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Chaldean group: Iraq is il dangerous

Y BEXITA MENTA
STASF 6RITER

things will change,” Ibrahim
said. “There is improvement
from last month to this month
but improvement is very little”

The group that went to Iraq
included Bishop Ibrahim,
Joseph Kassab, of Farmington
Hills, Fawzi Dalli, of West
Bloomfield, Shoki Konja, of
Franklin, Steven Garmo, of
Farmington Hills and Dr. Noori
Mansour, of Orchard Lake.

The group gave o press con-
ference [ast week at the
Southfield Manor, to share their
observations of the conditions
in Iraq with the medin.

“fam very proud to partici-
pate in this trip with His

Spending two weeks in fraq
gave six local Iragis insight on
the current situation and what
neceds to be dene for improve-
ment.

His Excellency Bishop
Ibrahim Ibrahim of the
Chaldean Diocese of America
led the Chaldean American
Humanitarian Delegation on a
tour of fraq. The delegution was
made up of the Bishop and five
other Tocal Iragis.

“The situation right now is
very dangerous for Ainericans
and Iragis. We hope these
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Excellency to go at this danger-
ous time to do what we can to
help our people,” Mansour sald.

The delegation sald the issue
of Americans in Iraq isa big
one and observed the relation-
ship between the Americans
and Iraqis in their home coun-
try. The biggest problem they
have noticed is the Americans’
1ack of understanding of Iraqi
culture,

“The Iraqi people believe
Americans came to occipy
Irng, not free Irnq. This by n
very bad sign,” Ibrahim sald.
“The presence of Americans is
needed there, but they don't
like the possibility of them stay-
ing forever, They ase not happy
if the Americans there are not
doing anything. The important
question to them is are you
here to Eibcrutc Iraq or to occu-

py Imnq”

1brhim said he considers
the people in delegation repre-
sent bath the United States and
Iraq and they have loynlty
towards both countrics.

Kassab, part of the Chaldean
Natlonal Congress, said Irngis
no longer fear people, they fear
the unknown.

“They don't know shat the
future holds (or them, they are
uncertain of the futitee,” he sald.
“These people grew up with
fear, it doesn't go awny ensily.
The fear will subside with time”

The delegation traveled all

over Irng nnd noticed many dif-
ferences between areas.

“We saw security varies from
one way or another. In Baghdad
it gets worse,” Kassab said,
'Pcoplc are on the edge, they
aren't very happy. There are
things in place but it’s a little bit
slow and that is what troubles
the Iragl people.”

Another problem the delega-
ton witnessed was between dif-
ferent groups in Iraq, such s
the Muslims and Christians,

“All the cthnic groups need to

recognized whether they are
the majority or the minority”
Ibrahim said.

“The group agreed that they
all want a secular state in Irng

CAMPUS PIPELINE

Altlon Grads

The following local students
ase pew graduates of Albion
College:

- Hln: 0. Chen graduated
with a degree in computer sci-
ence, with a minor in mnom-
jcs.Chenisa

Farmington High School.

# Anne M. Paimanter grad-
uated summa cum laude with
a degree in history with a con-
centration in the Gerald R.
Ford Institute for Publle
Po]lcy and ScMcc nnd

Harrison High School

S Elizabeth A, Cassar
gradunted with a degree in
Spanish. Cassar is the daughter
of David and Susan Cassar of
Commerce Township and a
graduate of Farmington High
School.

W David P. Crablll graduated
with a degree In economics and
mansgement.

He is the son of Preston and
Barbara Ceabill of Farmington

Progrnm am] departmental
honors in history.

Polmanter was one of only
27 students in a elnss of more
than 300 to write a senior the-
sis, titled it Shnll Be Thus and
§o't The Women's Setf-
Government Assoclation of
Susanna Wesley Hall, 1926~
1936."

For this outstanding
achicvetnent, Polmanter was
m« arded her degree with

artmental honors. At the
chgc s n:ccnt Hnnors
was

and rejecting violence and pro-  and a graduate of North
moting peace will help make Farmington High School,
that happen. B Carey S, Czech grad
Shoki Konja said ult}mug,h cum laude with a degree [n
there are plenty of probl ies and
the south near Baghdad, lhe \vnh a concentration in the
northern part ol' Iraq iscalm Gerstacker Liberal Arts
and has been protected by the Institute in Professional
United States. What Americans  Management.

read about or see on the news is
not always true, he said.

Despite everythlng else, the
delegation’s mnin concern is
still the issue of a pmper gov-
eroment.

“Imugine a city of 4 to 5 mil-
lion people with no form of gav-
ernment,” Mansour sald, "Firss
before electriclty and other
small things, we need o govern-
ment ns soon &8 possible,”
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Cutey S, Czech is the dough-
ter of Edward Czech and
Brendn Czech of Farmington
Hills and r graduate of Mercy
High Schoal.

B Amanda E. Dobkowski
gradunted magnn cum laude
with o degree in Spanish and
art, Dobkowski is the daughter
of {(?hcﬂ‘xtnd MaryJo

o

inducu:d into thc Albion
College chapter of Phi Beta

ppa.

Polmanter is the daughter of
Robert and Kathryn Polmanter
of Farmington and n graduate
of Walled Lake Western High
School

] Ellubl(h A, Vandervean
gradunted with a degree in
speech communication, with
minor in Art.

Vanderveen is the daughter
of Williatn Vanderveen of
Northville and Knra
Vnm.lcn cen ul' Ftumlnglnn] “ﬂd

Hills and a graduate of North
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THE ORTHODONTIC GROUP i
19850 Middlebelt » Livonin « (248) 442-8885

Mattresses, Sofas and Recliners,
Tables and Dining Sets.
Just what you need in your home for a
successful 4th of July gathering!

These items and more are now

&7
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Now, when you start a new subseription or renew your existing one,
you can realize the best in local savings because when you pay for a
12 month subscription, we'll throw in

2 EXTRA MONTHS of DELIVERY FREE! £18

Or, if you pay and subscribe for 6 months of delivery, we'l add 1
extra month of delivery absolutely free.

b

Pre-Holiday Sale Priced.
Save 30-60% on our beautiful inventary
of quality home furnishings.

The Pre 4th of July Clearance.
You'll Get A Bang
Out of Our Prices.
Special Additional Offe:':

Just complete the form below and return it to us at:
Observer & Eccentric Circulation Dept.
"Cut This Out" Offer
36261 Schoolcraft Road
Livonia, MI 48150

It's simple and also a great way to cut out some expense
from your summer budget. You'll save money on your
subscription to the Observer & Eccentric AND
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» Mon., Thurs., Fri. 10-9 » Tues., Wed t. 10-6 ~ Phone.

* With credit approval, see store for additional details., Zip. E-mail

CLOSED FRIDAY, SATURDAY & SUNDAY 7/4 - 7/6/03

Payment enclosed: QCheck QOVisa O MasterCard  Q American Express  Q Discover Card
Card Number:. Exp. Date:
Qffer exp.ires on August 31, 2003




