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(EDITOR'S NOTE: Last Sprng. The
how A Pray Is Born,"" This piece n
the anatomy of a pray idea and focuses
a director in a commumty theater proguction. Other
stories about other key people it ﬂd

foitaw from time to tine.}

By SUE SHAUGHNES

Entertainment Editer
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Each morning as Adj. Helen
Arnald takes her place along-
side the Salvatlon Army kettle
11 front of the Kroger store on
Main Street, she s marking her
silvet anniversary in Plymouth
and carrylng on a tradition

starting more than 60 years ago.
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sighed. "*You bleck the play as fast as you can,
and then ybu start to run the actors thirough.
You let the aciors lcarn their lines and keep
them from bumping into each other on stage.”

MRS. BRITTON, who has a background as
a professional actrers. admitted that ihis form
of directing is casier in comedy than in drama
because you *‘don’t need to interpret.”

While tae lady has a background in
she likes sitting in the director’s chair.

“What's so much fun is finding that
there is somecthing there that you didn’t
expect. It’s sccing the production play. The
actors feel it, too.”

This is the fouitn production that Mrs.
Britton has had a hand in directing for the
Farmington group. She also admits that while
living in New Jersey she directed “festival type
things" for a woman's club.

acting,

How did she get into directing? She con-
tends that she does it because “‘there is a dearth
of direciors who know theater and what looks
good in the cornmunity theater movement.”

THE METHOD: Is there any special set
way to direet? Tais director says no. “There
are no rules,” she says. “You do it your own

directing a play.” She uses her hands when she
talhs, moving e o inane a point.

She also takes voluminous noics during
rehearsals and est.mates that she uses 10-12
pads of paper during each production. She can
wear the point down on a pancil in 15 minutes
and doesn’t have any idea of how many pencils
she uses during the' picduction -schedule.

- Mrs. Brrtion

is not what you would call a
“strong director.” A

One of the actors in the Farmington
Players production told us that “Kaye hits
the happy medium between trying to inter-
pret a role and give us direction,

' She's casy gumﬁ.” he said, "‘but when it

comes down to ule wire there is no doubt about-

who is the boss.

_ Her approach is 1o have the actors work
with her. Di n one rchearsal, she frankly
told the cast: *'I'm just fooling around with this
scene. I'may change it back again, but let's try
it this way."”

The actors cemplied without a grumble.

- Indeed, at times during the rehearsals, it was

a question ol who was the most tired of a scene

—the actors or, .he director—as the repitition
went on and on.

way and it all falls iogether.”
Mrs. Britton bites her nails “‘only when I'm

. CONCENTRATION — The director, Kaye
Britton, €oncentrates while Stuart Orman and’
Kathy Nelson rehearse a scene. Note the pad of

tle,“and I have becn at it ever
since,”

THE TRADITION of the
Christmas kettle, trademark
of the Salvation Army, s one
of the most fascinating chapters
in the history of charitable
work.

According to the legend the
kettle had its inception when a
large ship was wrecked off the
rocky coast of San Francisco
on a dark and stormy night
in 1894,

Cold, wet and hungry, the
survivors were taken to shel-
ter in a nearby Salvation Army
bullding. At the time, the Pa~
cific Coast area was In the
depth of a depression and there
were few ‘‘extras?” avalfable
for, additional visltors who
needed help, At the time, the
Salvation Army was stretching
its resources to care for thou-
sands of jobless seamen and it
wasn’t loog until the supply of
food was exhausted.

At that moment an idea was
born. -

An ingentous girl picked up
the kettle and dashed out into
the cold night air, At the first
busy corner she reached she
set up & sign,‘*Keep The Kettle
Botllog,” X

The response was instantane
eous and that night there was &
suffictent supply of soup for all
the hungry.

Word of the successful ven=
ture spread across the country
in the various Salvation Army
quarters. and by Christmas of
1895 the kettle was used in 30
sections of the Pacific Coast
area,

Success marked the imnova=
tion In each area and, accord~
1o the tegend, the newse
papers of the PaciticNorthwest

spread the s'nry across fts
front pages i-: all the world
to see.
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BEFORE ANOTHER holiday
season rolled around two young
salvatlon Army officers who
had shared in the original sue-
cess were transferred to the
eastern seaboard. They took
with them the idea of-the kettle
to help the needy in the annual
Christmas appeal,

Boston was the first of the
major cities to adopt the kettle
and a man named Willlam A,
Melntyre prepared the city’s
Christmas plans around it,

When the time came for his
fellow officers to man the ket
tes, they bdlked, fearful that
they would be making spectacles
of themselves. But that dida"t
stop Mclntyre,

He enlisted the services of
his wife and sister, set up the
kettles in the heart of the city
and the success was fantastic.
The kettles provided Christmas
dinpers for 150,000 needy
people,

No loger were people afrald
of making ‘*spectacles of them=
salves” and In 1908 the'New
York World, then one of the
country’s leading papers, call-
ed the Salvation Army kettles
«the newest and most novel
devices for collecting money”
and also noted that *there is 2
man In charge to see that con-
tributions are not stolen.”

PR

THIS PUBLIC ACCLAIM of
the kettle resulted in one of the
biggest charity dinners of all
time when the funds from the
«innovation® provided the first
grat sitdown dinnerin Madison
Square Garden, )
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Mrs. Britton’s notes.
Prompter Joan Stone follows the script at the
table. :

Kettle, Bell

And <o the losand of the kettle
reached 15 peak, Xow, the kettle
is used in everySalvation Army
corps and many of the kettles
are manufactured in state pri-
sons,

Contributions to the kettles
enable the Salvation Army to
spread Christmas cheer among
thousands who_ otherwise would
be denied the warmth and
friendliness of the season,

To those far from home, to
the sick, to the inmates of jails
and prisons and the thousands
of underprivileged children, the
Salvation Army’s remembrance
at Christmas often spells the
differeace between happiness
and misery.

A check of the records, res.
veals that,.in .a recent year,
the Salvation Army gave assis-
tance to more than 1,650,000
persons at Thanksgiving. and
Christmas,

‘changes ?since the-utllitarian
cauldron was set up on that
dark, stormy night inSan Fran-
clsco. Some of the tatest mod~
els have suchnovelattachments
as self-ringing bells and come
with a Christmas booth, come
plete with a-' public address
system over which the tradi=
Honal Christmas music is
beamed.

But Adj, Helen Armold will
have none of them,

She stili stands at her kettle
ringing the bell as she has
done for more than half a cen~
tury and plans to continue for
years to come,

She became -affillated with
the Salvatlen Ariny as a child

o

in Windsor, Canada, and later
entered the nurses trainiig col=
lege at Toronto as an officer
of the coips.

From Toronto she was as=
signed to Pontiac and served
there for years before coming
to Plymouth 25 years ago.

-«It seems that 1 have known
nothing else in my life,” she
smiled, “and I wouldn’t change
a minute of it,

tWhen 1 came here,” she
explained, “we set up a nur-
sery on Mill Street and we were
doing well until the close of
World War I, Then, when the
boys came home from service
they wanted their wives athome
and we had to curtail the nur=
sery.”

. s

LT, TED' DALBERG, head
of “the' Salvation Army Corps
1n Plymouth, congratulated Adj,
Arnold on her silver anniver-
sary and explained that the
Plymouth corps works with the
needy throughout the year--
providing food where needed,
and supplying toys for the
youngsters  and helplng out
wherever we can,

The Plymouth corps is limit-
ed fo three kettles in the eity,
but supervises the actlvity in
most_of the other communities
in Observerland,

So, when you see Adj, Ar-
nold, or her ades, standing at
the famed kettle, they will be
continulng & legend that had
its Inception during adversity of
o shipwreck In San Francisco
‘on a cold, dark night away
back in 1884,

GOLDEN THROAT
Mickey Lolich has been per-

forming s a singer during
the off-season,

ILLUSTRATING — Kaye Britton shows an ac-
tor the exercises used to tighten face muscles. This
action was called for in the script of the play and

the director took the time to make certain that it

was accurate.

and Mrs. Biilton never los. sight of

“'.'}.‘lis is a laugh line and play it for all it's

worth.

About the notes, she says: “I'm surc that’
the cast is sick of my notes. But I can’t let them
go on making basic mistakes. If they keep run- 3

ning through e play the wrong way then |

there’s trouble.

THE RESULT: She says that "I have al-

She constautly admonished the cast  °
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ways been pleased with what I've diracied. The )y
production has been beyond what 1 have., .,

expected.”
The finished production bears tais out. On
opening night, the curtain rose with a new lead-

ing man and a leading lady fighting a’case of .

laryngitis.
In spite of the difficultics, it was a fin-
ished, reasonably polished product.

Mrs. Britton admits that she is always ner.
vous on opening night, though. She says that the
opening night jstiers for a director are worse
than for the acior.

“You always know what you can do.” she
says, “‘but not whazt tie others will do.”

}

PHOTOS: Ralph Evert

COME TO THE LIYONIA MALL
FOR THE CHRISTMAS SPERIT

SANTA AND HIS hoiGEER

{in Crowley Court)

SEE YOUR CHILD “LIVE” ON TV

SLIDE DOWN
THE CHRISTMAS STOCKING

ENJOY THE LITTLE REINDEER GIRLS
KEEPING SANTA'S CLOTHES KEAT

SEE THE NORTH POLE ELVES
MAKING CANDY

ENROLL NOW IN LIVONIA MALL HOLIDAY
. ADVENTURE in WINE TASTING
and COOKING
Wednesday; Dec. 11 - 730 pm
Thursday, Dec. 12 - 1:30 p.m.
In addition to Wine Tasting, there will be
sample “'goodies’ to take home.
$1.50 Registration
o o -
send to: LIVONIA MALL MERCHANTS ASSOCIATION
Livonia Mall . \
tivonia, Michigan i

TIME,

CITY.
{There will be prizes,t0o!)
o o -
All this in air-conditioned comfart
MEET YOU AT THE MALL
Open “til 9:30 Mon., Thurs., Fri., Sat.
“til 5:30 Tues. - Veed:

There's always
something going on at ...

LIVONIA

7 MILE AT
MIDDLEBELT

i
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