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Electrical Treatm
Soil of Little Valua
There s a great difference of opin-
fon among agricultural sclentists as
to the value of electricity in the cultle
vation of varlous food crops. Alany
Enpglish authorities claim that graln
and some garden prodoce 18 quite ma-
terfally speeded up so far ns growth
18 concerned and the quality lmproved,
by a current of electricity passing
between the ground and.a network of
wires suspended above the growing
crope. A Finland farmer reports an
increase of 50 per cent In the amount
of produce and grain growp in this
manner, The United States Agricul-
tural department has been experiment-
Ing with the subject for years end the
final conclusion is that no bemefit or
at least very little has resulted from |a
the electrical treatment of the soil.
In fact it,was poticed that a silghtly
prolonged exposure resulted in kill-
ing the seed placed In the gmndd.
This concluslon 1s agreed In by some
other authorities so that the prepond-
erance of opinion 18 that the electrlcnl
treatment of sofl is without result—
Exchange.

Foreman of New Mexico
Jury Was Magnanimous

The defendant was charged with
murder In first degree. He had
been tried and coovicted by a jury of
12 men.

As provided under the laws of the
state of New Mexico, the jury wes
polled. Of the dozen citlzens compos-
ing that august body only one had a
knowledge of the English language.
He bad been elected foreman. .

0 the question, “Is this your.in-
dlvidual verdlct?" the foreman’s ;Te-
ply was an emphatic “Yes, sir.” The
elesen others, npon belng asked the
same question, answered “Si, senor.”
Immedlately ‘after the last “SI, senor”
had been recorded the foreman nrose
and eddressed the judge. “In the in-
terests of barmony,” sald the fore-
men, “and to make this verdlct upanl-
.mous, I desire to change my vote from
Yes, sir’ to ‘S, senor.’

Woman's Long Fast .

When Madame Hanaux 2 short time
ago completed her bunger strike of 28
days in & French prison, Scotland
came forward with the assertion that
the feat was by no means a record,
and that It had been exceeded several
times in Scotlend. It cited a case in
1772 which. became known as “Pen-
nant'’s Fasting Woman of Ross-shire,”
from the fact that Pennant described
it in bls “Tour of Scotlend.” Kath-
arlne Mcleod, aged thirty-five, was
attacked with & fever, which occa-

sloned partial blindoess, and almost .|y

total inability to take food. Her par-
ents sometimes put a little into her
mouth, but for & year and three-quar
ters they had no evidence that elther
food or drink passed her lips, By for
clbly opening her mouth and depréss-
ing ber tongue, they trled to compel
the passage of food, but a snffocating
constriction-led them to deslst.

When Mind Works Best

Heve you ever trled to terminate at
what time of day your mind works
best? A test with offlce
workers Indicates 1t is the- second
our of the morning. Many nervous
‘Peons find to thelr dismay that their
braln is most actlve when they are
trylng to go to sleep. Probably only
n few have the experlence of Sir Wal-
ter Scott, the novellst, whose observa-
tions on the subject are republlshed
in the Golden Book.

"“The half hour between waking and
riging has ell my life proved propiti-
ous to eny task which wes exercising
my invention,” Scott wrote. “When'I
get over epy knotty dificilty in a
atory, or bave had to fill up a passage
in a poem, It was always when I first
opened my eyes that the desired meaa
thronged to me.”

His Remuneration i

The well-known Mr., Willlams, au-
thor and cartoonist, would have been
delighted with & vlew of juvenile am-
bltlon, and to some extent of capltal-
istic oppression oo State street ro-
cently.

Cleaning the sidewalk ouu!da &
candy store on the corner of State

and Hancock streets,

bowed legs, was sweeplng with: a
broom, so large in comparison with
him, that he scarcely reached nbavn
the brush.

“How much are you getting?” mm
a passerby,

“An Ice cream come,”
sweeper.—Springfleld Unlon.

th

Salt Tax Js Old One

Modern Europe, It is commonly be-
llesed, inherited the sait tax from the
Orlent, or possibly from the Vene-
tians who became noted makers and
vendors of the sea-born commodity,
France had vast patural stores of it,
and was among the first nations. of
the western world to tax it. That
resented impost, the gebelle du sel,

or tribute of salt, was one of tho
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