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NOCELLA

FROM PAGE BI

1 Nocella and the others in his
region were invited to
Columbus, Ohio, for an orien-
ation program on Memorial
Day weekend.

The staff members were fit-
ted for clubs, received an
;::lﬂm'lml :lf (fr!t"_c) Nike

s, played golf at two coun-
try clubs and visited an archl-
tectural firm specinlizing in
cousse construction.

“They gave us golf bags,
Nike irons, drivers, falowvay
woods, putters, balls, shirts,
shorts, shoes - everything we
need to walk out the door
ready to play” Nocella said.

1 1t took scveral weeks for the
clubs to be tailor-made for
Nocella, and the equipment
recently began arriving at his
house.

“It's super neat; it's like
Christmas all the time,
because stufl keeps showing
up at the door,” he said.

Nike wants its stall nem-
bers to provide monthly feed-
back an its Web site, but
Nocella has been doing it
weekly.

His report includes who he
played golf with, wliere he
played, what clubs e used,
what he liked best, how the
clubs reacted with the Nike
gollballs, cte.

He has tried four different
goll balls, [uchuding the new
One, which Tiger Woods has
used,

“We had the balls before
they were on sale,” Nocelln
said, “Ouly Tlger and us had
them. We're using stuff before

That's pretty cool”

Nocella said he likes the
Nike pro-combo irons the best.
‘The club head is specially
weighted ond causes the golfer
to strike the ball straight and
true cvery time, according to
Nocella,

“They want us to be Nike
golf ambassadors,” he said.
“They wanted to get people
who really love golf and go
from there, hoping we would
show other golfers what they
have to offer.

“They're saying, ‘Here, test
this and let us know what you
think, If you like it, tell every-
bady. If you don't like it, tell
us and what we ean do about

“It's n neat program. Out of
this huge company, only 88 of
us are giving opinions on what
we think.”

Nike wanted golfers who
travel and play in a wide geo-
graphical arca to give thelr
equipment the greatest expo-
sure. That's why it sought
gollers with single-digit hand-
{caps who often plny outside
their home states,

“They know, if you play once
a week, you can get a single-
digit handicap playlug the
same course over and over,”
Nocelln sald.

*If you play 10 rounds sotte-
where else, if you spend muney
to play outside your state, then
you're a serlous golfes, and
that's what they wanted - o
serious golfer”

The progran lasts through-
out the current golf season. In
the fall, Nike will bring the Ba
staff members together for a
season-ending tournament in
Ploehurst, N.C,
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Area decathiete takes 3rd in USA meet

BY BRAD EMOKS
STATF WRITIR

The U.S. is trying to make
resurgencee in the men's
decathlon and Livonia native
Paul Terek apparently doesn’t
want to miss out on the all the
fun.

In n meet where Tom Pappas
established himself as the No.
2 deenthlete in American his-
tory and a threat to become
No. 1 in the world, Terek also
made a name for himself June
21-22 at the USA Track and
Field Champianships held in
Palo Alte, Calif,, when he took
third with n personal best
8,275 points, beating his previ-
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scoring American decathletes
in history.

Runner-up Bryan Clay also
had a career day as well, beat-
ing his personal best by 200
points (8,482), ranking him
third in the warld so far this
year, Number one Rotnan
Sebrle of the Czech Republic,
wlio remains alightly ahead of
Pappas, scored 8,807 in a meet
three weeks ago,

On Tuesday, Terek, the
Franklin High grad and former
Big Ten Track and Field
Athlete of the Year from
Michigan State was flying

ous mark hy 234 paints. home from his tralning base in
‘Terck also earned atrip to San Luls Obispo, Calif. to take
the World Ct ionshi, o much-deserved week off fol-
Paris, scheduled for late lowlng a gruclling two-day
August. event, which ended Sundny
Pappas, mcnx:whllz-, bnzkc night with’ﬂ'le 1,500-meter run

Dan O'Brien’s

record and leaped to No. 2 on
the all-time U.S. list with 8,784
oints, crushing his personal
hest of 8,685, Pappas also
passed Bruce Jenner (8,634),
Steve Fritz (8,644), Chris
Huflins (8,694) and Dave
Johnson {8,727) us the top

at

Among the 10 events, Terek
sct personal bests in the high
Jump (6 feet, 9.75 inches), shot
put {60-10.5) and long jump
(24-2.5).

“1 knew I was capable i the
long jump, but the high jum,
wad a big breakthrough,” snl

Terek, & member of the World's
Greatest Athletes Decathlon
Club. "I've done 6-5 in practice
and my hamstring started to
grab and get a litte fatigued.

*{ think a could have scored
o few more points, but maybe I
was not ready enough beeause
1 didn't eat the right foods and
didn’t hydrated well enough
for the two weeks leading up.

*“But the long jump, discus
and high juinp were eventa [
tried to concentrate on, 50 I'm
pleased.”

‘Terek's specindity, the pole
vault, was somewhat disap-
pointing.

‘The former state prep record
holder nnd NCAA runncr-up
who cleared 18-8 this winner
indoors, settled for a second-
place tie with Pappas (17-0.5)
after prasing ot 17-4.5 and
missing at 17-8.5.

Among his other perform-
ances included 10.9 in the 100;
49.26 In the 400; 19210 in the
Javelln; 15,78 in the 110 hur-
dles; 151-G In the discus (first
overall); and 4:37.25 In the
1,500 run.

Terek was comfortably in
third pince after Satueday's
first day with 4,336 points.

*We had a bad wing for the
discus and head-wind for the
pole vault,” he said, “The vauit
1 was just tired and I had the
hamstring problem,

*The Stanford track is not ay
fast and the wind tendas to shift
alot. Plus, we competed in the
heat of the day, But I was glad
to have the score I did. T knew
1 could still score a lot of
points. The 1,500 basically was
to just finiah the race and geta
good score”

Stephen Moore placed
fourth overall with 8,010 while
Kip Javrin and David Lemen
scored 7,918 and 7,809, respec-
tively, There were n total of 17
competitors.

Terek will return to
California to train and prepare
for the World Chnmplonships.

*1 want to maintain my level
in some of the events and try
and improve in the running
events like the 400 and 1,606
where I'll do some dlstunce
and road work,” he sald.

With the Olymples just one
yonr nway in Athens, Greeee,
“Terck hng ﬁut himself in posi-
tion to make the U.S. team.
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CASTINE

FROM PAGE 81

1n his voice., *T was telling
somebody the other day, 1
rementber the first dny Isnw

D, and he just lnced a single
into the gap. He's just a good,
solid all-around batl pln?'cr."
Following the Englets' 12-6
championship victory over
Grand Rapids Catholic Central
on June 14, at C.O, Brown
Stadium in Battle Creek, the

{ts introduced to the public. domearazoe homecommnel | 13419532141 him biat. We were playing Uof  curly hadred, left-handed
Castine - who ripped three
h I‘ ; } !:ilﬁnl:ru “l.b)t:iu -at
cast reacts ¢ & rookic.
omelownlife.com *It’s incredible and I don't
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think ft's sunk in yet,” he said
with n broad smille, *I just can’t
betleve T can call mysclf o state
champion from now until the
end of my life, I nm n state

t fon, it doesn’t feel like it
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yet. 1 sure it will cventually”
\ ‘With Castine’s future in 11 -
eties at St. Mary's apparently
Just as bright as his recent
past, he gave a tip of the bill of

his eap to his parents, John
ang 5 who got him started
with sotid values and a work
ethic to mntch,

“I think, well, [ was mised by
mgpmnu and they do a great
job,” Jon sald.

But with his parents behind
him all the way, he also began
playing basebnll at an early

oge.

“1 started at T-ball and I've

{:ln)rd competitively all my
Ife;” young Castine said, "I

started at travel ball the flest
rear that I could and I just
ind of gat used to {t”

Also hcl{:lng him quickly
adjust to the bright apotlight
of a state champlonship game
was the fact he played on the
St. Mary’s varsity hockey team
as a freshman.

1t was something duly noted

by Willls.

“He nlso was an varsity
hockey team asg freshman, rnd
that helps him get n feel for
what it's like to be part of n
up{)crclmmnn team,” sald
Willis.

The coach, and older players
on the varsity, know talent
when they cee ft, however.

“The kids at the beginning
of the year told me we beeded
to pull the trigger on him
(bring him up) and get him up
on our squad,” Willls sald. “We
worked n little bit with him all
year and it paid off”

1t did in n champlonship way.

Tim Smith Is sports editor of Lhe Hest
Bloomfield and Southfreld Eccentrics.
He can be reached at {248) 9012589, of
viae-mafl at
Lsmith@cehomecommunet,
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