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' for our reception in 1929 was -no
more cordial than it has beeniin 1928,
in 1927, in 1926, or prior yéars. Per-
haps the main difference was in the
fact that Detroit and the metropolitan
area has more to offer in some ways
than tan be found in the great- open
spaces where for the past few years
ouf annual summer frolics have been

held,

The city 15 the city and the country
is the country, but there is a differ-
ence between Detrolt and the ordinary
city. Detroit bas the river,:the lakes,
the islands, and many other sattrac-
tions that the ordinary city does not
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<ountry meet, In perhaps; the finest
setting. that nature has provided for
any of the great cities of.the world.
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o be anticipated'
e hotel is easy of
access by motoer from any entry into
the city, without |fighting your way
through interminable traflic conges-
tion. The Fort Shelby Qarage is but
a short half block [from the holel, and
courteods attendapts will take your.
car and see that it is properly cared
{ > and bring it tp the hotel door at
your.wish, without extra charge, Very,
comfortable rooms may be had, at
$3.00 to $4.00 per Pay, with bathi, and
more luxurions quirters, if one ko de-
stres, at slightly hfgher prices.. -Many,
Michigan peopie miake the Hotel Fort
Shelby. their home when in Detrolt
and it is constarftly inecreasing. its
number of (riends|by the warmth and
genuineness of its| hospitality. Ar..
E. Frawley is thq managing director,
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Mlchlgan Publishers See

How Automobilés are Tested'

As Qilpsts of General Motors, Members of

Association Visit
One of the features 'of the 1928
summer; outing, and there were many
eventiull‘ ones, was the trip to |the
Generall Motors Proving Grounds,
about 45 miles from Dotroit, rear
Milford in Oakland county. It is
that thie great corporation, that has
set the pace In so.many of the|de-
velopmrents in the automotive ingus-
try, nm‘:gs fts-cars to put them
tbroughy. every conceivable test| to
establish what they. will do.
All Cars Tested
Not only Generall iotors products,
Chevrolet,, Pontiac, ‘Oldsmobile, Qak-
land, Bulch LaSalle, Cadillac, Gen-
eral Motors Trucks and Yellow Cab
and Coaches, but automobiles of every
conceivable make, domestic and for-
eign, afe brought here to be tested.
Road conditions of all kinds are rade
as they are encounteréd every day,
everywhere. |
‘The party arrived at the pro
grounds club rooms just before n
H. A, Newman, in charge there, Baw
to it that every omé was comfortably
provided for and soon the publishers
were scated around the tables for a
delightful Juncheon as guests of Gen-
eral Moters. . .
They gathered next in the auditor-
fum where Mr. Newman explained|the
purposes of the Proving Grounds ‘and
the manner in which it had functioned
since put in operation in 1927. Then
followed a moving picture, ‘The
World Bulids a Motor Car,” in which
was shown the process of manufae-
ture asjcarried on by General Molors
in every nation of importance in|the
world, jwmxmen in’ China, Egypt,
Australla, : Japan, European natipos,
éverywherg, were shown making their
living as employes of the automotive
industry. The picture also

ere

fog
on.

Proving Grounds '

Mora than one lane of travel Is pro-
vided to allew all tmvel uninter-
rupted.

Just a few years ago the 1268 acres

-{now devoted to this activity were de:

voted to the peaceful pursuit of agﬂ-
culture, In 1923 the’ ground. was ac!
quired.. Jt.is.Igcated about equal dis-;
tance from Lansing, Flint, Pontlac, |
and Detroft. In this tract is levet and,;
hilly country and all¢sorts of rough:
and smooth roads wh all sorts of |
surfaces. The concrefe speed loop-is |
nearly four miles in length, With hlgh’
banked turns. T6Y¥ay's cars are
measured and studied. The cars of
tomorrow will bo put through|iden-|
tical tests, over identical roads, under
similar weather, conditions. Before,

5 {when public Bighways were used, it

was fmpossible to get as accurate ine
(armadon as is now nuvsnﬂe. .

Whers a test is mmle—tor instanee,
hill cdimbing—the run js.made 10, 15,
20 times, until results are proven.
Guesswork has been eliminated. Tests
are made with groups of cars to estab-
lish- standard bases of comparison.
Every mew device,, every ' novelty,
every. principle of engineering aod
construction, every kind of material,
must prove {tielf by use.

.Learn Something N:*v

Some “family” debates were sots
tled by some of the jnformation
gleaned by the publishérs at the Prov-
ing Grounds, One publisher had told
his wife “it was all right- to leave the
motor jdle whilo at the curb becausa
it wouldn't burn up much gas.” He
learned that an idling motor will burn
28 much {vel as it will at'a 40 or 50
mile pace. Another was that speed
beyond 30°to 40 miles used up mora
gas,

The laboratotfes have'
“ffth” wheel speedometers;

electrio
appar-

the manoer in which the automobile
served tho nations of the world, bong-
ing them Into closer contact and also
presenting a picture of how [the
civilization of the world bas follofed
the trend of transportation.
The trip to the laboratories. W)
sclentific devices are employed to
out all the features of all makes
automobiles revealed to Michigan
lshers many new things, The|ex-
houstive study given to cach détafl
also explained the reason for the great
development of the motor industrs.
All tests are the sameo for all makes
of cars. As a matter of fact, each|car
is numbered after it is brought to|the
proving grounds and the engineers|are
interested only in learning the maxi-
mum service that might bo secgyred
trom it under all conditions that|are
encountered {n ordinary driving.
‘Two Years Driying in Month

A car undergoing tests wiil travel
as many ag 25,000 miles in one mohth,
as much,as it would ordinerily travel
in two and a half years in the hgnds
of the a\ €rage car owner, As many ag
1,000, ODD miles of travel are cov red
In one months driving,
The publishers ‘Were given a ride
over the speed tracks, over hills and
gmdas,[ on the straight-away, evkry-
where where tests Wero being made,
The mie exception: perhaps was jthe
ligh
water to test out the gnition syatem's
resction to water. : Ona car was|be-

ere
est

of
ub-

[ng tested at 104 :miles per -hlmj.

atus for* fuel;

‘wheel measure steering effort; deviee
to measure foot pedal pressure; elec~
trical devices to record acceleration
as well as deceleration, -

Forel otor cars were. seen in
the garages and undergeing various
tests, 'The small motors made by
German, English, French and Italian
manufacturers came In for a great
deal of questioning. They:are not'as
powerful, nor as- fast as those of!

the gulde, 1s because the taxes in'
other natlonsiare usually’ based on
displacement and the license costs of
what {5 here constdered a “smuil car,”
a Chevrolet for {dstance, is almosti
| prohibitive, being over' $200. The,
orlginal . cost, toe, i3 considerably’
higher, because of the high taxes,

Pointing to ono car of German
make, the writer asked the guide
whether it could be driven at as high
ag 45 miles an hour. “Yes, it would go
that fast,” he replled, adding,. “it you,
drove it. far cnough to .get:a good
enough start.”

There wero over 160 association
members at the Proving Grounds and
all were more than pleased with the
knowledge and pleasure derived

General Motors there hag been Htto

Information- secured” by the publishers
1s of sufficient importance to make its
telling through their columna .some-|
thing of} benefit to thelr readers, j\ut

a8 it wns ',o themselves.

Amerfcan make, but this, explumod-

through, their <vlle The activity of}

known and less understood, and- the |.




