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By TIM RICHARD

“Any community that has a
cultural thing like this has 2
pride,” says John J. Gajec,
who s a5 responsible &s any-
one for Redford Township’s
*cultural thing.”

Gajec is conductor of the
Redford Clvic Symphony Or-
chestra, an organization Pput
together with largely volunteer
effort and rted by another

ural Pride Is

i

Guest performers

of the Republic.”

‘Next Concert

___The Redford Civic Symphony's next cencert
will be its Christmas oifcring on Sunday, Dec. 8,
at 4 p.m. in South Redford High School.

ill be the Ford Motor Co.
Chorus of about 100 voices. It will be heard with
the orchestra in the “Hallelujah™ chorus from
Handel's “Messiah™ and in an increasingly popu-
lar 19th century American number, “Battle Hymn

volunteer outfit, the Redford
Township Music Soctety.

It’s a low-budget operation,
aven for a community orches-
tra, but each year it puts to-
gether four concerts to bring
good music to suburban fam-
les,

.

THE PROBLEMS that Con-
ductor Gajec encountérs are
formidable, and yet the pro-
grams come off on schedule,
and the group lives on. B

#Up untll this year,” he said,
«I've never been able to work
out the season's program In
advance because [I‘ve never
known how strong a group I}
have,

“We had a total of 50 on
Nov, 16, the concert at which
Australlan prodigy Rita Reich-
man, pianist, was sololst, *This
year our strength has come
down a little, We're usually
close to 60,

wuwe're short on violas, cei-
los, string bass and some sec-
ond violins," e said,

Orchestra

York City debut In 1965; and ley, is|a|veteran condictor avallable at the Art Institwe
have had sold-out toursallover  long with the Uni- cicket office, Grinnell’s and T P f
the United States and Canada.  versity |of| Michigan school of O reriorm

of

Hudson'’s ticket offices,

The Dearborn Orchestral So-
clety will present the second
subscription concert of the
1968-69 season on Friday, Dec.
6, at 8:20 p.m. inthe Edsel Ford

chestra for music, sololsts and
staff expenses, The rest goes
into program printing, student
scholarships and the like,

Gajec and the Redford Sym-
phony operate dlfferently from
some comminity orchestras
when it comes to staffing.

“I have all local pedie’ iri
the first chalrs, Now, some=
times we have to hir® players,
like from the Detroit Sym-
phony. But when I do, 1 put
them in back,”

To put a hired player in the
first chairs, Gajec insists, “is
one way todemoralize the whole
organization,”

‘e

THE RESULT, he thinks, is
“more of a warm group, Ev-
eryone speaks to each other,
and there is a rapport, There
are some people who are not
fine as sololsts, but they’re
good orchestra players.

“And many can come out
and solo, That orchestra is full
of talent that hasn’t even been
shown,™

outstanding individual perform-
ers.

Orchestra members range
in age from 16t072, The young-
ar ones are Gajec’s own stu-
dents from Redford Union
School District, where heteach-
es the string Instrumentsandis
orchestra director, He hasbeen
at R,U, 16 years,

> .

BEHIND THE orchestraisthe
Redford Township Muse Soci-
ety--“These people work aw-
fully hard,"" saystheconductor.

“You can buy 2 family mem-
bership, which entitlds every-
one in the family to attend all
four concerts, for $5. That's
the lowest price around. Every
place else Is $10.""

He has a point{ For a family
of four,-the price breaks down
to a shade more than 31 cents
per person per concert. For
that, at the first concert,.you
would have heard a Beethoven
overture, a Mozart concertone
and a Brahms symphony.

he Orchestra -

soclety shitted lts support when
Gafec organizad thé Radtord
Ctvic ‘Symphony a few years
later in 1956,

. .

TO A GREAT exfent, the
formation and development of
the Redford Symphony par-
allel those of other suburban
orchestras and of tlie suburbs
themselves,

Gajec polnts out that as of
the middle of Wortd War O,
practically the only brehestras
extant, besides Detrbit’s, were
the Women’s and the Scendin-'.
avian symphonies,

n 1943, Prof, David Mattern
started the Univarsity of Mich-
fgan ‘Extenslon Orchestra, Ga-
jec played In }t ahd later con-
ducted it, '

But when the war ended, one
suburb after another organized
fts own orchestra--Birming-
ham, Pontlac, Dearborn, Allen
Park, Mount Clemens, St, Clair
Shores,  Plymouth, Grosse
Pointe, Royal Ogk,

“The civic orchestrasdrain-
ed the U, of M, Extenslon Or-
chestra,” says Gajec, The ex-
tensfon orchestra finally came
to an end. Redford itself didn't
pick up any of the players,
but suburbla in general can
take the blames-or. eredlt, if
you will--for putting an end to
a sort of central institution
and bullding up community or~
chestras.

* s

ONE, THING the  Redford

Symphony does that others don*t

--although it could be polntad
out that another fairly prom-
inent musician, Leonard Bern-
stein, does narrate when the
New York Philharmonlc goes
on television,

Gajec Illkes the Idea of a
narrator, “We don't have the
disturbances between numbers,
1t makes the program go fast-
er. People don't sit and feel
they re doing nothing.’”

And he adds that the narra-
tion s part of an “educational
process't -- which, after all,
is one of the reasons for having
a community orchestra.

Wildlife Film
Set By Society

Four Seasons, a wildlife film
featuring BritishColumbia, will
be presented by Wilired £, Gray
for the Audubon Society unDec,
7, at 7:30 p,m. in the Rackham
Memorial Auditorium, Farnse
worth at Woodward,

Deinning with springtime on
the coast and ending with winter
on the peaks of the Canadian
Rockies, the film follows the
arrival and departure of na-
ture’s wonders in British Co~
lumbia,

Some of the highlighted (lora
and fauna assoclated with the
passing seasons are the snow
geese, sharp-tailed grouse per-
forming mating dances, musk-
rats and sockeye salmon, with
strong cuntrasts in the terrain,
temperature and rainfall be-
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NO NEED O TAKE YOUR GROUP
TO A COLD, CHEERLESS HALL'
RESERVE OUR WHOLE RESTAURANT AND BAR
ANY SUNDAY YOU CHOOSE !

High School Auditorium, Rotun-
da Drive, Dearborn.

A *Pops” concert of light,
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D DANCE — Members of Dance A‘&ven‘-‘
tures, Inc., of New York por?ﬂay How the Rhinoceros Got His Skin,” one

Stories” they will perform at 1 and 3

the Clarencevillel High School auditorium. The production

is co-sponsored by the Clarehckville School District and the Livonia En-

tertainment Guild. Tickets may|be purchased at the door. Outer Drive, of PR
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varied and Christmas music
will be played by the Dearborn
Orchestra, conducted by Nathan
Gordon, Dr., Arthur Berg, music
consultant for the Dearborn
schools, will narrate,

Included In the program will
be. “Trumpet Voluntary” by
Ppurcell, *Capriccio Espag~
nole’ by Rimsky Korsakov and
“Christmas Festival” by An-
derson,

Maria Ewing, 19-year=old
mezzo-soprano, guest artist
the evenlng, will sing selections
from Tschalkowsky, Rossini
and Bizet, Miss Ewing has ap-
peared often as a sololstduring
her short career and also sang
with Jan Peerce and Roberta
Peters In the concert version
of the opera “Rigoletto’ at
Meadow Brook last August,

Concert tickets are available
at Grinnell’s in East Dearborn,
Fera’s Book Store in West
Dearborn, Sally’s Gift Shop,
Westborn, or atthe door, Ticket
prices are $2 for adults and §1
for students. For further infor~
mation call LO 1-2524 or LU
2-9190,

A concert for students (a
repeat of the “Pop’’ concert)
will be given free of charge
sunday, Dec. 8, at 2:30 p.m,
in Dearborn High School on

-
s

THE RIB EYE STEAK — 4p.m. to 9p.m.

13090 INKSTER ROAD near Schoolcraft

TV and Recording Star

VICKIE CARROLL

and "THE IN CROWD Trio”
Wed. thru Sat. ~Nov. 26 thru Dec. 19
» s s HOLIDAY COUPON 'SPECIAL + o ms g

YOUR SECOND MEAL! !
CLOSEQSUNDAYS J

CONCERTMASTER

Singletons Set
Mixer Dec. 6

A *“Mingling Mixer” is sch~
eduled for Friday, Dec. 6, in
Baja’s Hideaway Room, Mich-
igan at Telegraph, Sponsor of
the evening is the Dearborn
Livonia chapter of the U.S.
Singletons.

Slated to begin at 8 p.m,,
the program will include cock~
talls and dancing for all single
people between the ages of 25
and 45. Admission is S per
persoa.
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The Rolog tool makes fogs
clean with colorful flames.

$
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You'll make ‘em in minutes with’
the ingenious ROLOG tool’

hich burn long and

by Rolog inture easy starti
burning. Logs can be made in minutes, yet 4
logs burn ebout 2 hours, An ideol gift,

Plastic Tool with
Solid Maple Handle

AMERICAN Hardvate

LOGS!

passages formed
and complete

i
Ki

1
1

$5.98—

& Supply

1
i
DRE HOURS




