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inn, she added,
‘There aren't those parameters
n a college setting, where stus
denta can be infuenced by the
foudest and most persuaaive
speakers In the room,

PREVIOUS DISCUSSIONS

Fouchey met April 1with
parcits Linda and Bob
Stulberg nnd Sue Kahin, who
were present at Tuesday's
|nuvlhlr

Fouchey also npoke at length
with Don Colien previous to
the meeting. Cohen, n
Farmlngtan Hitls parent who
will have two students at
Warner Middle School next
year, Iy also the farmer exeeu-
tive director of the Jewish
Antl-Defamation League,

Speaking at the June 17
school board meeting, he said
a parent’s polltical {deology is
slmplism nnd no way for

American foreign policy.

Kahn feared bias and preju-
dice will be tntroduced into
the achiool system and sald the
Web sites didn't present diver-
slty of epinlon,

Beeause Web aites are fluid,
teacheea will uae caution in
presenting materinl, l’uuulmy
naded Fridag,

"Nat tenching some \uplm
would be cenworahlp,” lu, ralit,

FUNDAMENTAL PRDBLEMS

“The fundutiental problem
with this dlstrict [s that there
Is not {n) focus on busics,”
Steven Schwartz said.™IL 7
wants to do so many cool and
cxc!\ing things lhnl it misses
thc 3 Ra

He reviewed U\c curriculm
to find out ifit was anti-
American, anti-Semitic and
anti-1sracl; he decided it was
more 2 university ar graduate-
level course,

*If you are really doing this
curriculum it should be taught
down at Wayne State,”

d differ-
cont mllgium. cthalelty or cul-
tural values in their own socie-

ty

“We're talking politleal
isaues here,” Cohien sald,
udding polities should be kept
away from famitial valucs.

. Cohen felt the curriculum
approved was “glaring In its
bias,” and he criticized some of
the Web sites as critical of

sald. *It is way above
kids®

A teacher would need to be
overwhelmingly neuleal n
teaching the course, be said.
Schwartz found words used
Tike "Palestine,” which {3 not a
neuteal word, beeause the very
existence of that land is in
politleal dispute,

Linda Stulberg; who hns
worked for the Detroit Frép

7

!

Press, the Chicago Sun Times

d Music Magnzine also eriti-
cized n Nawed process.
Curriculum was drafted with-
aut the knowledge of the
diverse Farmington commmuni-
ty.

"Whure wis the oversight?”
whhe ke,

STULBERGS WRITE

“Fartleatasly troabling in

7 somne of the resaurces refer

enced in our [nternationnl
aflales x)llnbm are llm nrli’-
serving

BY SUEBUCK.
STAFF WRITER

Some parenty critical of
Farmington Schoals’
Inteenational Affulrs course
nre also concerned over mov-
ing an American government
cotirse from 121h-grade to
ninth-grado curriculum,

Offlclals have sald the
miove was nccumyd‘

i

Ameriea-bushing, while Irnnr-
ing or distorting the ugly
truths and fallings of othep
world systems,” the Stulberga
suid o a June 3 letter o

- Fouchey,

*So outraged are parents
neross the country by efforts to
minbmize the study of
American government while
force-feeding students inter-
nutional propaganda that they
are bandlng together to sue
their loeal school districts,
Many have succeeded in pre-
venting the false indoctring-
tion of impresslonable young
minds,

Comu\uiug ln thelr letter:

Fducational Asscssment
Program testing.

Parcnts belicve the study
of government s most useful
to graduating senlors who
arc preparing to enter the
adult world and might
encourage them to vote.

In aletter to Jerry
Fouchey, director of curricu-
lum, Farmington Hills par-
ents Linda and Bob Stulberg
said ninth graders Inck the
sophistication and mnturity
needed for global studies.

In his reply, Fouchey wrote
that a survey recently con-
ducted by the Oakland

Parents critical of moving government class

Intermedinte School District

Farmington Public School

found that of 40 Oalland board mrecting, boerd mem-
dintricta, only five still main-  ber Gary Sharp said the
L\In the 12th mndc American nwltch pmvldu [ lpod
lw::]ve schools recommend " With the fcdcml No Chlld

the study at ninth grade, five
at 10th and seven at 11th,

The remalnlng 11 schools
requlre e course withina

Anit of grades: oneat
rades 10 or 11, seven at

grades 13 o 12, two ot grades
10, 11 or 12 and one at grades
nine, 10, 11012,

“Our scope and sequence h
clearly wllhln standard
tice for developing the sl llli
of effective citlzenship,” he
concluded

Fouchey pointed out later
that parents hadn't voiced
concern about teaching
civics/government in April
2002, when new graduntion
requirements were
approved. Much discussion
then centered on the Senlor
Project clnss, which is nowa
pilat offered as on elective,

During the June 17

Left Behind program, which
uses test scores 1o meavure
schiool progress, the MEAP
becomes even more impor-
tant, Borrd Member Frank
Reid sald,

Superintendent Bob
Maxiield, n former 12th
grade social studies tescher,
sald 18-25 year olds have the
worst chng records,

‘That won't change until
zdults figure out a way to
communicate the impor-
tance of voting to them.

“There's & number of
utrulcgics to make that hap-
pen,” Maxfield said,

1f young people gathered

and red to vote they
could be as strong a voting
block as the American
Associntion of Retired People
(AARP), sald bonrd member
Cathy Webb,

groups
Lo pressurc l:ducnturs 10
revap their curricula have
not gone unnoticed by mnln-

blatantly transparent histori-
cal ‘rcvhln_r:lnmlwks: strong
ti-A -West

stream o
They are nlcrﬂug thiefr con-
stituencies to subtly veiled and

undercurrents.
According to a report in the

Christian Scieace Monitor,
Los Angeles Schools pulled
hundred of copies of donated
Korans that were offensive
and bigoted.

Universities, too, are grap-
pling with pressures from
international student groups
and farelgn governments to
rdlealize campus education”
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of 15 finatists. From there, he
went on to win an honorable
mentlon, and was presented
with a §30 scholarship and
Associnted Press Stylebook at o
ceremony held May 15 at the
Focus: llOPECanfcn:nce
Center.

1 reatly wasn't ing
anything, ! wna veally sue-

prised,” sald Robbins,

Others who have worked
with Robbins expressed some-
wha! different expectations,

I really did think he would
do really well,” said Cindy Raby,
ncwspaper adviser and socinl
sclences teacher at
Clarenceville. She persuaded
Robbins to becone involved
with the paper after shie taught
him in an Ameriean history

Justin Robbing, a Clarenceville
qraduate, was honored recently with

Along with Heather
Rilpatrick, Shades'editor-In-
chicf-in-tralning, Raby decided
to send Robbins as one of the
two contestants pennitted from
each school.

The netual was

Focus: HOPE events coordina-
tor,

The process started at 1 p.m,
and journalista were supplied
only with notepads, pens and
access to a computer Inb, where

ded out their stories

held on April 2, beginning at
8:30 a.m. Throughout the
morning, 20 mentors from var-
ious newspaper publications
provided an intensive "cmsh
cousse” of ndvice and t

Studcnu n!w learncd avout
the back d of Focus:

an award for hls talents.

class his freshman yean

*I could s2c that he had very
goodd wiiting skills and (he) was
intercsted in history and poli-
tics ... 50 I recruited him,” Roby
said. "He has shown a great
deal ofdcdic:\liml. He's afan-
tastic young man”

He's also one of only two
young wmen who advanced to
the finals.

HOPE, 2 nndonnll) recognized
civil and hwnan rights otgani-
zxtion that waa catablished in
Detroit {n 1968. From there,
they received a tour during
which they were introdueed to
personne] and students, and
then the contest begun.

“Their task was to go out,
find and interview a persan,
and submit n story by 5:30,
exptained Maurice Huey,

they
by deadline.

Robbina decided to interview
Command Sgt, Major Thomas
Murphy, a 66-year-old ex-mlli-
tary man who manages Focus:
HOPE's First Step and FAST
‘TRACK programs, designed to
develop end improve reading
and math skills,

Accustomed to writing hard
news storics, Robbins found
that he bad to put in extra.
elort to write his two-page fea-
ture.

*(1t) started off asa n.-nlly
straight news story,” sak
Rnbbins, who mtcrviwvd

Murphy with a panel of other
students within 45 minutes.
“So what T had to do was ...
really work to make it Interest-
ing. That was the hardest
ing”

After interviewing reveral
other Focus: HOPE employees
and a former student, and
ndding the right mix of details,
Robbins succeeded.

*Justin wus one of the most
enthusiastie participants that
we had,” suid Huey, whoin
Robbins lmcmcwcd "He was
very gung-ho about getting out
there and finding someone to
interview. His grammatics
were excellent” .

Among the mentors helping
at this year’s event was Edward
L enas, an cight-year
Macomb County bureau stafl
writer at the Detroit News. A

mentor of about five or six
years, Cardenas participated in
the Olympics {n 1991 w!
student at South Lake High
School in St. Claire Shores.

"It was a good immersion
into the city (and) § vns able to
... make eome good contacts
with different professionnls at
the thme,” said Cardenas,

Robbins plans on attendlng
Eastern Michigan Univerity,
where he may write for the
Eastern Echo, He's veering v
towards political satire and f
opinion writing, although he is
not yet sure whether he'll pur-
sue journalism as a career.

"1 lowjoumnlum and I espe-
cially love to writs,” said
Robbins. “I'm optimistic tca
point.”
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