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- Groves Blitzed In Cage Opener

“By TOM DONOGHUE
Sperts Editor
It was a simple case of first capitalized on numerous 75:50.

game jitters for Birmingham

Falcon turnovers to win lhe

LONG SEASON AT GROVES? Birmingham Groves basketball Coach
Al Vordermark watched his Falcons lose their opener to Seaholm 75-50
and was caught in this pose wondering just how long the season will be
(Photo by Tom Donoghue)

“It was the first varsity~

.. Groves. Birmingham Seaholm opening rival baske(ball clash start for all of my players,’

sald Groves' Coach Al Vor:
dermark. “Seaholm had four.
senlors and one junior and we
stacked up ‘green’ against
them.”

“In addition we had to pull:

our 65 center, Lindsay Miller,

from the game in the second.

quarter because he had three
fouls,” added Vordermark.

Miller fouled out of the contest

early in the fourth quarter.

Inexperlenced Falcons nnd the
third quarter ended with
Seaholm in front 62-30.

When the final buzzer
sjunded, Coach Vordermark
glanced up at the scoreboard
and realized it was going to be
a long season.

“We need a lot of ex-
perience,” said Vordermark.
“We aren’t big at all and the

.loss of Scott Love is really
going to show this year.”

GROVES was unbeaten last

. year in Northwest Suburban

SEAHOLM got the opening.

tip and after three minutes,

Groves led 4-3. Seaholm broke':

into a full-court press but:
Groves held a 10-7 lead
midway through the first
quarter, with Les Siegel
paving the way.

With 42 seconds remaining
in the quarter, Groves called a
time-out and the score read 10-
9. The Falcons had not scored
in three minutes.

First quarter of play ended
with Groves up 10-9.

Seaholm’s John Denning
popped in a jump shot at the
two minute mark for the first;
score of the second quarter
and Seaholm had its first lead
of the game and was never o
fall behind again.

Midway through the quarter.
Groves trailed 16-15 but a
Siegel pass went astray and
Seaholm bounced in front 24-17
with three minutes in the half.

SCOTT HAMMOND, Jirq
Hughes, and Bob Lyle hit en
successive  baskets * for
Seaholm.

Tom Adams scored {ur
Groves in the closing seconds
but Seaholm had jumped out
39-19.

Groves got the second-half
tip but turnovers plagued the

play with a 10-¢ record and
was 13-3 overall. This is the
third year for Vordermark at
Groves who has enjoyed 13-3
marks each season.

“We dominated the entire
league last 'year," added
Vordermark. 'But we lost 10
of 12 players:;and we really
have fo come back at it this
year."

Groves opens league play
with John Glenn on Dec. 10 but
has a non-league clash with
Kimball Friday at home.

“FRANKLIN has the best
shot at the Northwest crown
this year,"” added Vor-
dermark. “If my kids can
come around we might cause
some headacties in the league,
but it is gomg to be a rough
trail.”

: Adams collected 13 points
and Don Larsen 12 for Groves
while Denning of Seaholm led
scorers with 17.

Groves hit on 21 of 50 shots
from the floor for 42 pér cent
and scored on eight of 23 from
the line' for- a 35 per cent
average.

‘Seaholm popped in 30-out of
74 from the’ floor for 41 per
‘cent while hitting on 15 of 26
from the line for 75 per cent.

St. Agatha Tightens Defense

To Sneak By Lourdes 54-48

LAYING THE BALL UP for a St. Agatha

score is senior

forward Tom Churches.

(Observer photo by Harry Mauthe)

St.
opener at the free - throw line,
in a 5448 conquest of River
Rouge Lourdes High School.

The Aggies popped in 20 of
44 from the line while Lourdes
scored on only two of 11 free -
throws.

ST. AGATHA trailed in the
contest to the three minute
mark of the fourth quarter
when senior center Tom
Churches scored the go-ahead
basket. The. Aggies never
looked back.

“We were top - notch on
defense and didn't commit a
foul the entire first half," said
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Lathrup Grid Stars
Honored In Banquet

By W.W.EDGAR

Rated the second best
football team in the state after
being ignored in the rankings
for most of .the season,
members of the undefeated
Southfield Lathrup High
School football team learned
Sunday that they are not
without honor in their home
community.

They were toasted and
praised by a gathering of
more.than 150 persons that
included parents, boosters,
educators, coaches and school
officials in the first such
banquet in the history of the
school.

Members of the school
board, in turn, lauded them
for the heaps of praise they
brought to the school that now

"

is known the length and
breadth of the state.

THE PARENTS stated their
praise with a giant banner
across the head table that
read ““This I's Proud Country"'.

The team finished the
season undefeated, suc-
cessfully defended its Inter-
Lakes title and ran its string of
consecutive victories to 17 ~
the longaz streak of any Class
Ateam in the state, .

Tnmpoflulesexsan nire’of
the players earned places on

,various all-star teams.

“This was not a miracle
team,” Athletic- Director - Ed¢
Litogot told the parents, '*You
don't build miracles in four
years. This team was started
four years ago and by hard

work it finally landed on top -
and we're proud of every
member."

The dinner was
sponsored by the
Owners Association
parents of the players.

Each player was presented
with a group picture of the
squad in color and the players,
in turn, presented Coach
Darryl Harper with an
autographed football,

Ed Youngs, an assistant to
Duffy:Daugherty 3t Michigan
State, was the main speaker
and spent miost of his time on
the -podium relating the
procedure of obtaining an
athletic scholarship.

It was the first football
banquet for Lathrup, but the
parents vowed that it wouldn't
be the last.

co-
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“They were a bit sloppy, but
wedrovea lot, fm'cing them to
commit fouls.”

Lourdes committed 31 fouls
in” contrast to nine by S(
Agatha.

The Aggies had four players
in double figures with Chur-
ches leading the squad with 17
points. Pat Brown followed
with 14 while Phil Hickey
collected 11 and Mark Mir
10.

DAN SHIELDS was h)gh
scorer for Lourdes with 24
points. ‘

. #Our defense tightened u’p B

the second half,” said

Agatha won its cage Agatha Coach Tom Sankovic. Siwkovic. “‘Shields scored lB

first half, but we held him
1&®nly six the second.. |
- Brhelr fouls killed them,”
adled Sankovic. “But tar-

n("m almost did us in. We
22 the first hall and 13 the

sevpnd hall.” - ft
% "Agatha is composed ofja
1

an squad, ‘but Sankovic
s his starting five is, one‘ol’
it smartest outits around
_exercising ball control.! ;
: *“We are in a tough division,
but these boys have played
togpther since they were little,
and they know baskelball
said Sankovic.

The Aggies host Mt. Carmel
JEriday on its home court. |

DRIVING IN for Groves is senior gua}‘d Les Siegel in the opening rival
clash with Birmingham Seaholm. Jim Hughes (51} and Scott Hammond
(33) of Seaho!m defend on the play. {Observer photo}

Outhustled 70-64

Borgess Toppled

Bishop Borgess went cold in
the fourth quarter of its
opening basketball clash
against De LaSalle and ended
up on the short end, 70-64.

With four minutes
remaining, Borgess held a
three point margin but
DeLaSalle got hot and Borgess
cold, De LaSalle scored four
straight baskets and over a
two minute span outscored
Borgess 14-1.

Three bad shots in a row told
the story for us,” said Borgess
Coach Tom Denewith. “They
got hot and we just fell flat on
our face.”

BORGESS gained a 16-14
first quarter lead but De
LasSalle fought back to tie it at
the half, 27-27. De LaSalle
pushed to a five point ad-
vantage at the end of three
quarlers, 5348, but Borgess
rebounded in the fourth only to
have the tide change and De
LaSalle come out the victor.

“De LaSalle’s center, Bill
Glowczewski, really killed
us.'" said Denewith. *‘He
collected 18 of his 29 points in
the third quarter and was
hitting on shots 25 feet out.”

The contest was filled with
turnovers with Borgess
fumbling 22 while De LaSalle
collected 15.

Borgess junior forward,

Mark Sopko, pumped in 20
points to lead the offensive
attack with Greg Battle
collecting 12 and Shawn
McCarthy 10.

BORGESS hit on 16 of 38
free throws while De LaSalle
scored on 10 of 23. Borgess was
32 per cent from the floor and
De LaSalle did 10 per cent
better with an average of 42
per cent.

“We missed 16 shots within

10 feel of the basket,” said
Denewith. “In addition we
missed eight layups."”

“The kids were hustling but
just couldn‘t pop it in."" con-
cluded Denewith.

Borgess travels to Garden
City East. Tuesday night in
what should shape up to be its
toughest game. A clash with
Mt. Carmel is on store Friday
with its first league encounter
on Dec..17 at Sacred Heart
Dearborn.

Prep Schedule

BASKETBALL
FRIDAY
Harrison at North Farmington
Southfield at Redford Union
Shrine at Brother Rice
Garden City West at John Glenn
Franklin at Wayne
Bentley at Farmmgtnn
Thurston at Churchi
Kimball at Bu'mmgham Groves
Plymouth at Walled' Lake
Mt. Carmel at St. Agathd -
St. Clements at Bishop Borgess
SATURDAY
Stevenson at Thurston
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NEW "71 ZEPHYR . . .
' The Family Moto-Ski

8 H.P. Electric

'TRAILER & MUSH SLEIGH

‘Deluxe Moto-Ski Festures:

® Front Bumper
‘® Safety Cut-off
. ® Two Year Guarantee on Track

Zephyt is a mora than full size, rugged and dependable snowmo-
ile. [t'll go anywhere you want. If you want & family machine,

7500

® Safety Strap
¢ Tool Box
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