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Zander recaps
a busy year

eleome to the conclusion of
w« wonderful year as Miss

Farmington
County.
Twas blessed thisyear to
have the opportunity to repre-
sent my community, but little
did I know gbout the experi-
ence of a Jifetime that would be
forever ingrained in my heart
and soul, Looking through my
community service book, 1
noticed that in the past year
alone I was involved with more
than 40 community projects
and in some capacity I am
proud to report that 1 helped
rmise funds for many organiza-
tions. Of all the organtzations
that I volunteered with this
year, well over $140,000 was
raised for their causes,

Some of my favorite times
inciude working with the chil-
dren in our community. I
recently spent time at Lanigan
Elementary School, where 1
enjoyed an jce-cream social.
With the help of my friends
from the Detroit radio station
95.5 FM, my (riend Gallagher
and I'were auctioned off for
yard work and child care serv-

ice.

1akso would like to send o
hello to the students of Willinm
Grace Elementdiry School, 1
enjoyed my time with them nt
their field day and into the
evening at their fun fair. What 1
really ndmire ahout our com-
munity is our service. It is won-
derfulto see adults come out to
support our schools and stu-
dents.

MENTORSHIP

Itisthe support that has
. rm‘!;?'f ropelled mr:tl'usyl:xr I,
ot have known such

potential without the help of
two very special peaple. Twould
like to thank Ginny Morris and
Jennifer Hoernke, Ginny has
been one of the pivotal people
in my life this year as my diree-
tor. Twould also like to thank
Jennifer, ny coach, These two
pushed me ta find the bestin
mysclfand others. They are my
director, coach, fiiends and my
mentors.

This year, ] have talked shout
my platform, the necd for men-
tors, and two of the best exam-
pleswere with me all the way.
‘Thanks Ginny and Jennifer,

Along with these two
extmordinary women, my fam-
ily deserves all my thanks and
gratitude. My mother, Janet,
father, Alan, and sister, Laura,
were always there for me from
the moment I was crowned
July unil 1 s(e[c:red off the stage
nt the Miss Michigan Pageant.
"Thank you to everyone for
hielping me to arrive where
am today:

Aftera \mng‘crful going-
n\\'r\y at the Masonic

m:\lrxm fricnds arrd fam-
Hy \\islxul mewell, Teft to
compete at the Miss Michignn
Scholurship Pageant in
Muskegon, I didn't come home
with the crown, but 1 did come
home with the experienceof a
lifetime.

The wonderful women that I
not only competed against but
became best friends with each
taught me something ahout
their platform, themselves, and
helped me lenm something
about myself I saw dedication
in its true forrn. These women
were dedicated to their plat-
form, their own character, and
the Miss America
Organization.

That is why I ask you to
come and support the next
Miss Farmington/OaKland
County and all her endeavors
when 1crown her July 12 at the
Willinrm Costick Center. From
what I have lenmed this s year,
the only advice T have to give to
our next representative and to
you is to never stop reaching for
your goals ind remember to
never stop lerding a helping
hand.

Ketly Zander is the current Miss
Farmingtonddakland County.

Spectacul

Lara Dixon is rightty proud of har gosgeous irfses,

BY JOMI HUBRED
STAFF WRITER

Over the past seven years, Lora Dixon has ereated a
little slice of Eden around her anlngmn Hills home.

“The basies were hiere .., the steps,” she says, lmldng
o\:rthcwmccdbackynxd “It was ail vel

Now the lush green space teemns with lilies of all vari-
cties, hos!as, pconia. cmads nmlw, rhodod endrons,
irisand b o] d trees tower
over the backyard, casting broad shndowa.

Raised a "farmer’s dnughlcr. Dixon has been o garden-~

1 hout her life. Her {o arcthe lilies —

Mw.lr:. Oriental and day lilies bloom in clustered patch-
es in front of her house and beds along the drvewny.

“Those I really love. I mix them with a lot of plants,”
Dixon said.

‘While flowering annuals bloom throughout the grow-

ing season, her gardens

The Farmington Garden Clubis  consist mostly of peren-
hosting its annual Good Nelghbor ~ nials, She plnm.u alotof
Garden Contest. Nominatlon forms ~ bulbs in v.he fall, to keep

inside. Lite, page €3. shend of the squirrels
and chipmunks who
often raid her gardens,
Aside from weeding,
her maintenance plan includes putting down bone meal
in the fall and sprin;

nd‘l’luu. T uso good gln e that helps the plants,” she

The gardens aren't planted !nmysunicuhrdulgn.
Dixon gets her ideas !Prom HGTV ond reading about gar-
dening. She does adhere to common sense practices, For
instance, hostas arc planted on the slope of the land,
because they love damp conditions.

A number of Iner gardens are maintained by the .
terraced steps and on the patio, which makes the orea
“nlce and coxy,” Dixon mf In ali, there are four levels —

Sun care
Doctors offer some
advice about the
dangers of the sun.
Health, C4

¢/29

ar gardens are a labor of love

N ‘. ¥
The Dixon backyard is terraced. While most plants are rooted in the
qround, container plantings abound,

the front area by the house, the patio, bu:!ward and the
lowest near a stream behind the house.

1t’s a Jot of work ta maintain, but for Dixon, it's n Inbor
of tave. She works a fill-time job, she says, to support
her “habit”

*When I'm down here and 'm warking, I feel 50
peaceful,” uha sald. "T'm away from the world, and every-
thing is well®
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Guest artist visits St.

Caran d'ache. Collages, Acrylics.

These are just some of the media used by
Gir{ja Viswanath, the professional guest artist,
who visited St. Fabian Middle School in May. |
Her presentation, offered without chargeto ~ *
the school, was part of the middle school's '
annun! Art in the Park Day, put on by the Art

Smart program,
Each year, a guest artist is invited todo a
workshop for the sixth, seventh, and eighth

grades in the schoools wurtynrd.

Barn in sauthern India, Viswanath began
her interest in art at a very young age. S g
moved to the United States in 1975 and hus
resided in Michigan ever since, She began her
carcer as a self-taught artist, but has since
taken courses at the Birmingham Bloomfleld
Art Center, Viswanath §a a member of
Farmington Art Club, the Art Manifesto
Group and the plein Air Society.

Fabian Middle School




