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The state party helda closed
hearing recently to hear
comments about the proposed
redistricting of the State
Senate and House districts in
‘Western Wayne County.

THE OBSERVER was at
the hearing but was asked to
leave shortly after it got under

James Lowe, elected on a non-
partisan basls, voiced strong
objections over a proposal to
split his community between
two Senate districts.

The plan was drafted by the
four Democratic members of
the eight-member Reap-

into effect for the 1972 elec-
tions.

If history is any guide the
commission will probably
deadlock 44 along party lines,
and the State Supreme Court
will have to make a decision.

The U.S. court’s guidelines

New Precinct

Elections Asked

LANSING

A bill which would give new
voters a voice in the selection
of Democratic presidential
nominees passed the House
Iast week with Observerland’s
six Democratic represen-
tatives voting for it and two
Republicans opposing it.

Ina partisan vote of 58 to 41,
only two state Republicans
voted for the bill providing for
an April primary for the
election of precinct delegates.
The bill was referred to the
Senate.

Observerland  Democrats
voting for it were Rep. John
Bennett of Redford Township,
Thomas Brown of Westland,
Joseph' Forbes of Oak Park,
Marvin Stempien of Livonia,
James Tierney of Garden
City, and Richard Young of
Dearborn Heights.

AMONG REPUBLICANS
opposing the measure were

Reps. Raymond Baker of .

Farmington and James

Defebaugh of Birmingham. were not elected during the

The only Republicans voting election year, the Michigan

for passage were Reps. John Democratic delegation could

Brown of Okemos, and Joseph  have difficulty being seated in

Swallow of Alpena. the national convention.
Purpose of the bill is to

provide for a special election
on April 3, 1972, to elect
delegates to county con-
ventions prior to the
presidential nominating
conventions of 1972.

If it fails in the Senate,

which is split with bhalf
Republicans and  hall
Democrats, precinect

delegates to the state con-
ventlons will be those elected
in August 1970.

SINCE YOUTHS between 18
and 21 were just enfranchised
this summer, they will not be
represented in the
presidential election process if
the April special election fails.

‘The bill provides only for the
election of precinct delegates
in April thoigh other issues
could be placed on the ballot.

Aldo Vagnozzi, Democratic
chairman of the 19th District,
has urged senators from the

Because those delegates area-to vote for the bill. Hls
appeal was directed to Sens.
Cari Pursell (R-Plymouth)
David Plawecki (D-Dearborn
Heights) and Harvey Lodge
R-Waterford).

““The time has come to give
the new voters a meaningful
role in the 1972 elections by
approving House Bill 5748,"
Vagnozzi said.

Magazine’s Pick

Ed Johnson, newly-named ¢
Wayne State University
assistant wrestling coach, was
Sport Magazine's June 1971
choice as college athlete of the
month.

where possible.

IN WAYNE COUNTY, the
Democratic praoposal
recommends the following
State Senate districts:

"The 14th District, now -
represented by Republican

Apportionment
Public Debates
Are This Week

Two public hearings on
legislative apportionment will
be held for metropolitan
residents this week.

QOakland County residents
can attend a hearing on
Thursday, Dec. 9 at 1 p.m., in
the Oakland County Com-
missioners Auditorium. The
auditorium is in the Oakland
County Government Complex,
1200 N, Telegraph, Pontiac,

The hearings for Wayne
County residents will be at
10:30 a.m. Friday, Dec. 10 in
the County issil

The 13th District, now
represented by Democrat
William Faust, would remain
substantially the sameé with
oné change opposed by
Garden City's mayor. .

Garden City wouald be tut by
the 12th and 13th districts with
most of the city placed in the
12th district, which would also
include Dearborn  and
Dearborn Heights.

The proposed . boundary
between the two districts
would run up and down side
streets and legislatively split
the city, which is now entirely
within the 13th District.

The 12th District is
represented by David
Plawecki  (D-Dearborn
Heights). i

In addition, a small portion
of Westland bounded. by
Merriman, Joy, Warren and
Venoy Rds. would be removed
from the 13th District and
placed in Pursell's 14th
district.

‘That one square mile covers
Republicap precincts,
although the balance of
Westland usually votes for
Democrats.

auditorium of the City-County
Building, Detroit.

Bloodmobile
Due Thursday

The Red Cross bloodmobile
will be located at the Elks
Club, 31117 Plymouth Rd.,
Livonia, on Thursday, Dec. 16,
between 2 and 8 p.m.

THE PR
State House calls for sub-
stantial changes in the
existing boundaries.

Most of Livonia would be a
new 90th house district, with
the northeast corner tossed in
with Redford Township in a
proposed 8sth district.

Republican voters in Canton
Township, Plymouth and
Northville communities would
be part of the new 91st district,
and would share the district
with part of the west side of

L for ‘the*

The north half of Westland his district,
would be part of the proposed  Faust jaiso felt that it is
3th district and would be “poor planning” to have
paired with the south half of Inkster coupled with Dear-
Livonia. The sduth half of born inta new 12th Semate
Westland would be linked with District.
gnt?n Townshipinanew 37th  He used the same phrase In

istrict. )

laciny porth
. At present, Westland is split ';,:; .,Ef‘;;gu:',,;h ;, the 1!:;
into three house districts, gjetrier,: .
r;f;;ﬂ:dwhy gﬁ- g}:;n:; At the hearing were Faust,
Young of Dearborn, Heights SLate Rep. Brown, and former
and James Tierney of Garden legislatqrs and candidates

which would be part of the
proposed district including
Canton, Plymouth and Nor-
thville. !

* Mrs, Barns, a Westland City,
Council  membér, un:
successfully opposed Brown in
last year's House primary and
is interested on how the new!
boundaries would #ffect her
political chances néxt year if
she decides to run.

Gity, i

IN A LETTER to Kenneth
Hylton, chairman of the
Democrats’  apportionment
commission, Mayor Lowe said
that the largest portion of
Garden City would be placed
in a Senate district and
dominated by Dearborn and
Dearborn -Heights.

“‘Culturally and socially
speaking, Garden City is more
compatible with Westland
(both are now in the same 13th
District) than Dearborn or.
Dearborn Heights,” Lowe
said. "

“Qur ‘problems in nd way
compare to :Dearborn’s
problems,” he stressed.

He reminded Hylton of the
Supreme Court's guidelines
concerning keeping entire
cities within a single district
where possible. :
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““The new boundary leads to
utter confusion,” Lowe said.
“The proposal would ‘leave
Garden City with very little if
any proper representation.”

“I am opposed to any at-
tempt to changé our Senate
boundaries without the party
supplying answers to his.
comments.
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