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"Here’s Gift Idea
For Gardeners

EAST LANSING
Are you having difficulty
selecting the right gift for a
certain person? If your friend
has trees and shrubs, a
pruning tool may be the an-
swer.
. Nearly every gardener
< -would like to own a certain
‘tool but never gets around to
buying it. Check his needs
thmuyl his family.
. ing is a vital part of
smaintaining one’s landscape,
®ays Prof. Joseph Cox,
Michigan State University
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Home Noises

‘Too few persons realize that
excessive sound levels
frequently can be found in and
around the typical home, and
that these noise levels can be
hazardous to the human
hearing mechanism, ac-
fording to experts.
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extension landscape
specialist. The right tool and
technigue is important to
achieve the desired effect.

Extension type pruning
shears are used for tipping
back long shoot growth on
high parts of shrubs.
Longhanded or loping shears
cut branches under one-half
inch.

Hand pruning saws have
straight and curved tapering
blades, Cox explains. The
straight blade is used to prune
woody branches of shrubs and
small trees. The curved blade
removes large branches at
ground level.

Head back new growth with
a jack knife. Hedge shears
make straight cuts for hedges
or formal plant outlines.

One of these tools could help
your friend do a better job of
gardening. They could
prevent backaches and
blistered hands too!

Lightning Zaps Michigan Spuds

EASTLANSING

Michigan potataes have

been getting zapped by

lightning for years, but now
there's & new twist.

Dr. W:lliam J Hooker,

Hooker. *‘Also, portions of
fields¢hat got more irrigation
water seemed to be more
susceptible to injury."”

In the cases studied, the
lightning charge apparently

State
plant pathologist, mﬁced for
the first time this year more
lightning injury to crops in
fields with solid set irrigation

tems.

“‘Aerial photographs of
several potato fields showed
that the injury followed the
irrigation  pipes,” said

in or near the pond
that was the water source or
along the main line that

transported the water from .

the pond to the field.

“In one field, circular
patterns of injury
corresponded closely with
spray patterns from certain

mm.l:s a]ohg ‘the pipe,”
Hooker noted.

. THE TYHE o( lightning
damage well: know to

Michigan mln growers is a
dreularor odal shaped area of
dead‘vines in the field. But
_when solid| set irrigation
systems werg in the field, the
injured plants were in scat-
tered areas often widely

separated. |
Inseverely hit, areas, potato
plants wilted and died almost

immédiately. In areas of

Cool, Moist Storage F(ln,-:‘A}i)ples )

To protect the flavor and
texture of apples, store them
where it’s cool and moist,
recommends a Michigan State
University consumer

cent humidity) stay fresh up :mot;

to three or four months,
reports Miss Ada
Shinabarger.

Store apples in the

agent.
Apples kept in cold storage
(32 to 35 degrees in 80 to 85 per

when possible.
Otherwise, choose a place
where they will keep cool but

re. |

rﬂpi’l% should be kept
away, from strong-
flayoret! !oods and sorted
often. ‘By\ doing this, your
apples will ptay fresh for up to
* two weeks,T Mlss Shinabarger
(says. 1\
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lesser injury, plants survived
for as long as 20 days.
“Lightning plays odd tricks
and predictions;of its action
are seldom successful,”
Hooker sald. “We will have to
study more cases of lightning

injury before it will be
possible to make recom-
mendations that might ease or
resolve the problem,” sald
Hooker.

Right now, the most im-

portant thing is to make sure
that nobody is in an irrigated
field during a thunderstorm,
because the irrigation system
widely distributes the elec-
trical discharge during a
lightning strike.

POPPY REDS and golds are combined in a silky stripe and 5oordi-

nated with plain cerise velvet to create this “hot room.” Designed by Elroy
Edson for Debut ‘72, it is elegantly outfitted with white accessories.

COOL GREENS and blues with a touch of orange for accent are the
theme of this room created for Debut ‘72 by Selig. The side chairs are
covered with white airpelle.

Broadleaf Evergreens
Require Winter Care

EAST LANSING

Ole' Man Winter is hard on
trees and the broadleaf
evergreen is no exception.

Holly, rhododendron and
laurel all keep their leaves
over winter and are constantly
losing water moisture to the
strong winter winds. Since the
roots are inactive or frozen
during winter months, they
cannot make up this loss as
quickly as during their
growing season.

According to chhlgan State
Roy

spring root damage from

University
Mecklenburg, evergreens w:ll
show excess loss of water if
the leaves are browning
around the edges or drooping.

Protect your evergreens by
planting them in areas away
from the wind and avoid a
southern exposure. Water
heavily during the fall to
prevent the ground from
drying out.

Mulching evergreens can
prevent winter and early

rapid changes in
the ground. It also prevents
shallow-rooted plants from
heaving out of the ground in
the early spring.

Athree to four-inch mulch of
pine needles, peat moss, straw
or a commercial product
should be applied around the
evergreen. In the spring either
remove it or leave it in place
to help control weeds and
preserve moisture around the
plants. i
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