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Getting education about cars can be fun

Adntﬂ[sm Fe mlurc

Anne

[ Fracassa

My kids are out of school for the summer. It got me to think-
Ing;hnl there can never be envugh education.

In the spirit of more and better edueation, this week |
to share some auto history and trivia to get you talking

BY ANKE FRACASSA
AYANTINEWS FEATURES

wantad
about some fun things you might not know. Have fun:
« Honda introduced its fisst automobiles in the US, in 1970
with the Civie, Accord and Prelude, These were small ears that
appealed to Ameriean customers looking for a fucl-cflicient car
with character. Within a few years of opening the Marysville
pln:;t, £fonda saw its workess achieve Hondn's world-class
quality stan
« James W. Packard (1863-1928) designed and introduced the
Packard automabile In 1499 in Warren, Ohio.
« Willred C. Lelnnd (1869-1958) was known for his great con-
lnbullml; 'tiu the development of the ear in business manage-
men
. ll}lﬂ:_‘y M. Lelund (1843-1932) developed the first Cadiliae
an
. hul chcr (1895-1950) was a sesearch gunu behifnd the early
h C?w ers, Plymouths and Impetinls.
les W, Nash (1864-1848) was presldent of Buick and
(}cncm] Motors Corp. In 1916, he established the Nash Motor
Co., an original ﬁ;mnl of the American Motors Corp.
. C Harold (1878-1940) was the fiest engineer and
eslgner to wurk with1 Ir:nry Ford. He created bls own ens, the
Wll St Cladr, in the 1920°
* Walter Chr)sl:r [{] a7..-l)m) was the founder and president
of Chrysle:
* John (IHM—LQZD) and Hornee (1868:1920) Dixdge were
developers of the Dodge muatorcar, Dodge cars were the first
\th\dxs to be uscd b) the Ammy in comha l during World War 1.
Winton (1 J; and producet
of the third lnlcmn! combu.ﬂiun car ln lhc United States.
» Jumes Courens (IB -191‘1) was it buslnesg lmlnn)'lrfur Ford
Molur&: “There ls a street in Detrolt named after b
* Edsel Ford (IEDS-ISMO) \\1\5 !Jm pruldcnt ufl-urd Mulur Co.
for more than 20 years. He als ] in building

c“ﬁﬂnﬂ)

mE. Qld.s (mm-lg Jo) dml the first mnss-pro-
doced ene in the U. smobilc was named for him.
* Frank (1668- 1925) nml Chmlcs (1861-1938) Dunyea, consid-
ered the fathers of the American automobile, were the first
Americans to develop, prove, build and market a successfut
self-propelled vehicle for the road

. Jo W:Ilys(lm -1933) was the founder of the Willys-

I I—. Kmenng {1876-1958) was the founder end builder
of the first electrical self-staster still sed on mast vehicle,
+ Williaen Knudsen (1879-1948) was n builder of Ford assem-
bly plants In the United States and throughout tie world. Later
in life, he helped Chevrelet become the mare widely used auto-
mabile in the world,
« Louls Chevrolel (1878-19+41) wns a professional ree-car driv-
er and chicf engineer for the first Chevrolet antomobiles, The
nnmc Chevrolet lins been stamped [nto the metat of more

et vehicles than any other,
. Wl limn C. Durant (IHGD 1947) managed the Buick Motor
Co.In 1904. In 1gon Iie was Instrumental in reorgantzing
General Motors Corp.
» Norval A, Hawkins (1876-1947) was the sales wizard behind
the Model T, Ford. He nlso wns the first to devise the branch
mcmbly plant system.
+ John l]unzdn was a world-teknowned Sutomobile engineer,
aer, pace car driver and pilot. He designed car

aw Willow Ttun flu:tnry- whr:h bum the B-24 Liberator
nu

Ford (1863-1947) was the creator of thie Model T
lunlurﬁ;c Model T made up mare than half the ears in
Anicriea from I?m 10 1924. Ford also devised the worhd's first
moving assembly lre.
Clmpln (lBlm 1936} was one of the original foundars
of the Hudson Moto
» David Buick (1855-1929) was the developer of the vriginal
Buick, The Bulck was the fiest cor mhrm! by nvnlve in-head
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beudies for I‘xm‘g Chinysler, Packard, Duesenlberg, Picroe-Arrow
amd Stutz, among others.

« Andrew F. Johnson was an astist who opernted a design
school in Nev: York Clty. He tralned some of the famous auto-
motive designiers while teaching ad Detroit's Cass Technical
High School & few blocks east of Tiger Stadium,

« Chevrolet began as a dream of two men - Louls Chevrolet
and Blily Durant - in 1911, Chevralet was 4 mee-car driver and
deslgner, Durant a financier. They started talking about o car
company [n 1909,

I PHOTO BY MARTY MAJOBIAK
Honda Clvics such as this 2003 Hybrld have been on American soll far 33 years In one form or another.

. SumklMotharp which wns established in 1920, is head-

q
* The hlanu Cula and h:n:s::hm won championships in
NASCAR' Busch Grand National Winston West ARCA and
ASAmmk—mrmnu.‘dn Inthe US.and
«J ng In the US. anada 50 years
immmil.he first British car company to export.

. Nmrly 812 hillion in motor vehicle taxes were wlletted feum
motorists In 1963, & mvd hiy.h la du!c. More thast $3.6 billion
was contributed by

* Tutal sales of the Ilyundui P.wtl in !986 were 168,682, set-

ting a new record for an Import's first e market. That

year, Hyundal become the only manufactucer to exeeed 1000

s'l!u  per fmnchl.v: in the more than 35 years l]m! the lehm:yb
Ne the sub-

Ject.

* Saturn's pn:[d:nt, Juseph Sanchez, died In Jan unry 1985,
just 19 days afler Saturn Cotp. was founded. In February, GMs
Rugts Smih appointed William Hoglund as the new Saturn
president.

! “The first U.5. market redeslpn at Mitsubishi was in 1967,

with the Mighty Max truck.

» Firestone got aut of Indy competitian in lfm Soun after, i(

bcfm losing market share and brand mage nsu

uyota announced it would build lli' first \\'hull) O'WHT. ggs
ity nt

Ground wns broken for the Georgetown plant in Mm 1986.

« Manuscripts in Detroit’s Natlonal Automotive Hlstory

Collection Include those of Henty Leland (founder of Cn..lll]m

and Lincoln Motor Car Coa,), Charles 8. King (the firt man 1o

drive n car on the strects of Detroit on March 6, 1656), Arthur

Hargington (co-founder of the Mnmmnvl‘lm’l"mﬂ" Co, which
mdxllﬁtl l:!]l:‘v-ihml drive vehicles for America’s use in World

and Johin Tiaarda (

car driver and pilot resp Sy

streamlining cars),

Write Anne Fracassa at avantil054(@ aol.com.
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