of 90 days
in jatl, a $500 fine,n dutory

P 1 e
driver of the black car wus later
identified us Patterson, who was
returning fram a golf outing in
Birminghom.
Arthur Spark who lives

* suspension of his driver’s license

~ orafl three — upon conviction,
Conviction on reckless driving
nlso tequires six points be ndded
to the driver’s license, Drivers
who amass 12 points face sns-
pension of their license, A
spokesperson for the Michigan
Scerctary of State's office
Wednesday said Patterson has a

near the Dixie Highway condo-
minium complex in which
Patterson lives, said he was driv-
ing when he saw the car driven
in o wanner that disregarded
public safety.

Sparkman made 1 9-1-1 eall
that resulted in a sherifls
deputy fram the Independence
substation, James Bowie, stop-
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ping the vehicle in the condo-
minium cemplex within walk-
[ng distance from Patterson’s
home.

Bowie, with the approval of o
sergeant, subsequently gave
Patterson a ride home — some-
thing that resulted in both of
them being suspended by

a news conference Thursday
where he ncknowledged deep
regret for the June 2 incldent

with violating state low that pro-
hibits delving when n combina-
tion of aleohol and a cuml"})llod

) :

and vowed lo alter his bel

The sherift Initially sakd
drunken driving changes agalnst
TPatterson would be difficult to
sustain because of the lack of n
bl hol test or other evi-

Y
Sheriff Michael J, Bouchard,
who said they failed to follow
established procedures requir-
ing o ficld sobricty test. A video
of the tmffic stop showed an
apologetic Patterson acknowl-
edging having had a “couple
glasscs of wine” at the golfout-
ing in nddition to pain killers he
said he took for a torn Fotator
cuff.

Patterson was not available
Wednesday, and e did not
return phone calls.

‘The county executive did hold

denee normally obtained in a
field sobricty test. Bouchnrd,
however, asked the Oakland

would

affect the duiver’s abllity to oper-
nte n inotor vehicle, That clurge
is similnr to QUIL (opermting
uneler thse influence of intoxdent-
Ing liquor), the township prose-
eutor said, and carrics compara-
ble sanctlons,

Hvdcll. sald he nbandoned that

Caunty s oftice to
review the case.
The case was referred to

‘Waterford Township after the
county prosecutor and attorneys
for Independence Township
both said they could not review
the ease beeause of possible con-
flicts of interest,

Waterford Prosecutor Walter
Bedell said Wednesday he ini-
tinlly wanted Patterson charged

) after F dis-
closed the pain killer he took st
1he golfonting ns an aver-the-
counter medicine, not a pre-
scribed medication.

Bedell said he discussed the
charge with Pattcison’s attorney
Tuesday moming. "There is no
agreement,” he said. "And I
reserve the right to alter the
charge in the event additional
evidence comes to light”
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