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Tai{ing The Easy Way

Ninety-nine times out of a hundred, when
or reform in government is suggested, it is frowned on as bemg
“too general,” or “not specific enough.” But the reform in Oakland
County governmental affairs, particularly expenditures, now being
attempted by the Board of Supervisors may possess the unisual
characteristic of being just the opposite—too specific, not general
enough, in a sense of the word.

The Supervisors, in response to County-wide clamor far less
extravagance and more economy at the County seat, propose to an-
swer that demand by the method that first suggests itself, a quxck
and easy way—having the Board of Auditors draw up a list of sal-
aries of County officials and then slashing those salaries wherever
it appears expedient. The supervisors may then go home, W)th a
comfortable feeling that they have done their duty and ha\e ap-
peased the people—even though they may be met back home with
an embarassing question now and then regard'ng their refu:al to

Farmington, Michigan,

some improvement

cut their own salaries.

This, as has been said, is the easy way, b
means that any far-reaching economy or impr
government is to be attained. In the first place,
may logically be reduced are not the most imp
of the most'impor{'&mt itemp of expense. The
result from even a drastic cutting of salaries i3 not likely to }Ioom
up very large in the way of reductions in our tax-bills. And in the
second place, it may very well be that the Supervisors, stampeded
by the demand for “an end to reckless spending.|’ would be slashing
tight and left without having the time to acquire either very thor-
ough knowledge or to exercise calm, mature judgment, Some-very
valuable public servants, not easily replaced and worth every cent
of their moderate salaries, may suffer a severe slicing -of their
wages, while other officials, looming larger politically perhaps, but
of less actual worth to the County (and not at all hard to duplicate),
may escape with lesser cuts. :

Yet, far more important and serious than
takes which might be made in this way, is the
visors, if they regard cutting of salaries as com
have run off the main track onto a side-switch. [We need morel than
this obvious, easily-applied reform. Most pressing for attention
are Jeaks and inefficiencies, waste and incompetence which, jit is
freely charged, appear here and there throughout the entire fabric
of our County government. It is the elimination|of these, the bring-
ing into the entire conduct of County affairs the general viewpoint
of business effiicency, that the County needs most of all.

‘This is not an.casy task. 'It means that evlry supervisor, or at
least a majority of ‘them, must be business-men of and for the
County. It means that the supervisors must study and know more
about the affairs of the County than ever bef ‘re. To keep the
County business operating properly now means just what every
private business-man knows it means in his own business—a lot of
hard, continuous work. It means twice as mu h work to get the
same result as before. But it means, ¢ 2lso, more than just work It
demands the application of sound business principles and the lutili-
zing of sound business experience. In the case|of the supervisors,
it requires also the courage to make decisions that may be unpleas-
ant personally and unpopular publicly, if mneed|be,

Granting that our supervisors, or the most of them, have the
qualifications of business experjence and good judgment, have" they
also the zeal for public welfare that will impel them to think, study,
work and act incessantly, with the single aim that Qakland County
may be lifted out of her present distressing position of debt and
discord? Or will they, be content merely to follgw the lead of some
opportunists who, realizing that the people of the County are watch-
ing as they have not in 30 or 40 years, will grasp the opportuaity
to gain a lot of favorable publicity as champions of the people?

The proposed wholesale slashing of pay-cHecks may not only

t it is not by :such
ovement in County
hose salaries which
ortant, or even one
savings which; may

the matter of mis-
act that the Super-
pleting the job, will

result in mistakes and injustices, bt - ht be & positive detriment
10 the County eventually, in that il robahly serve to obscure
the need for a deeper, more sear wedy, delaying the day
" when that remedy may be applied affect| would be like that

sed tooth. The immediate

of taling an aspirin tablet for an
pain may be soothed, but if the soothing-tablet
cure, the condition only becomes worse by its|

Qakland County needs men who w;ll dig down deep into the
roots of our governmental problems, equipped with the tools of ex-
perience, judgment and common sense, and with an unshakable de-
termir ition to locate unhealthy conditions and extract them. If our
supervisors can do this, or see that it is done, natura] factors will
provide the cure, just as Nature does the hesling after a source of
infection is removed. I

is mistaken for the
continuance.

——

Once upon a time & Detroit-bound -automobnle driver obeyed
the orderto “Stop before turning” at Grand Rwer and Farmington
roads—but nobody caught him at it. :

i
Times, are hard and money is scarce. But the only depres-
sion that seems to be felt at the World's Series and at intercol-
legiate football games, i8 the on e that comes when the other team

makes a score. = - . - . .

Clipped From dther Newspjapers

‘Nie Wieder Krieg’
(C..E: Preston, Chester County,
Pennsylvania, in Capper's
Farmer)

1t is carnival night in the home
town and chief of attractions is
the big parade of 20 Legion posts.
All honor to the Leglonalres'
Smartly tailored uniforms

m that helps business — it

{{Hoarded Dollars And ‘Dl

Business

(Kansas City Labor News)

The only way to keep business
good is to keep money circulating
rapidly. It is not so much the
amount of money in the country
is the

bright and varied colors, shmmg speed of turnover that counts. The

helmets, musie, rhythm, actmn——
all these fascinate young and old
and the small boy on ‘the side:
walk links up the idea with war,
and’ decides'he will be in on the
next one.

Twenty miles south of the home
town is a huge government hos
pital where are quartered veter-
ans to whom the gods of war
have been less kind; veterans
some of whom may never agz\m
walk, others who may never agzun‘
see and still others who may!
never again think with cleay
minds. This is the other side of
the picture, sight of which un.
fortunately escapes the small boy ’
on the sidewalk.

This war business is getting al

Jot of attention nowadays and;
rightly so. Since the dawn of
history war has been regarded as
inevitable but the last conflict,
was so much more of a war than
anything in the past that men
and nations have been jolted out
of their complacency and are now
looking for a better way to com-
pose international differences in
the future.

Judged by any standard war is
a failure. When a dispute arises
between two countries it is futile
to take up arms if right be the
objective sought. War will estab!
lish the fact that one nation has
a bigger and better army or more
food or more money but the one
sure thing it will not do is estab-
lish right. There are several as!
pects of war which have our
downright disapproval. One of
these is the system whereby oné
set of men creates the war and
another lot is sent out to ﬁght
the war. In no man's land the
boy from South Dakota meets the
boy from Saxony. Back home
there is much they have in com!
mon; a mother, perhaps a s“eet-
heart, friends, work, play and the
right to live. Yet here they are
face to face with fived bayonets;
boys between whom there could
be no natural quarrel or enmity
and yet one will presently kill
the other “in defense of the fath:
erland” or to “make the morld
safe for democracy” as the case
may be. Monstrous scheme at
est!

The last war was said to be a
war to end war and the - claim
may not prove empty when one
congsiders the progressive move:
ments of the Jast decade such ag
the world court, the Kellogg pact
and repeated attempts at naval
limitation. But - Mars having
reigned long and supreme will
die hard and his destruction re:
mains 2 big job. In Germany a
large society hinges its activities
around the slogan, “nie wieder
lmeg” which translated literally
is “never again war.”” This soci:
ety has a fruitful field for work
and like Abou Ben Adhem, and
in all lands, may their tribe in
crease.

S

The Farmer Owns The

Apples
(Detroit News)

Along with the annual crop of
nuts and apples comes the per-
ennial question: Who owns the
fruits’ of roadside trees? Wxth
negligible variation this 3rzu-<
ment is repeated daily, and many
be heard many times on any sun.
ny Sunday afternoon.

“Here, you folks musn’t pic]
up those apples,” shouts the far-
mer, .

“How come; they are in th
road Do you own the road?”

“No, but I own that apple tre
and the apples that grow on it/

“We'll see. We are on the pub:
lic Inghway and you ecan’t orde
us off.”

“No, but I pan order you no
to steal my property.”

The misunderstanding grows
out of the commion belief that the
highways are state property an
the democratic conception thal
what belongs to the state belongs
to everybody. The farmers sid
of the Aispute grows out of thi
farmer's knowledge that his deed
to his farm gives him ownership
to the niiddle of the road.

The farmer is right. The state
gives to the public merely th
privilege of free passage along
the highways witkout disorder o
detriment.

great difference between good and
_dull business conditions is the rate
‘at which money changes hands.
One dollar spent twice develops
the same amount of business as
two dollars spent once. There is
as much money in this country
,today as in the most flourishing
business periods of this country,
but it is hidden away -— hoarded
where it does no one the least bit
of good. To relieve the business
stagnatmn the hidden treasures
'should be brought: to light, spent
where it will do the most good and
1m0t be allowed to rust when men
,and women are in search for work
‘and business is at a standstill.
We must admit’ that business
depression and the unemployment
problem are senous things. Yet,
ithese problems can easily be solv-
ied. There is not a problem under
the heavenly skies that cannot be
!solved Hoarding of money causes
unemployment; i unemployment
causes business depression, and
business depression causes hard
times. The change of the moon
or the close approximity of Saturn

{1or Jupiter or any other planet do

not have anything to do with hard
times. Hard times are the mak-
ings of our owm, and - sometimes
hey are more imaginary than any-
thing else. Sometimes, in fact
quite often, we let our minds
dwell about something awful that
is going to happen, and hard
times follow. We; sometimes iret
about how to meet our monthly
bills, we worry about how the
milk man is to be paid when we
have not the necessary $3.20, or
how we are going, to stay on the
job when rumors have it that the
shop is going to close. We don't
feel inclined to extend credit to
Harry Brown or Bill Smith be-
cause we have heard that perhaps
he will not be able to pay his bill
when due. And so it goes all the
way down the line. Hard times,
business - depression and mental
agony becomes a set fixture in
our mind and so.| naturally we
have those inconvenient things
on our hands. If we were a little
more optimistic, a - little more
sympathetic with our fellow men,
2 little more confident in our own
ability to meet circumstances as
they arrive, and a little more in-
terested in what we are going to
do today than about what is go-
ing to happen if the Sonsnew
construction company fails to
put up the Casey Peland tower or
that the Oskahoosa bank, where
we have a few dollars on deposit,
may fail, or that the Germans
may not pay their war debts, we
would not have business depress-
ion, farm relief or the unemploy-
ment question to be worried
about. Get your money out of
cold storage, put it in circulas
tion, and see how soon you will
stimulate business.

The First,Concern

(Regdford Record)

In Senator Couzens the people
of Qﬁchxgan have' a genuine po-
litical asset, mot 'a demagogue.
Fortified with enough cash to
scorn money, old . enough to see
much of the insincerity and
foolish activities of men, indus-
trial leaders included, we have
in this aggresive' and outspoken
man a true friend of the average
amily. .

Now that the heat of primaries
is past, we wish to republish his
remarks on the first concern of
government—the need of stabil-
izing labor conditions, He said:

“With four or five million
men out of work, some ten to
fifteen million persons are de-
prived of their means of sup-

chase, and the whole economic
structure is disturbed. The first
thing that either the state or
the national government should
do is to enact legislation which
will as nearly as; possible stab-
ilize the work of the workers
at at least the income of the
workers, so they may live on a
proper, American basis.”

That's what we commonly term
horse senge.

Now that the debunkers have
had a long inning; it is time that
they should be dgbnnked.

. PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

Z. R Ah(‘HENBRENNER, M. D

Office Hours: 2:00 to 4:00 p. m.
Evenings Except Sun. and Wed

DR H. E. BOICE
Physician and Surgeon
Office’ Phone 307; Res. 132-W

HOURS:
za to

by annolntmenl

Mich:

port. They are umable to pur-

7:30 to B:00 t ;%Fnc%
Office Phoe 160-J Thurs. snd Sun.
Resident Phone 160-M Farmington
Farmington Mich
Gar. 2393 Res. Hog. 6816

The Farmington Enterprise
$1.50 A Year

clo Sayre

PIANO LESSONS $1.00
Given at the pupils home of

INTERIOR TILE CO. preferred
Tile £ Is, | Fi ;
e for Walls, Floors, Fireplaces| KENNETH F. FOLKINS
Estimates Furnished Teacher of P}ano
4913 Joy Road, near Grand River Formerly with
Detroit Faust Masic School

Also Piano Tuning

Song Shop

21261 Fenkell Ave.
Phone Red. 2770

_Redford’

i
Tell your Merchant you saw his Ad in the Enterprisei:.

FOR
INCLAIR

'ERVICE
Phone 91

Phone 20 and give your order.

and Coal Co.

Carl G. Hogle, Mgr.

Warm, sunny days are still with us, but cold and-
blustery ones are just around the corner.
Order your Winter’s coal supply now. Service
is at its best, prices that may not be as low later on.

Farmington Lumber

Phone 20

Clarenceville Office and Yard—
P{hones. Farmington 1 ‘and Redford 7027R4

‘and Call 25£2

—Rent a Room
-—Sell a House .

—Hire Help

Tell Your Wants Through

Y

Rea(:h For Your Phone

| —when you want to

—Locate Lost Articles

—Sell .an. Automobile

‘—or transact any concewable
business with people in and
around Farmington <

Farmington Enterprise

Want Ads

Local Results—Reasonable Rates ‘

i
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