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GADSBY

FROM PAGE B1

stories and you've had quite a
life. Why don’t you write a
book?*

“They finally talked me into
it. 1 got excited about doing it,
because it started bringing
back memories about the
things that we did.”

Perhaps with the help of
Howe publicist Del Reddy
(whose brother, Mike, is pub-
tisher of linmortal Investment
Publishing), the book [dea
quickly blossomed into reallty.

LOOKING BACK

In 2001-02, over a span of
about 12 months, the hockey
legend sat down with
Michigan resident and USA
Today hockey writer Kevin
Allen to go over Gadsby's
extraordinary life.

Gadsby's tape-recorded words
were trnasformed oa to pages
thanks to the work of Allen.
Interviews took place both at
the Gadsby residence and at
‘Western Golf and Country Club
in Redford Township, where
Gadsby is 2 member.

“We went chapter-by-chap-
ter, year-by-year, story-by-
story!” said Gadsby, adding he
is very satisfied with how the
fina) product came out.

He's already signed about
1,100 of the 5,000 initial press
run, leaving room for special

inscriptions for future orders
on his Web site (www.billgads-
by.com).

“U'll sign maybe 20 or 25 (at
home), and if there’s nothing
on TV I'll sign another 25, he
sald

Hopefully, there soon will be
book signingy at the Franklin
llanfuet(ﬂub in Southfield and

t other Jocations, Gadsby also
hopes ta sign coples at Joe Louls
Arcna, per! tween pcrwds
of Red in g;mn. Gaelsby’

Web site will Include [nfurmn-
tion on such appearances,

“I wan hoping they'd be tn
the playofs (longer).” he said,
refereing to thls year's four-
game sweep by Anaheim, “We
were really planning on that”

Notallof the stotics In
Gadsby'slife have been Imppy
ones, hawever. And, to his eredit,
acouple are included in hulxxwk

Gadsby still gets slightly agi-
tated when recalling the cruel
twist of fate in the 1964
Stanley Cup finals and when
discussing the 1969 weekend
e was broomed by Norrls.

In the spring of 1964, when
playing defense for the Wings,
Gadsby's bid for a Stanley Cup-
clinching goal in Gam= Six of
the finals missed the mark only
because it struck the stick
knob of completely-screened
Toronto goeltender Johnny
Bower. A minute later, at 2:43
of overtime, Bob Baun scored
the winning goal against the
Red Wings' Terry Sawchuck.

Garne Seven also went to the

The Grateful Gadsby

Maple Leafs, leaving Gadsby
and his teammztes to watch
the Stanley Cup celebration

rnd wonder what happened.,

BAD BREAKS

“1was at the point and {
remember giving the puck
back to (forward) Floyd
Smith.” Gadsby said. "tHe gave
it back to me and [ shot it. T
Tooked at Bower and he wos
Just standing there. The son of
# (gun) wns going in the top
corner, and it hit the handle of
his stick.”

The Red Wings and Gadsby
returned to the finals it 1966,
only to lose ta Monteeal ot a
controversial avertime goal by
Henri Richard.

Gadshy snidt Richard slid into
Detroit goalie Roger Crozier with
the puck under kis arm - and
Richard, Crozier and the puck all
wound up over the goat line.

“You've got to get the
breaks,” Gadsby said quictly.

As far as his October 1969
firing by Norris, the Red
Wings had just defented
Chlcago, and the owuer and
conch had some happy

maments in the dressing room
immediately afterward.

“Bruce Norris loved to beat
Chicago, because his brother
owned the club” Gadsby said.
“He had his arm around me after
the game and said, "Bill, you've
really got these guys going” And
1idl, We're going to bave n
goodl year! ‘The next day ,.”

Geduby made u screechiog
sound, indicating be got the
so-called ziggy:

But he doesa't iave nny
regrets - except fur not win-
ning a Cup, of course,

“Just Hke it (houk) says, I'm
grateful” Gadsby said. “When

pou read {t, you'll see. You'll
now why. Lam so grateful and
that's why T named it thnt”

FAMILY PRIDE

He is especially grateful to
still be happily married to his
chilithood sweetheart, together
mising daughters Brenda,

Judy, Sandy and Donna.

Gadsby gets aut to the golf
course about four times n week
and is now relatively pain free
after hip-replacement suegery
in the late 1990s,

‘There also is involvement
with the Red Wings Alumni (he
doesn't skate) and oceasional
visits to the Joe for games,

CGiadsby had a scure this win-
ter when doctors found an irreg-
ular heartbeat during a routine
checkup. He had a pacemaker
implanted, and the Gadsbys had
to forgo their annual two-month

trek to Hawaii,

These days, he's doing just
fine. He and his wife plan to
make it back to their istand
reteeat in early 2004,

All four of his daughters
contributed their personal
tnsights into the book. Their

participation is what Gadaby
ikes most about it

"I, you knew them you'd say,
“What nice people,” Gadsby
nuted. “Everybuudy likes them.
‘They love each other”

The Gadshy sisters grew lnto
ndulthesd living with their
parents at the ranch home B
ntd Edna baught In 1968,
Gordie (Haowe) got us a real
estate agent,” sald Gadshy, not-
ing that Howe then was
Lathrup Village resident. “We
louked at 60 hiomes over three
days, and all were in
Southfield. This was the sec-
ond house we looked at.”

The Gadsbys were taken by
the central location and the
fact it was a quiet, well-treed
oasis in the middle of & gros-
ing metropolis.

Now, he putters in the gar-
den or watches for birds (rom
the patio. But there's legs time
for that, with so many boxes of
books to sign.

“(The house) is too blg for
us bow, but we're going to stay
put,” he said,

Doing so {s just another rea-
son Bill Gadsby is grteful,
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BASEBALL
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Farmington swept a double~
header from host Auburn
Hills, 12-2 and 14-12,

Houchins was the winning
pitcher and leading hitter in
the first game.

He struck out 12, allowed
just three hits over seven
innings and didn’t walk a bat-
ter. He hit one, however,

Houchins helped his cause
with four hits, which included
adouble, and knocked in three
runs.

Bosler also had three RB! -
twoonasingleandoneona
fielder’s choice. Volpe had two

hits and Chesney two RBL.
Chesney also scored four runs
and Kish three.

In the nighteap,
Farmington led g-1 aiter bat-
ting in the top of the third,
but Auburn Hills scored
eight runs in the bottom half
to tic. Post 346 ended the
stalemate with a four-run

Brown wus ¢-for-5 at bat
and had two RBL. Jomes went
3-for-4 and hit two home runs
- both solo shots ~ and hnd a
third RBI with a single.

Chesney and Bosler were 2-
for-# and had two RBI each.
Farmington had 13 hits and
received nine walks,

Kish worked the last two

innings to get the pitching win,
ll:]dldn tgiveupahitora

Post 3!6 pln\ed host to
Berkdey § dny and will be

HOCKEY

FROM PAGE BY

more and we're

at home Friduy against Milford
and Sunday for a doublcheader
with league-leading Chief
Pontine, which had a one-gane
lead over second-place Post
346,

*If the pitching holds u
and the defense plnys \\clY
we have a chance to really
gain ground,” Christensen
said, adding Berkley and
Milford are contenders, too,

“We're slowly pulling away
from the pack. It looks like
the two tenms are going to be
us and Chief Pontiac.”

expeeting hin to score even
more for us next year”

Last season, Mitchell scared
18 guals and assisted on 37 ath-
crs for 55 puints in 68 games,

Weber played primarily n
backup role fur the Whalers In
goal this season behind starter
Paul Drew. But when ealled
upon, Weber posted excellent
numbers, winning 13 of the 17
gonies he started with 2 2,92
goals ngainst avernge.

“We got him in a trude with
Sault Ste. Marie and he got
better and better as the season

went on,” Vellueci sald. *Our
goaltenders see n lot of shots in
our practices, and we had a
pretty good defensive team.

His confidence picked up from
there, and he was rewarded Ly
being dmfted.”

:\lﬁ‘lhrue players are
expeeted to return to
Plymouth nest season. The
NHL and OHL have an
agreement that drafied play-
ers return to theie junior
league teams if they are
picked when they are age 19
or younger, Afer they turn
20, the pluyers are free to
rln) at whatever professional
evel thelr ability dictates,

The Whalers also had three
players selected in the 2002

Entry Draft. The team got quite
a bit more exposure to pro
scouts this season thanks to its
long run through the playoffs.
Plymouth lost to the eventual
Memuorial Cup chaunplon
Kitchener Racgers in seven
gomes in the OHL Western
Conference Finals,

Vellueed said the suecess of
thie team directly relates to the
possibility of the tenm’s players
gu\hlu. drafled.

e longer you play, the
better your chances are of
getting drafted beenuse the
scouts remember you better,”
he sald, “One thing we stress
here s the further the team
goes, the further the individ-
unls have a chance to go”
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