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Endorsements

City of Farmington residents will be
3 voting Tuesday to elect three councilmen and
. decide the fate of three proposed charter
. amendments. Election information and our
! recommendations are offered inside.
Lo Page 10B

Sports Saved

; The drive to fund athletic programs of

. Farmington schools is almost complete with

. ‘about $50,000 cash in hand. Success of the
drive insures continuation of winter and spring
sports for the three local high schools.

s Page 3A

101-Years-Old

News reports inside today's issue of the

Farmington Enterprise & Observer are about a

- ‘Farmington resident who is now 101-years-old

* and an upcoming “Bandorama’ at Harrison

High School. In addition, you can find inside

our regular features such as Local News and
the Farmington Community Calendar.

Pages 24, 34, 10B

Falcon Shocker

The Farmington Falcon cross country
team shocked its rivals in the Inter-Lakes
League conference meet last week. Here's how
it happened: )

Page 11A
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Churches in Action
Classified Want Ads ..
Dateline Qutdoors
Deaths and Funerals .
Spons»-Prep and Pro
on Women
Turf Tips & Quips ..

By EMORY DANIELS

The Village of Quakertown
wants to be excluded from
Township's'

to become a fifth class city on
its own.

The exclusion request was
made by Howard Bond,
village attorney, at Wed-
nesday afternoon’s pre-
hearing conference held by
the State Boundary Com-
mission.

The request came as a

(surprise to most who had
gathered in township hall to
hear arguments on why the
township should incorporate

UMI\LIVNI VY Y

| Quakertows
e Rfrom Incor

and why five parcels of the
township should be excluded
for eventual annexation by the
city.

THE CHOICES now facmg
the boundary commission
are: (1) whether the wwnshlp

should have an incorporation .

election, (2) whether five
separate parcels should be
excluded for annexation to the
city of *Farmington and- (3)
whether Quakertown should
also be excluded. i

Bond explained that the
Quakertown council, miffed
because the village will not
have veto power on cityhood
under Incorporation
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proceedings,| wants to *'go it
alone™ as a fifth-class city.

, Bond said villagers are
praud. of their large, wooded

residenuul Iats south of 1-6%

.and want to insure zoni

;control to i maintain the

“village's character.
The villag
maimaining»‘

is capable of
tself, he added,
town has a tax

7.2 million, and this
will grow to"gbout $12 million
within five ygars.

The tax bape will increase
with new comstruction in the
Thompson!Brown office
Gomiplex cnn 2 Mile east of
Fsrmmgmnv Rd. and ‘with
completion ul the Sheldon

n Asks E

dings,” Bond said.

P! on the 3
corner of 12 Mile and Far-
mington Rds.

IN ADDITION, Bond said,
Quakertown has some 85
undeveloped,acres north of I
696 which will be developed
commercial, multiple or office
to add to the village tax base.

“If Quakertown is to
be involved in a cityhood vote,
it would prefer a consolidation
election, but the court has
eliminated that right,

“Because of this, the village
council is requesting the
boundary commission to
exclude Quakertown from the
present incorporation

J

The council feels the present
tak Yase is very adequate to
mpintain all _the necessary
sefvices for the village, Bond
sald, polnting out villagers
have been contributing two
m|lls for ‘police and fire

prptection and 1%z mills for "

tibrary services.

f the 10 Mile sewer arm
eventually is located through
Quakertown, Bond reasoned,
it | could be constructed
through joint agreement by
township and village with the
contract signed with Oakland
Colinty and costs based on a
connecting basis.

YILKIAM SMOLEK,
president of Wood Creek
Farms Village, said his
coyncil was also unhappy
because the village will not
e veto power under in-
ration but added the
ge was not asking for
exdlusion.

‘iWe made a study a few
years ago and determined
‘Wopd Creek could not go it
alope as a fifth class city
without contracting for ser-
vicgs which would be very
costly.”

Upon questioning from the
commission, Bond said
ugkertown now has. a
population of 890 within its two
square miles and will grow to
abaut 3,000 persons when fully

i
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Altorneys vocalized more
than _two hours Wednesday
afternoon as arguments and
counters were made before
the State Boundary Com-
mission. The questions were
whether Farmington Town-
ship should incorporate as a
city and whether the Clty of
Farmington should be given
the chance to amnex five
parcels of land from the
township.

whether the township should

The End of October  Jmomme s mocrs

Means Halloween
Fun
" But Don’t Forget...

It also means that your Observer carrier will be coming
to collect for your carmier service. Remember to ask
him for a rn:mpx It's worth its face valus toward a
classified in the Observer

absamrpam

' Home Delivery Classified Adv, Main
' 261-3800 622-0900

centered on whether the city

The ‘recession may- be
coming to an end, but the
conclusion will come too late
for Star Cutter Co. of Far-
mington Township.

‘The firm has announced it is
closing down its production
facility after 20 years in the
township at 34500 Grand
River.

THE CLOSING will mean a
loss of jobs for about 100
production workers, about 90
per cent of whom live within a
10-mile radius of the plant.

The phase-out will also
mean a substantial loss of tax

Office
261-8800 J

revenues to the township and

F Schools. In 1971,

DISPUTED LAND— Five parcels of land in
Farmington Township. totaling about one
square mile, are a matter of dispute to be set-
tled by the State Boundary C issi

‘There was little argument-

City of Fi 'mington would like the parcels to

square of

its boundaries while the township

msxsts the tarritory is best left to become part of

. The

should be allowed to square its
boundaries by adding town-
ship territory.

Setting was the township
hall, site for the pre-hearing cof
conference held to alloy
torneys to file briefs and argue
points with the commission
before the public hearing.

The public hearing will be
held Dec. 2 in the auditorium
of North .Farmington High
School. At that hearing, the
governmental units will be
given an hour to share with the
remainder of time given to
residents.

The city, represented by

the 80,000-square foot butlding
and 44 acres were assessed at
$458,900.

The building and land will
remain on the tax roles but
personal property within the
plant, machinery : and
equipment, will be removed.
Star Cutter's 1971 personal
property was assessed ll $1.25
million.

This year, Star Cut(er paid
$20560 in school and_ munty

taxes and $2,155 in township
' ,reorsaniutlnn. he noted,-

taxes.

i
THE FIRM, which produces

metal cutting and machine !

tools, has been in Farmington
since 1951 and before that had
operated in Detroit since 1927.

at-'

sp&nal eonsu. Burton Shifman

or uthfield fjasked that five
Is of tgwnship land be

exi.luded from the in-
ration | fetition . to be

anitexed latel to the city.

e

fTHE FT PARCELS the

u!)' desires

AREA ONE' 80 acres
bounded by Gill Rd. on the
east, [-96:i{freeway and
Freedom Rd.on the south, the
city limits m! the north run-
ning to a t on the west
where [-96 and the city limits

60 acres

H.llli (Observer map»}
State Hears Debate

On Dlsputed A

reas

|
bounded by the intersection of
Grand River and 196 on the
east, Grand River on the
south, the|city limits on the
north and-1-96 on the west.
AREA THREE: 150 acres
bounded an the east by the
property line east of Power
then by Power Rd.,
Nine Mile on the south, -9 on
the north and the city hnnts on
the west, |
AREA FOUR: 320 acres
buunded by Farmington Rd.
on the east, Eight Mile on hhe
south, Nine Mile on the north
and Gill on the west.
Continued on Page 108

1 00 Losing Jobs

! The genetal offices and
sales offices; will remain in
Farmmgmn,‘ says president
Norman Laughton, but the
}xoductmn “facility will be
closed down and moved
outside of Farmington,
somewhere in Michigan.

i; Laughton explained that his’

firm 15 reuglnlxlng and will
‘mové into ,& smaller factory
‘and go Into 2 more specialized
loperation.

Rising costs have forced the

.particularly increased Iabor
costs and higher taxes.
“Some of our product lines
‘will be eliminated, and we'll
'add a few. We'll close down
this plant and begin looking

for a smaller site. Costs have
gotten too high all the way
down the line. High taxes are
but one of the many factors.”

LAUGHTON SAID it will be
a product-by-product phase
out over a period of 18 months
to two years. Within this time,
a decision will be made where
to relocate and to whom fo sell
the present facility.

He said the machine cutting
business is very competitive,
and industries with lower
taxes and lower labor costs
have an edge in the market.
He likened cost problems
facing Star Cutter to those of
Federal-Mogul which is closig
its Detroit plants,

r;\,;.

Boundary  Commissioner
Irving. Rozian commented
tha} if there is a distinct clash
betleen the village and
towpship zoning, there could
be | justification for con-
sidering exclusion, “‘but if it's
anly the preference of present

residents, that’'s not a
powerful argument.”

“If| large lots alone is
justification for cityhood,
Rozjan added, then the state
would become sprinkled with
minj-cities. I see a city as
being able to have a variety of
Iot sizes within it."

RESIDENTIAL - develop-
mert in Quakertown is of a
nat
in ofher areas of the township,
Bond - responded. Residents
feel| if the village becomes
part of a large, populous city,
its.
will]
of developments.

Rpzian observed that a
mmmumly of only.two square
milés is likely to ome
parpsitic upon neighboring
conjmunities ause either
resiflents will be crushed with
higH taxes to pay for services
or services must be borrowed
from neighbors.

“You will have to argue
pretty hard to me to justify
another two-square mile city
in the Detroit area,” Rozian
told| Bond.

Bond replied that many
mupicipalities rely on larger
citigs for services, such as
Farmington Township getting
its water from Detroit. Many
citids also have mutual pact

Star Cﬁttef”r Glosing Plant Here

Al
emp

one time, .Star Cutter
loyed some 250 warkers in
its factory but over the past
few| years has lowered its
work force to 100. The average
senjority of employes,
Laughton estimates, is 15-18
years.

The employes had been
members of an indeperident
unidn but were organized by
the UAW in 1965. Starting in
1967, rising costs began
reaching a point where serious.
problems resulted. .

FPR THREE years
Laughton fought the trend but
has| finally decided to
reorganize and . begin!
opedating on a smaller scale.

ire which cannot be found *

Fesidential developments. .}
soon fade into other types*

xclusion
poration Move

agreements for fire protec-
tion, he added.

“I believe in local “com®,
munity identity and: think
individual should have (th
maximum right to do what h
wants with his own land,”
Rozian philosophied, “‘and .
hesitate to give these up for
more efficiency and service,
but cities musl be self-
supporting.”

Quakertown. had problems
with vandalism, Bond added,
and most residents would be -
glad to pay-more for police
protection.

JOSEPH T. BRENNAN,
township attorney, argued
Quakertown is essentially part
of the township and there was
not any legal justification for
exclusion.

The -incorporation quauon
will not carry unanimously, he
added, and should Sons
votmg “ng” also be excluded?
Why exclude Quakertown
betause 800 persons osnjnr
50,000 in’the township /don’t
want incorporation? asked
Brennan.

The township has alwajs/”

Continued on Page 2A

Fact-Finder
Is Delayed

Roger Allen, executive
director of the Farmington
Education Association (FEA),
announces that fact finder
Dallas Jones has indicated an
inability due to schedule
difficulties to set the fact-
finding hearing between the
FEA and the Farmington
School District prior to Nov.

Jones told the parties that
he realized the importance of
hearing these matters as soon
as possible and, therefore,
should the parties wish to try

-and arrange for an earlier

hearing with.a different fact
finder, he would approve such
request.

Allen stated that “in view of
Jones'  rather  severe
schedule problems, the
association. would accept the
fact finder's advice and seek
e ‘board's cooperation in
petitioning the Michigan
Employment Relations
Commission for an earlier
heating date.”

“l am sure that both thel
board and the association are
interested in a quick
resolution of the present -
contract dispute. 1 feel that
Jones’ alternative affords
both parties an opportunity to
expedite - what otherwise
might be an unduly cum-
bersom process,” said Allen.

Should the actual hearing
not begin until Nov. 23, the
fact”  finder's recom-
mendations would most llkely
niot be known until very late in
the first semester. Teachers
have been working without a
contract since the opening of
school.

Star Cutter has four other
plants other than its main
facility in Farmington.

“Tam sorry to see them go,”
says Farmington Township
Supervisor Eari Teeples.
“They've been a real fine
neighbor and have contributed
a lot to the community.” .

Among those contributions
are a pistol Iange for the
township policé and Fire Hall
Number One, both on the Star
Cutter property.

- Star Cutter was among lhe
top three industries in the
Farmington area. It is a
closely-held corporation with
Laughton'’s son, Brad a vice-
president.
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