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F ALL the thiogs that Bobby
santed or had ever waated or
would waot, skateg were ot the” head
of the list:

He had hid a palr several years,
but they were the kind which he bad
to strap on his boots, and they came
oft just when he wanted to go fast,
and they never helped In the least.

Some of the boys had been glven
skates the year before and it really
mnde them skate faster and bettef.

Yes, Bobby wanted skates, or rath-
er he wanted skates and boots. He
wanted the skates that would be
fastened on the boots. !

Then he coutd play hockey.
quite sure of that
So long, long before Christmas he

He felt

Long Before Christmas He Wrote!
Letter to Santa.

wrote & letter to Santa Claus, and thls
1s what he sald:
“Dear Mr. Santa Claus:

“My name {3 Bobby, aod I live at
%2 Eim street. It Is the street be-
-tween Chestnut and Oak. !

“We have a great many trees in our
town, and lots of the streets are named
-after them. e bave flowers, too, end
one street Is named Geranlum street.

“But there aren't any flowers now,
and there aren't any leaves on the
trees, or anythicg. ) .

“l don't mind that, thotgh. Do
ou?

“I think trees and flowers are all
right, but you can't have them and
winter, too, and winter is too nlce to
miss. :

“That Is If one has nice skates.

*And now I'm getting to the polnt
of my letter.

1 have borrid skates. They won't
stay on or anything, and If I try to

°| go after apother fellow a skate comes

off, and first thiog sou know, Santa,
he has made a goal.

*“I would glve anything.for a_good
n
boots. You know the kind. You gave
them to Bllly last year. But I'm his
age thls year, and I'm hoping you'll
be so kind as to give them to me.

“If you want to kpow about lessons
and el that stuff, I got good marks on
the whole. Oge or two weren't much,
but you wouldn't expect -them all to
be goed, wou!d you?

“But the skates would be fine. And
when I made a goal I'd think of you.
I don't want anything else at all—I
mean If 1 can bave the skates. I
bope It wiil be all right with you and
that you bave a palr to spare. I hope
son have a good Christmas and 2 nice
plim pudding. Do you eat plum pud-
dlng, too?’ . )

“Masbe you don]t,get back In jime. |
But Derbaps they save you some.
should think you'd have a2 whale of
an appetite golng over the couotry ag
you do and out In the cold and all.

“T hope we have lIce for Christmas
—that 18, of course—well, you know
what I mean. )

“But a cold Christmas [s great, fsa't
it, Santa? I like the cold weather,
and I bet you do, too. . Youm never
stayed away from our house even
three years ago when the thermometer
went way, way below zéro and the
plpes froze.

“And the plumber was hasing bls
Christmas, too, or trying to, when
every one telephoned him and begged
him to come to thelr house first.
felt sorry for hitm and I gave bim one
of those big oranges you had put o
the toe of my stocking. - They were
fine oranges, too.

“Well, I must close, as magbe I've
written too much alreadys.

“Your loving friend,
“BOBBY."”

“There,” sald Santa Claus, as he
read the letter, "I knew when 1 was
fixing up the skates-and-boots st
that some one else would want them
for Christmas.

“T've got the palr for Bobby. 1 hope
he wins pleaty of goals, and won't it
be fun If he thinks of me once In
awhlle when he's out in the crisp, cold
alr, skatlng over the smooth icel

“It looks as though there'd be ice
fn his part of the world for Christmas,

0, .
“Yes, It looks very much that way.”
And Santa chuckled as he wrapped

ap-e fine palr of skates and boots for

Bobby.
. (Copsright)

CTHE WHY. of
SUPERSTITIONS

e
By.- H. IRVING KING

BURNING LOVE LETTERS

«IT)ONT burn your ldva letters or
.your lovar won't marry youm"
1s & superstition which (5 often heard
«f and which may be responxible for
the mass of cloying correspondence
‘which 13 80 often produced In breach-
of-promize wuits. The superstition,
however, ix based on Do far-sighted-
ey for the tims whan “his love grows
cold” and is not designed to strength-
en the.bonds of love through legul
proceedings. It 1z based on quite an-
other Idea—the tdes of contagious
maglc, & primitive theory which plays
an lmportant role In the world of
tolklore
By contact the love letter !mbibes
2 certaln amount of the “ego” of the
writer, -and by contact imparts the
32ma to the reciplent of the missive.
A connecting current, as It were, I8
set up betwsen the lovers, In more
senses than one, the love letter fs &
“live wire” .
‘Besldes this conteglons magice there
1is in & letter what Is known In mystic
lore as “The mena of names"—that s
2 certaln magle power which s sup.
posed to reside In & name, written or
spoken.” Among many primitive peo-
ples today persons are known by &
nlckname, thelr real names belng kept
gecret lest some enemy hould get pos-
session of them and work them harm
through that medlum. And among
savages there Is no closer binding
force between two people than an ex-
changé of pames. By this exchange
the partles exchange identitles, In.a
love letter the name of the writer Is
Hkely :to appear, and 5o baving this
written. name—written by himself-—
the rediplent is able to hold through it
2 binding force over the writer. Now,
it you destroy, 2ll this you naturally,
weakeit or destroy the magic forces
which bind to you your lover—and
you lose him:____ ;

| Awkward
A wealk-looking little man called In

a physleal caltare expert for advice
as to low to strengthen his arm mus.
¢les. The expert gave him a chart of
exerci®s, and said as he pocketed his
fee: “All these exercises for Increased
strength must be done In front of the
open window.”

The little man looked doubtfal
* wThat's rother difficnit” he seld.
“You see, I want the increaged strength
first so that I can open the darned
window 1"

Blacks Have Odd Ideas

© of Personal Adornment

There should be a good market for
cosmetles and chewlng gum in Afrlca,
Not only are the iromen possessed of
an orge for personal beautification,
but the men as well. They anolnt
their bodles with outlandish acd esll-
smelling mixtures to !mprove on na.
ture and give themselves color and
gloss. A favorite'Is a low-grade fat
obtelned from the bodles of cows,
borses or goats and mlixed with red

“earth, with which “cold cream” they

smear themselves from head to foot.
Others use fish oll or vegetable oflL
‘The natives of soutbwest Africa smear
thelr bair with a similar mixture sod
make an Egyptan-styled colffure

The gum and tobacco .chewers of
America have thelr counterpart fa
Africa. The hablt Is betel-nut chew-
ing.

“There are more than 19,000,000
blacks In Nlgerla, almost every one
of them a betel-nut chewer,” an Amer-
Iean Drugglst article says. The effect
of the practice is seemingly harmless,
although as & spectacle it 13 no pret-
tler than that afforded by the rows
of gum chewers In a subway traln.
However, the betel-nut stains the
teeth of the chewer a deep red, thus
destroing. the principal beauty of the
pative.”

Beethoven Proud of Piano

In 1818 |Beethoven recelved & pres-
eot.of aisplendid plano from some
English makers and beside the key-
board the leading British virtuosl bad
scratched their names, Robert Haven
Schauffler writes in the Outlook. Bee-
thoven t=as gelighted. In his most ele-
gant French he wrote a letter of
thanks, promising to regard the plano
“as an gltar on which I shall present
to the divine Apollo the highest offer-
ings of my. spirlt.”

When told it was out of tune he
replfed with the characteristic sus-
piclon of the deaf: “That’s what they
all say. They would/llke to tune it
end spoll it; but they shan't touch It.”

Lordon Police Weapon

A’'wooden truncheon, or staff, made
of cocus wood, 15 incheg long, with
& leather strap to secure it to the
wrist, I the traditfonal weapon of the
Metropolitan pollce of Loodob, Re-
volvers are kept only at the statlons,
to be lssued In special cases where
there I3 renson to belleve that encoun-
ters with armed criminals are likely
to occur. Bounted police-have long-
er truncheons. Tha Metropolitan po-
lica orders proside that truncheons
are to be used only in extreme coses,
and whenever. d by a constable
must be submitted to the station off-

. John Wayne

III Why Boys Le

Lot WA
Hls styls of walk, his faatball play-
ing and hls general makeup appealed
to a motlon plcturs producer and re-
sulted in his being assigned to the
blggest role in “The Big Trxll” Pre:
vlous: to,this heshad:sarved \ax x7prop
boy and his acting had besn confined
to playlng football on a naval cadet
toam In the picturs “Salute.” Wayne
ds 8 feet 2 inches tall, wsighs 138
pounds, has dark brown hair and gray
eyes.,

_F or Meditation

000000
By LEONARD A. BARRETT

WOMEN IN INDUSTRY

BOUT ten mitllon women in Amer-
Ica are engaged'in Industry. The
past decade has witnessed a very large
Increase, so that at present one-fourth
of the total number of persons em-
ployed are women. Women have en-
tered business offices as secretaries,
typists, bookkeepers. An opportunity
has algo been open to them through
the lotroduction of labor-saving ma-
chinery, most of
which Is now oper-
ated: by women.
The professions
are -also welcom-
ing women to
thelr  ranks—phy-
siclans, lewyers,
Jjudges, publlc ac-
countants, ete
The feminine
touch- 18 also clear-
Iy discernible In
modern  architecs
ture, advertising,
: decorativeart,
% Journallsm, buyers
for large merchan~
dsing firms. Tha
motion pleture

L. A Barrett
Lusiness, lke the theater, could not

function services of
women.

In the recent report of the dlrector
of the_ cenaus barenu, the question s
serlously ralsed whether women “will
compete by imitating man's way in
business and professions, or will she
introdace methods of her own, which
are different? Will she revolutloniza
business aml polltics?” This 18 & very
interesting: speculation.

Another reason why women are wel-
comed in’'industry I3 that her wage
{s In many ‘eeses much lower than her
brother's, Just why this is so remalns
& question of justice. If she does the
same work with the same degree of
satisfaction to ber. employer, why
should she receive less pay? Why

< When a

without the

of

Chlldren are much nearsr the jnner
truth of things than we are, for when
thelr Instincts are-mot pervertel by
the superfine wiadom of thelr elders,
they give themielves up to a full! vig-
orous activity, Theirs 1 the kinkdom
of hoaven.—Frederich Froebel.

SEASONABLE-GOOD
THINGS

RANBERRIES are so well [lked as
A0 accompaniment to meats,| that
they are served @often. Sometimes
make sherbet, again a frappe, jor a
Jelly and candy, 8 few to serve|with
the winter candy.

Cranberry Jelly.
‘Wash four cupfuls of berrles|
cook covered, with two cupfuls of
ter until they burst thelr skins,
through a strainer, removing all
skins, then add two cupfuls of
and stir untll well dissolved.
ten minutes or until the mixture
when a bit s dropped oa a cold
Skim aod pour Into molds,

and
wa-
Presg
the
ugar
Cook
Jells
dtsh,

Cherry Cranberries,

Take one quart of crunberrles,!
fourth of & cupful of water and
untll their skins burst. Cover [with
two cupfuls of sugar and placein o
slow oven to bake untll the crahber-
rles are thick like candied cherrios.

one-
cook

Dats Dreame.
Cream one-fourth of a capfal
of butter end any sweet fat, add ons
cuptul of .brown sogac and mix jnntil
aramy, add one well-beaten egg and
em¢-fourth of a cupful of rolled!oats
which have been lightly browned:In &
het pan, add ocne and three-fohirths
euptuls of flour, one teaspoonful|exch
of salt and-clanamon, one-haiff tea-
spoonful- of - nutmeg, one-third .of a
oupfol of milk, beat well and add two-
thirde of & cupful of chopped dates.
Drop by small spoonfuls on buttered
baking sheets and bake about fifteen
minutes. This makes about thred doz-
en cakes.
Color in dishes, in foods, inferlor

or in a

each

Iarge number of women are employed
to make organization possible, perhaps
such discrimination will no longer be
possible.

Some Interesting problems have
arisen as the result of the employ-
ment of women In industry?  What ef-
fect will It have upon soclety? WIII it
tend to destroy the home? Will It
result In fewer marriages or morg di-
vorces? Will the condition ever arise
In cur country as it Ald in France,
which camsed Napoleon to exclaim,
"What Franco needs Is mothers.”

(@ 1930, Western Newspaper Unlon.)
—

S SMILES.

GABBY GERTIE

£
S,

aeny gt orn

“The girl who makes funny facse
and strips In shady places knows

cer for subsequ?nt fnspection.

where to draw the line”

v

ah Im-
portant factor In our comfort andl our
enjoyment. When flowers, ching,well-
prepared foods appeal to the eye, the
digestion of that food I8 enhanced in
& great degree.

(®. 1931, Weatern Newapaver umaJl.)
—_— o—
|

SUPERSTITIOUS

=

8HE HAS HEARD THAT—

If a girl takes' command of the
kitchen and entlraly preparea the din.
nor all by har foneseme—give thanks,
wwsat cooklee—for e a sign that you
wlil have & home 6f your own pefore
another yoar.

(®, MaClure Newspaer Srudicata)

GIRLIGAGS

“A seaside resort,” says Impecunious
Imogene, “Is a place whers the hired
help have more sand than the beach,”

(Copyright.d
_(Comsgentl |

KNOWING
The TREES ||

LOMBARDY POPLAR

(Populus Dilatata.)
HBE- lombardy poplar s & tall and
slender tree, 80 to 120 feet high,
shaped like the splre of a chureh, of
rapld growth, while Its erect branches
usually start at a polntinot far above
the ground. The trunk I3 twisted
and deeply furrowed and its bark iy
brown and rough. The leaves are a
.dull ollve greem, blunt toothed and
. 1

triangular, often broader than long,
and tapering to a sharppolnt.
The stateliness of !xll‘ growth ig the

“Sally apd Jimmy, ‘found the fourth to

v Furﬁished Rooms
Were Wonderful 3

By GENEVRA COOK

* (@ by McClure Newspaser Syndicate)

+ CWNU Sarvice) ¢

'LI0 THORNLEY, ¢is{d and mod-

1sh in a costume of black and white,

sut In 4 Seventh avenue subway,

wedged In between a tired mother with

two pale children and a whimpering|

baby, and a swarthy Italian with ferca

mustach' and ' flercer eyes.- Above ber,

Jimmy Burton sweyed lithely, holding
to & lenther strap. '

Suddenly he bent hig head, and said,
close to her ear, “Gee, Cllo, you look,
56 darling sittng there, Just like a
flower.” - N

In spite of the fact that her an-:
swering goile was half & frown, haj
weat on;his honest brown éyes smiling,
Into hers *Gje, CHo, if you'd only
marry me—Clio?” .

“Fourtéenth streeti™ shouted the
goard, . .

As they pushed through: the crowd,:
Clio glanced at-Jlmmy with scorn.
“Marry you, Jimmy. And live in three!
furnished rooms and helf a bath, and| |
wear. fqany, clothes, and go] to a movie:
once a month, ride all my life id: the:
subway 1-'Why,s youcouldn’t éven af-
ford to.get & tax! to propose Iml® "

Jimmy was sllent, As thej reached:
the row of dingy red brick apartments.
where CHo could distingulsh ‘the en-
trance of ber home, from the ane
where Jimmy lUved :with hls Auot:’’
Sally only by the number, and by a:
cracked .red vase in Mrs. O'Shaugh-
Desy's window on the first floor,. he:
safd wistfully: “Well, but Clio, we
could make a bome out of ‘even three-
furnished rooms—if—If we loved each
other.” A .

“Love Ist'f enough; furniture, Jim-
my” sald Cilo, wisély slipping -the
latchkey into the door. “Good night.”

It wasn't long after that, that Cllo,
Invited in,to, play.bridge. with ‘Aunt

be a carefolly pink-and-white girl)sith
wide baby blue eyes dnd & slight iisp,
who had' & room In the apartment
above. Her vame was Elsle Jane
Wright; like Cilo, she had a position
in Macy's: aod ber ghlef. occupation
Just now . was the addration of Jimmy
Burton . i
“Jinmy's Anot Thally - thinks t's
the most wonderful tliing in the world
to bave 'a home” cooed 'Elste Jage
across the table. “I think tho, too, But
Uke: homes, db |

Jimmy ‘looked out:of the .window.:
Clio conld feel the eyes of; Aont Sally
upon her; her oplnlon:held selght with
Jimmy, she knew. For an lostant she
hesitated " Then, the! color monnting
10 her cheeks, she rallled to her own
standardd. She wasn't'going to pretend
what she dido’t believe.

“[ think,” she sald, “that It's per-
fectly marvelous to have a.home when
sou can afford one. A;real house, with
an upstalrs and a downstalrs all your
own, and' a yard with a garden, and
perfod furniture, and orfental hang-
Ings, sod ‘persian rugs. Something that
you could furnish beantifully, and
veally call & home!” "

Elsle Jane widened ber blue eyes
In a sort of sorrowful wonder, “Just
think,” she sald in hep soft baby volce,
looking up at Aunt Sally, “bow much
Clio's missing. Why, I think the tinfest
Uttle furnished apartment {8 the cutest
thing” She turned: to Jlmmy, solling
up Into hia face. *T love them. Don't
.you?* Clio couldn’t be sure but she
thought that for justian Instant their
eyes met, Ll .

The pext few weeks lengthened for |
Cllo into what seemed like years. ,
There was a succession of bridges,
with Elsle Jane often serving the:
lunches under the tutelage of Aunt
Sally, Elsle. Jane ln & frilly apron.

Jimmy never repeated bis error of

of the
lombardy poplar and it Is the only
member of the poplar famlly which Is

eligible for strest planting,
(@, 1931, Weatern Newzpapar Unlon)
' Toatar Qemmpaner T

} COMFORTABLE} CHAIRS
OMFORTABLE chajia are an occls
dental Inventlo: d the desire to
eit comfortably seems jto be mora a
thing of West than the FML Perslans,

Turks, Moors, Egyptians—all the peos |:

ple of the past or present whom we
consider O¢lental—we plctura as re-
clining in luxury but of sltting in dig-
comfort,

Comfortable living room chalrs ara,
more then a luxury, They conserve
strength and relleve | physical -and
nervous fatigue. At the end of a busy
day It {s for better to &t reading or

talking {n an easy chalr for ar hour

or two before retiring than to stretch
full length on a lounge 2nd take a cat
a8p that will make it dificlt to drop
oft to sleep promptly on golng to bed.
By means of & comfortable chalr fn
which our bodles may bae relaxed we
can rest at times when even a brief
nsp would be out of the questlon.
Children of the famlly are some-
times denled the privilege of sitting
in the easy chalrs. Of course they
should not be encouraged to occupy
soft seats while thelr elders sit on
hard opes, but they ‘should be al-
lowed, even encouraged,.to sit In re-
laxed attitudes In comfortabls chalrs
from time to time during the coursa of

thelr busy days.

(@ MeClure Nowspaper Syndleatay

in the subway, because ev-
ery night when they went home, -Elsle
Jane wes there, too.” And at last, on!
one poignant day when the first breath
of spring was In the alr, Cllo rodel
héme alone. H

Well, she thought, if Jimmy wanted
Elsle Jane, he must have her, Because,
of course, Jimmy must be happy. Clio
wag very clear on that polnt. And if
he and Aunt Sally coutdn't see through
the fiimsy pretense of tudge aud hand-
embroldered dish-cloths to the soul of
Elste Jane,who only wanted to be ba-
bled and supported by Jimmy—Clio
fooght back tears that stung at ter

ves, and clenched her white baods
1l they buort. H H

Snddenly she was aware of valces
colling ber name. It was, Aunt Sally
and Jiminy sed Elsfe Jame. |

“Tm just telllng them,”;cooed Elste:
Jape. “Pm gding to work in the house-
hold linens—§o I can learn abont them:
—uh—ubh—sheets and plllow cases, and:
things. ... * She looked up at Jim-
wy, blushing. C !

Bt Jimmy was looking.at Cllo. He
dlda't even answer Elsle Jane. He was
sayin e, Cilo, what you need is
some 3 golng to, take yon up by
the river.” : : :

Then Elsle Jane was cryin ,
yes; we'll all go!";And: then Aunt
Snily, with one brief.emile at Clio.
and Jimmy standing there, sald firmlys;
«Qp, rio, Elsle Jane. This'1s the night!
you said yori wanted: to learn :how to.
roast beef. You're coming homa with!
mel” : oy
A lttle later, up by.the river, gray.
with the soff mists of spring, Jimmy-
wps whisperlng tenderly: “And you
won't mind living in three furnished
rooms, darliog?™ Lot

And Clio was whispering back: “Oh,
I don’t care what they’re furnighed
with, Jimmy, I don't care whether
they’re furnished at all—it only they're
furnished with—youl” t

LA

.



