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Page Five

EARLY RELIGION
WAS EMOTIONAL
- HISTORY .RELATES

. Religious Fervor Was Greats In
Days Of Circuit-Riders Al\d
©  First Pastors

Nathan H. Power's hlstory of
the Methodist Church read dur-
ing the recent Centennial celebra-
tion, is continued thil week. {The

" portion printed last week con-

“cluded with a description of,the .

life of early ministers.
» From that pomt it ploceeds as
follows:

As before stated, in 1878 ex-
“tensive repairs were made on the
church building and it  was
thought proper to. celebrate the
event. All enteredinto the spir-
it of the ocgasibn and made plans
to make it a success. Dedication
day came and it poured ra in. The
roads were deep in mud. ! Quite
a large number of former pasfors
came in horse-drawn \ehques
‘the only method of transpol
tion at that time. The spe
of the day was to be His op
Ninde. He was coming iznm De-
troit. about a four hour *drive.
He was to preach at 10:30 ahd.a
large congregatmn awaited Him.
Never before had the Churchjen-
tertained a Bishop and there:was
a great desire to hear one so
high in the councils of the Meth-
odist body. Ten-thirty came,:11
o'clock ¢ and no Bishop.
Hymns were suny to while away
the time. Finally the presiding
Eider,” J. M. Fuller, said it was
evident that the Bishop not
coming. He was very sorry. The
congregation had come {o hear a
sermon and he did not want to
. disappoint them .and he o-
ing to ask one of the preachers
present to preach to them and
he knew that the on¢ he i l
wounld not decline.

Now, this to the average.man
would be a difficuit thing to do—
stand before a lurge congrega-i
tion and take the place of -the,
Bishop, and without any time to
prepare a sermon or to  collect:
- his thoughts. Suiting the, action |
to his word. he called the Rev:
Thomas Stilker to the pul
Without- any seeming embarr
ment or hesitation he chose hisi
text and preached a mute)]v
sermon. I have aways thought
the Divine Spirit came directly |
to his aid-for he seemed to fouch
the souls of his hearers and-they '
guve him rapt attention. In the
evening Bishop Ninde was there
and preached. I. in.common with
others heard both gsermons apd.I
have always thought the one
preached 'by Stalker, the most
-gatisfying and inspiring.

.Music In Church

In those’ days music then as nbw
took a prominent part in thc
Church’service. A great deal of
“pleasure ‘was taken and muc
satisfaction experienced in sing-
‘ing the good old-fashioned music
of the church {ied by

& the unrepentant sinner.
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Proseeuting Attorney Norman |
1 be one of the spe'\kers
vening at  the Inter-'
Ledgue banquet at West |
k., wiven in horior of the

Point Pa
- |West Point Park team’s winning

af the 19"9 lc(u:uc chamn)onshm

the Devil lum<e]f and now  the'
chief instrument of his satanic!
esty had made its appearance;
-a Methodist church! Sureh\
the Church at Pontize was doom- |
ed to destruction. But at least
50 years have come and gone and
instead of one chdrch at Pontiac
there are two or more Methodist |
churches in a flourishing condi-
tion in spite of Con Hoﬁmnn and |
his fiddle. i
It was the day of revivals and !
the traveling revivalist. - While |
the goodness and mergy of God |4
inspired many a sermon the need,
of repentance and new blrth on’
the part of the sinner
,ed as the one thing
tsoul's salvation. A never-ending :')
[Hell of torture was the fate of
T well
remember a sermon by Rev. Dil-
cher in which he prezmhcd an
everfasting Hell of firg and brim- 4
stone’ for the unsaved. TIn tell
ing about his visit here he said
“I shook my by m\tonb bag over
'th it congregation.” No doubt |*
there were some who| benefitted!
this doctrine, professed con-|

Emotional Religion

' In those days emotion had
much greater” part in|the relig-
ious life than it does no“ Relig-
ion was something that gave joy

-

a

to life. It was something felt
and experienced. At the average
chl{rch service many people knelt

while prayer was offered. The
southeast corner of the. old
‘Church was called “the Amen

corner.” A group of elderly men
tusually occupied it and many an
audible and fervent “Amen” es-
caped from their lips when the
preacher made some tulhn;{ point
against the w 1c1\ednes%mf the day
or described in glu\unxz words

l

the organ. But the older mem-
bers: especially, drew the line.on
the kind of musical instrument
used to aid in the singing, so ane
Sunday when word came that
Con "Hoffman, noted vlollq play-
er, hud became a member of the
Methodist Church choir ‘at Pon-
tiac and actually played 'on his
fiddle at - the regular Church
service on Sunday, muck indig!
nation was expressed.

Was not that instrument the
- most used at dances.and was
“ned” the dance the invention of

the d of God and the joy
and happiness of the . saved as
they gathered around the throne
in their home in Heaven.

The sermon of the morning
was| one hour long and was fol-
Jowed immediately by the class
meeting. At this meeting those
who attended told of their trou-
bles and temptations during_ the
week that had passed, sometim
of . their particular besettmg sin
and of the power of the Holy
Spirit in prayer that-gave them
victory over all temptation. It
was a happy time and one of real
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'the Detroit Conference was or-1

‘fithfully, often under
It

eneﬁt fo 4ll that took part in it.
The class meeting is a thing of
he past, but T think it was an in-
titution that the Church could
n aﬂ’brd to lose.
In thoge ;days the salary of the
preacher was pitifelly’ small and
ne of ‘the things used to help
ut was the annual “donation”
eld usually in the late falljat
he. parsonage in the evening. | It
as well attended by the mem-
ers and friends of ‘the’ Church.
he farmers brought apples,
eans, potatoes, pork; beef, chlck-
s and-most of the house}m]d
rovisfons that the minister had
eed of usually in generous quun-
ties. Money was given freely.
' genexous quantities.
Sometimes $100 in cash was renl
ed. In 1870 during the pastor-
te .of R. S. Pardington, a man A -
cloved by his people, the amount able for said children.
s $240 which would not be a 5. Time will be saved for ll\o~
ad zum for even our day. | parents who are raq
! A Social Event ‘ c}:l‘ldfvexj‘t‘tgl school, especis .Il; in
‘“ wag a social event of impor- SE. Holtzlander, 642 Seminole.]
wnce. - While the —older ones|Tessie Holtzlander. 642 Seminole.
\(isited, @he younger people play-iEar] A. Shelman, 634 Seminole.
cd games like “Whirl the Plat-1Ross Shelman, 634 Seminole.
iter” “Spap and cateh. 'em and [ory Shelman, 634 Seminole.
then kiss them.” etc. Manyi a1Vera Graves, 537 .Ponciana.
Armer. hoy got the thrill of ‘his [ Richard ‘Graves, 537 Ponciand
fe whdn after an exciting and | Forman Edw s, 802 Miami.
h-nt sepmed to be .a hopeless 3 3

Nellie Edwards, 892 Miami, !
hase he finally caught some vil-|George Roy, 313 Negaunee, |
Ihize bellé and for a brief moment S N .

School Board Issues }
A Reply To Petmon

{Continued from page one)
the school-children of said terri-
tory tq attend the school nearest
their Homes.

2. Cinldren living in said terri-
tory south of Grand River will
not thereafter- be required | to
cross | heavy traffic roadwaya.
namely Grand River Avenue nnd
Eight IMile Road.

3. Children living northw of
Grand River can be transported
to school in the school buses of !
Redford: Union Schools District
No. 1 and will avoid
said roadways on foot.
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j High School will then be avail
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4. The ninth grade of Junin §

Amelia Roy, 313 Negaunee,
Minnie Ehlenbach, 314 Negaunee.
William Ehlenbach 314 Negaunee
Irene Troy, 157 Negaunee.

V. A. Liley, 404 Ponciana.

C. E. Shelman, 642 Seminole.
Mary Shelman, 642 Seminole.

N. R.. Norris, 635 Seminole.

The Board’s reply is as follows:

To all property holders - and
qualified electors in Redford
'Township as stated in petition
and known as the west % of the
Northwest ¥ Redford Township:

The School Board of said Dis-
trict ‘acknowledges receipt of pe-
!tition presented by tax-paying
ielectors residing in the west 1
f the north%est %4 of section 6,
.Redford Township, ' requesting
'that necessary steps be taken by
the Board of Education of said
.school district to alter the boun-
"dary of said school district so
that “territory above described
may be detached from said school
districtand attached to Redford
Union School Distriet No. 1,
Wayne County, Michigan, and
said School Board on examination
of said petition finds that the.
reasons offered by said petitions
are of no value to that portion
of the district affected and will
not in any way or form increase
the conveniences for getting the:
school children to and from

school; nor will it increase edu-
cational facility: or opportunity
for children living in effected
‘portion of distriet; nor will it
‘provide or make posmble a lower;
tax rate for property owners lo--
cated in_portion of district af-!
fected. *The Board, however, in
their  deliberations ﬁnd that,
greater benefit will be fobtained|
by the people living in that por-
tion of the district affected by
the petition by remaining in the;
said district through the lower!
school tax rate now prevailing m’
District -No. 5 Frac., Fa:nungton,
Township; through the use of the
new school bus which the Board
has contraced for; through the
lm:atmn of the Edgewond School
for the children living horth of
Grand River Avenue and the ad- |
ditional. school facilities offered!
by Distriet No. 5 Frac., Farming-|
ton Township,” \vhlch Redford|
Union_Schools” at this time does|
not offer, namely the addition of]
the 10th grade.

. If the petitioners and all.of the
. qualified elector ing in  that!
1 portion of the district affected by i
ithe petition care to discuss this
lmat(:el with Board of Education’
of School District No. 5 Frac., a

‘b) petitioners through the office
Tof the secretary of said Board.
. - . W. LAHR. Sec.

His lipscame in contact with
Hers. What pleasant memoFies
dome to mind even now!

A fine supper of roast turke
lled chicken, duck. pickles, cake

nince pie. apple and pumpkin
pie, cheése and othel, delicious
'1t'1h]e< were served. “The dona-

ition” has wone but what pleasant |:
collections it brings ‘of thel’
ays when life was still ahead
and its illusions weve not :Ii. HE
elled.
Through the kindness of Rev
‘D, Eva I have the names of all i
he Pastors in chronological jor- .
er that served the Farmington’
“hurch since 1856.. in’ which year,

1]

ganized.. . Previous to that veard
T'can’ not wive them in order or|
1 of them. We know t}ntl
aughman, Whitney, North. Wat- !
on, Jacokes, W. H. Collins and !
thers were. here preaching ‘the
‘ord of God to the struggling |
Tethodist Charch in. the plnneell
ttlément in the woods.

Most of the men, that served son
adverse |}
onditions that must have trled
heir souls. have goné to thelr
yeward, ‘and are long since for-
gotten. "As far as we know. all
f them labored {o build up the
ause of richteouigess and .ex-
end the, Kingdom Yof their Mas-
ler. Sote of them Jike Squire E.
arren, W. C. WayJ4R. S. Parding
on. J. A. Mclilwain: 'CA E. Allen,
. W. Horner and S. D. Eva made
lasting impression’ upon the
ommunijty for Vil]iﬂnt and  effi-
ient work-Accomplished during
heir pat torate.

A faithfu] band were the mém-
ers of 'this Church who heard

A
3

Py

A.C.Screen-Grid on the!

“ET -ikiis radio today! First

‘—swept the country! 'Screén-
. Grid tubes used as ogly Atwater
Kenthas discovered how! Purer

market

longer

hese *men preach and who lis-
fened .ta their words of consola-
ion and comfort, when the waves
f trouhle and affliction swept
ver their souls. How well T re-
member some of them, though
ong years have intervened since
hey passed on. William S, Beach,
who T asa small boy saw in. the
unday School where he was. li-
rarian for a period of. years,
aithful in_attendance, mnever
{oubting,, willing to counsel an
rring brother. Two of his sons
erved in the Civil War and one
f them, Marshall, made the su-
reme sacrifice in the dark days
f 1863.. His surviving daughter,
fiss Addie Beach, still lives in
he vicinity. , His neighbo?, Jo-
eph Horton. secretary of the
Official 1Board ‘for Jong -years, a
man up'and doing, prompt in all
he did. nervous, energetic, a suc-
(cessful farmer, liberal in his
support: of the Church. He too
sent a son to the Civil War_and
also gave one, Jacob, to the Min-
stry, he being one of two sent
from- this Church.
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‘ Jacob] Horton served some of
the strung churches in the Michi«
gan Coriference and was honored
and lovéd by his associates in
that body. John Thayer, also
owner of a:fine farm and success-
ful at his vocation, was a mem-
ber of the original class formed
in 1829. His delight was in the
Church..* Hé was a_faithful and
‘honored: member. He, too, gave
a;80n td the cause of freedom in
thé Civi}: War. His son John and
his. daughter, Mrs, Parsons, to-
gether with Mrs. Anna Cook, his
grand-daiighter are resldent& of
our city.
(To be. continued next week)
————
FIRST CONVICI‘E D' FOR
‘HUNTTING WHILE DRUNKE’
- Three' men, the firdt to be con-
victed in Michigan under the
“drunken hunter” ruling ‘are ser-|
ving terms rangihg from 16 to 80

dalyis each in the Clare County
! i !
The ‘men were arrested iby

sherriff’s officers and state pol-
ice near Temple and were char-
ged with “having fire arms. in
theh' possesslon while intoxicat-
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