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Gditorials

‘We Ought To Have More Of Them

Within the past two weeks three unusual gathermgs have’ been
held in Farmingtdn. Al have concerned the future of the car
tracks on Grand River avenue, but not less interesting than the sub-
ject at hand has been the attendance and the discussions.

At the first meeting, thirty-five Jeading business-men and other
cmzens gathered. The other two meetings, for all in the community,
were attended by over 100 men and women the first time, and 70 the
second time.

The assembly of the business-men was the first time in years
that they have gathered in such numbers for consideration of a com-
mon problem. Likewise, the meeting of 100 citizens a few nights
later was the first time in a long while that so many have come to-
gether, bidden by a common cause.

Attending these meetings and listening to the expressions of
opinion, one cannot but wonder if a great deal of good might not be
accomplished, both for the community and for each as individuals,
if the business-men and the citizens as a whole were each to meet
oncasmnally and discuss common problems and possibilities of ad-
‘vancement for the community. It is easy to conceive of many bene-
fits and much progress that might result from such gatherings, but
even with this factor aside, the coming together, and exchanging
views, getting better acquainted and increasing mutual understand-
ing, could not but be of the greatest value.

1t is unfortunate that the circumstance which has led to these
unusual meetings is not one for rejoicing, but rather one which many
fear may have an outcome unfavorable, if not disastrous to Farm-
ington. Yet whatever the result, much good still might come from
it, if it should prove to be a factor in increasing community con=
sciousness. We are all busy these days, -each with his own business.
Without our realizing it, we are likely to hold our “nose to the grind-
stone” so close that we lose sight of what makes it turn.

The Newest From The County Seat

Citizens of Oakland County, reading about the recent achieve-
ment of s.tatesmanshlp at the County seat, Prosecutor Norman Orr's
trick “eleclion” two weeks ago to the office of probate judge, wonder-
ed what kind of “shenanigans” would be in order next among our
officials in Pontiac. ’

" They didn't have long to wait. Sheriff Frank Schram, who be-
fore the election told the supervisors that he would be content with
$2,000 less salary than he had been drawing, if they would only “let
my deputies alone,” sent them the pleasing news, (after he was re-
elected), that he would not only not work now for $5,000, but der
mands the same $7,000 plus a a lot more, “or else.” The “Or else”
is that his office would go on a fee basis, costing the County many
thousands of dollars.extra each year.

The Supervisors didnt like it, and some of them said some
things about the Sheriff that none of them believed any of them
would say about any County official—a few weeks ago. The doughty
Sherifi’s alibi is that “they didn’t take me up on My proposition
when they had a chance” And now let them take the consequénces
for it—or rather, let the taxpayer suffer for the failure of his repre-
sentatives to realize a good offer when they get one. Such a thing
as the niessi{y for economy in County expenditures, or the welfare
of the people who elected him, never seems to have entered the
Sherifi's mind—at least, since the election.

Now: no one is 8o childigh as to expect that public officials are
ever, at least in the present state of human nature, going to be
wholly unselfish and put the public welfare first and their owy sec-
ond. All that the practical citizen asks is Feasonable consideration
—such as, for instance, that which an employe in private business
shows toward his employey. And employes in private business do
not down into the pockets of the boss for the last cent, simply
becﬁﬁge they would be fired if they did. Our Sheriff, however, seems

to consider the salary matter as a sort of “put and take” game for o

him to play with the Supervisors, with the best guesser winning.
Nothing could better prove and illustrate the fact pointed out
not long ago by a reader in a letter to this in which he

. lers who evidently voted their con:

Clipped From »0"ther Newspapers

ragged edge of disintegrating, to
be supplanted by a couple (or
more) of new firms.

That really would be the most
satisfactory outcome.

The two old firms have been
dead on their feet for a long
while.” People repeatedly have ex-

Materialism Smashed

By Charles P. Stewart
(Central Press Staff Writer)
Washington—Hard times ma

or may not have been the direc
cause of the other day’s election

result.
Personally I think not—not.di: pected one or the other or both of
rectly. them to blow up and go into lig-

uidation, but hitherto they have
kept on worryng along somehow.
At any rate, it is a mistake to
think of Nov. 4’s catastrophe to
the G. O. P.s steam roller in
terms of what will happen to the
roller’s driver in 1932—or in
terms of what driver Aunty Dem-
ocracy probably will suggest to
put in charge of the roller, should
the contract be awarded to Aunty.
The thing to think of is that
our spell of hard times, painful
2s it has been, is one of the best
things that ever happened to this
country.
It gave the -voters a chance to
express themselves.

 Freedom Of The Press

(Ionia County News)
Another attempted encroach-
ment upon freedom of the press
is.geen in a reported request of
the Federal Farm Board for ac-
tion against a Nebraska weekly
newspaper which had dared to
criticise the workings of that
body.

According to a dispatch to the
New York Times, the board has
asked the Federal Trade Comumnis-
gion and the Post Office Depart-
ment to investigate the offending
editor.

Regardless of the merits of the
newspaper criticism, it seems that

Indirectly, yes, however.
If it had not.been for hard
times, I think that millions of vot

victions on Nov. 4 would hav
felt that they could not afford t
vote such convictions.

While “prosperity” lasted,
think that no policy which th
party in power could have con:
jured up would have induced 4
majority of thevoters to vote ag-
ainst the paﬂy in power. The;
may not have been very sure
that they were beholden to' th
party in power for all the “pros;
pent} they were enjoying, bu
neither were they sure that the;
were not beholden to .it. The!
were not taking any chances.
With prosperity gone flooey,
they could vote as’they chose to
vote and possibly would have lik-
ed to vote in 1928 or even 19”4
maybe.

In the sense that hard hmes,
according to my humble calculat-
ions, set the voters free to vote to
suit themselves' last election day
hard times may be said, then, in;
directly to have influenced the re:
sult most decxded]y—m fact, dec
isively.

*x
It happened none to‘soon, an
it is no particular reflection of
the G. 0. P. to say so.
The last 10 years’ trend of go'

£}

ernment in Washington has been .

in a direction in which war and able government fosees against a
immediately post-war conditions ][tt.le country wee%dy is a rather
started it trending. It is likely en- |Tidiculous proceeding.

ough that the trend would have It is generally recognized that

the Farm Board has a difficult
task, and by many it is believed
that it has been assigned an im-
possible one. But the board is a’
public body, and as such should
bg,.,sub;ect to such comment, fa-
vorably ér~ufifavorably, as every
citizen has a right to make with
respect to other public bodies and
public officials, not excepting
Congress and the President of the
United States.

The fact that the board has
seen fit to try to set up such a
censorship as the dispatch men-
tioned refers to will be taken by
many as rather strong evidence
that Chairman Legge and his as-
sociates are not sure of them-
gelves. In any event it indicates
that they are too emotional to
handle their important job with
calm assurance.

One Way To Stop
Their Game

been the same way under a series
of Democratic as under a series
of Republican administrations.. |
It has been a trend toward ! a
destination where material pros—
perity is placed above everything.
This is not merely my own in-
dividual opinion. 1f I had room;I
could quote a long list of emment
authorities on the subjecb—nota»
bilities like Senators Norris, Tom
‘Walsh, Couzens, Caraway and the
late Senator La Follette. I got|a
long interview once from Senator
King on our public life’s r]riift
entirely away from the spiritual
another one from Senater Ship—
stead on the growth of Mussolini-
ism in Amlerica.
-

Of course material prosperit
is fine—but not at the sacrifi
of . everything else—demoacrac;
liberty, human rights, every hig
ideal. That's what these senato]
among many others, were free
admit that they were fearful ¢

Moreover, they agreed that tbe
tendency was acceleratmg——
threatening to “arrive” and dxg
itself in.

I believe some folks would be
surprized if they realized the ex-
tent to which, in recent years, re-
sponsible authorities discussed
the prospects of popular govern-
ment’s extinction in America.
But while prosperity hung on
there appeared to be nothing that
anyone could do about it
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(Michigan Bulletin)

E. W. Stowe, stalwart editor of
the Michigan Tradesman, calls
attention to the fact that the un-
solicited merchandise salesmen
are busy again.

For some unknown reason the
wave of unordered merchandise,
which swept over the country a
few years ago seems to be Te-
turning, for the mails are getling
all cluttered up with handker-
chiefs, neckties, socks and the
like, gent out-in hope that some
considerable percentage of them
will stick and that payment will
be made by the recipients.
There is no better way to han-:
dle this matter than that used by
a dentist friend who, upon re-
ceipt of a box off neckties which
he had not ordered, reached down
into his collection of scrap ma-
terial, dug up 2 set: of old and

The election result, however,
has had the effect of a boi
bursting in the very vitals of the
steam roller of materialism,

It does not metter’ so much
what party profits by ‘the explé?s—

The essential thing is that the
burst has seattered the mmch-
mes cogs and cams’all over the
1 The roller nntura]ly,xs

gaid that “those whom we have elected have become, not our serv-
ants, but our masters.” The Sheriff of Oakland County is not only
going to set his own salary, but he’s going to “make ‘em like it"—
and make us pay for it. ey
We don’t think that Farmington has any reason to regret that
in the voting here on November 4, Mr. Schram ran third in a field
of three. .

‘, If the new Vpa\ement ‘on Grand River will only last as long as

Ht's been “under constructwn," there won’t be any reason to com-
plain.

Onklnnd County officials are worrying about whether the County
tax will be spread, and how and when. That isn't the big problent
with the rest of us——nt‘s how to pay 'em.

The only ‘hard iimes” apparent at the football games, is the
hard time finding som.ebody who didn't go. :

‘When they are dri\-ingvslow either it's a new driver or they have
paid cash for the car—Rochester Clarion.

perfectly useless false teeth, slip-
ped them into-the box in which
the ties had come and enclosed a
note reading: “I trust-these teeth
will fit. Enclosed--please find 2
bill .for $125.”

‘halted. The man in the dnve!‘s
seat (not_himgelf particulary \tc
be blamed, for he wag. domg only
what he was put there to do)}is
fnghtened and. hesitant. A lot|of
finkering w1Il be zequxred tq get RO
his roller going again’, anyway-—- What iz home w:n‘.haué a com-

and repairs will’ be “difficult in

the altered ciriimstances soon'to :g;t;l;le bed @nd & comfortable

follow the crippling of the roller.
If the old firmi of political con-

the marshalling of these formid- |

(.
“To Rent” and “For Sale” signs for sale at this office

) TUNE IN :

WEDNESDAY, NOV. 26 |
8:00 P, M. Eastern Standard
Time Over Station WWJ}
Detroit, On a Coast-to-Coasf
hook-up of National Broad
casting Company

‘OUR
CHRISTMASCLUB |
PROGRAM !

|

FLOYD GIBBONS
MME. LOUISE HOMER
'ANNA CASE

30 PIECE SYMPHONY ORCHES_TRA
UNDER-DIRECTION OF CESARE SODERQ

. -
An outstanding musical program brought to _ynu
through tho courtesy and cooperation of

-

v Farmipgton State Saﬁngs Bank’

Al

Qur New CHRISTMAS CLUB will soon be open

for membership. CALL FOR PARTICULARS.

You'll vow there’s none
quite as good as our Coal
after yowve noticed the
splendid heat it gives; the
rapidity with which it
“takes ony”’ the ease with -
which you can remove the
comparatively small amount
of ‘ashes.  “Stack up” this
coal against any--and “stack
up” your bin full for wmter
now. - !

{ Farmington
Lumber & Coal Co. |

Carl G. Hogle, Mgr. Phone 20
Clarenceville Oﬁice and Yard—
Pho

Farmington 1 and Redford 7027R4
. A

b

ROFESSIONAL SERVICES
z. R ASCHENBRENNER. M. D f DRH E. BOICE

fractors is permittéd to continue
on the job two years hence, it wilt |’
be an exceedingly chastened firm
of contractors. -

1f the old firm's rival firm'is
given the contract instead, it can
be depended on to msh‘uct its
driver to be mighty careful with
that steam roller throughout the
ensumg quadremum—not that‘ it
is any better; as a firm, than the
other one, but it will be afraid}of
its life.

Or maybe both firms are on the

FOR CHILLY DAYS
A GLASS OF

‘Warm Milk

is just the thing! Drives
away shivers — builds the
body.

FARMINGTON
DARRY

’ Tile for Wn]ls‘, Tloors, Fireplaces
' and S

ician and Surgeo: Physician and Surgeon
offcs Boura |.2:00 to 4:00 D . Office Phone 307; Res. 132-W
Eveninga Except Sm:D and Wed OFFICE HOURS:

At %03 2 to 4 p. m., 7:30 to 8:30
Resldenl. Bhone 160-3 Thurs, and Sun. by avpolatment
Cook Blag. ..|. Farmington | Farmington

Gar, 2898 | Res. Hog. 5816 1
INTERIOR TILE CO. - DON M. HOWELL, M. D.
EYE, EAR, NOSE AND TERDAT
At Dr. AschenBrenner's Offico
Taesday: 9 a. m. to 11 a. .
Thursday, 7 . m. to 8:30 p.im.
And by Appointment
Telephone 160-,
Cook Bldg.

~ Estimates Furnished
4913 Joy Road; near Grand River
etroit

Farmington:




