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Tests Tell

Freshness

LANSING

Bend its needles. Bump ll on
the ground.

That's how to find out if that
Christmas tree you're gging to
buy will stay fresh throt
holidays.

“If the needles bend easily
and don’t fall when you bump
the tree, the tree is fresh,”
contends Lester E. Bell,
Michigan State University
extension forester.

“Some psecles, upruce. for
example, do not retain thelr
needles well. This is
characteristic of the species
and does not necessarily
reflect a lack of freshness.

“Disregard brown needles
that fall when the tree is
bumped. They are merely
remnants of the nurmal
shedding process.

“Feel the bottom of the .
stump — on fresh trees it feels
sappy moist.”

ADDITIONAL in-
formation can be obtained

e Christmas Tree.”

Trees

;
free by writing the Depart-
ment of Forestry, Michigan
State University, East Lan-
sing, Mich. 48823 for the
booklet, ‘‘Buying Your

There are a number of
things you can do to keep your
Christmas tree fresh and
attractive, If you don't plan to
set up the tree immediately,
Bell advises that it can be
placed in a cool, shaded area
well sheltered from the wind,
with the base in a bucket of
water.

“Just before putting the tree
in its stand, you should cut off
an inch or two from the base of
the trunk,” he says. **This will
allow the tree to take up water
more readily.”

A tree stand filled with
water will help prevent needle
drop and will greatly increase
the tree's fire resistance,
notes the MSU expert.

JOY.

STORE HOURS:

165505 Beech Daiy Fioad, KE 7-4480

Woeekdays — 7: BOa m. to 5:30 p.m,
Saturday — 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

LUMBER
COMPANY

GRACIOUS LIVING room has been topped off with an entirely new

type of ceiling tile from Armstrong. The furnishings of this elegant room

are eclectic. Note the harmonious contrasts of the modern print draperies, -
shag carpet. and ceiling tile with the period furniture and antiques, such as

the quaint Viennese coffee urn. The tile was cemented to the existing ceil-

ing. then the false beams added for the coffered {recessed) look.

— All Wood — -
PREFINISHED V.G. PANELING
BIFOLD -LOUVER DOORS

A home - buying counseling
service is being offered to
veterans by the Veterans

Thursdays from 6to 9 p.m., in
order to reach those persons
working during the day.

$ 595‘

The counseling service will
be offered on Tuesdays and

jobs, schools etc.), budgeting,

selection (location, access to

VA Offers Home Buying Counseling

home care and buying within
their means.

Seconds - Minor Defacts Only) 95 W Administration. It will begin Veterans will be counseled on .
24 28" 32" 36" ... _compiete Dec. 14 at the VA regional an appointment basis only. Cactl Need
COLONY OAK wintwwie | office in Detroit at 801 W.  The purpose of the VA home . Y
] 5695 Baltimore. counseling program is to Wlnter RQSt
s x4x8... Pilot programs in Los advise the  potential
ECUIVUS Angeles and Baltimore have homebuyer=of the technical EASTLANSING
S been highly successful. While and financial aspects of home  Jf you associate a cactus
FLUSH DDDHS . the program is aimed al: buying. only with a desert, then look
2. 24" - 76" x6'8" x 1-%" minority group veterans, all  Tpe popential veteran again. Michigan  State
veterans are eligible for the pomebuyers will be counseled University horticulturist Dr.
MAHOGANY BIRCH service. * concerning proper home William H. Carlson says the

cactus is a good house plant.
Cacti are sun - loving plants
and must be treated ac-

% " VARIABLE
SPEED DRILL with
INFINITE SPEED LOCK

Lock trigger at any spesd

wited 10 ob. Imbroved

protacted motor.

Pogoad thanGry handle,

polished atminum hous-
ing. Chuck key included.
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they receive’ es how
much heat and moisture they
can Wtilize or tolerate.

Light is poor during winter.
so keep cacti cool to maintain
the balance between heat and
light. Water sparingly from
to March. A

Black & Decker
7% " circular saw

999

Outstanding value. 1 HP burn-
out protected motor and 7% "
blade 1o handle big cutting
jobs with ease. (#7301)
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Black & Decker

Jig Saw. Cuts corners or
curves wherever you
draw the fine -- in !
wood, metal,.plastics,
and other materials.

at a low price. 99

(#7510) 1 2
Black & Decker

%" drill.

Great gf |-purpose

temperature of about 50
degrees is the best during that
period. The small amount of
water supply prevents their
shriveling and saves their
roots from drying. This winter
rest period 18 required to
make them flower. in spring.

Gardeners make the
mistake of assuming that
since cacti are desert plants,
they want to be hot at all
times, not realizing that
winter nights can be bitterly
cold on most deserts, Carlson
said.

TRANSPLANT cacti in
early spring (March or April)
when the various t; show
signs of returning to aclivity,
after their winter rest.
Growing cacti that occupy
their pots for the second year
may be fed with a mild
solution of a fertilizer once a
month.

Offsets or shoots formed at
the base or side branches of a
cactus may be used as cut-
tings after their seasonal
growth is completed. Sever
with a sharp knife from the
parent plant at their very
bottom.

The cacti thrive in a sandy
soll, They are quite suscep-
tble to overwatering. Use
small containers since the root
systems are small compared
to most foliage plants, Carison
recommends:

Set the cacti outdoors during
the summer months. Plunge
the pots in a bed of sand.
Water more frequently during
the hottest part of the sum-
mer.

drill makes a fine first togl
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The

Green Thumb

By GEORGE ABRAHAM

M

Home Landscaping: Now's
a good time to dream about
landscapmg your home next

spring

I(you Te operating ona tight
budget, no reason why you
can't landscape your grounds
a little at a time. Planting
shrubs in front of the home is
probably the most important
planting job you can do. This
is called “foundation plant-
ing," a term although once
descriptive, is no longer well
suited to many new homes.

Foundation plantings were
used to cover up the tall, un-
sightly foundations. Homes
today seldom have the high
foundation, so the planting
might now more correctly be
called a base planting.

Since the modern base
planting is not really trying t¢
hide anything, plants can be
less dense and not as closely
spaced as those used in the

st.
Here are a few hints to

" consider when you set out

shrubs. Select plants that
when mature will be in scale
with the house. For example,
don't plant & Colorado blue
spruce along the foundation,
since this tree ean grow 60 feet
tali.

Don’t overplant or un-
derplant. Large homes may
need many plants, but the
small one needs only a few.

Keep the planting simple.
Fancy plantings usually fail,

and are more difficult to keep .

up. Always allow enough room
forr each plant so it can
develop normally without
heavy butchering (pruning).

Plant corners first, if the en-
tire plantings cannot be made
at once. Add plants as
necessary to complete wall

“your plan on a piece of paper

first. Talk it over with your
local nurseryman. He'll be
glad to make suggestions even
if he doesn't Jand the land-
scape job..

FREE: If you need helpson
home landscaping, send me a
self.

a pretty bright red tip,~just
like a fingernail?”

Answer: You have what is
known as a “painted finger-

_nail” plant, a member of the

Pineapple family. Leaves ate
green and strap-like. On the
tip of the green leaves you see
a bright . rose-red tip,

a fingernail. -

envelope for a eopy of my
booklet, ‘“‘Landscaping Your
Home.” This guide was

‘prepared by the Nursery-

men'’s Association and makes
a good addition to your green
thumb library, Make sure
your envelope 6 theflarge,
business-size type. .

GREEN THUMB CLINIC:
“Please tell me how to care
for a ‘finger nail’ plant. It has

This item likes a semi-sunny
to semishady room, with
temperatures around 70 to 75
degrees. Prefers a loose,
humusy sofl, equal parts sand,
peat and loam. Keep soil
barely moist and replace
water in the leaf axils at least
once a week. A close member
of this plant is the so-called
“living vase,” so called
because the leaves will catch
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cordingly. The amounl of light

spaces. Make sure the plants
you select will not cover
windows or hide good ar-
chitectural designs of)e
house.

You can save yqurself a lot
of headaches, if you sketch

FREE ESTI|
DEMONSTI

DIRECT WIRE
TO POLICE STATION
11733 LINWOOD CORKER TUXEDO

ok 69-2112

TION CALL

New Snow Pup’

We've improved man’s best Yriend in
snow. Paddles are hard rubber, on an
aluminum drum. This means less vi-
bration, better snow throwing. Cleans
a 50 foot driveway in about 10
minutes. 21 inch gas model.

Model 726 (two-stage)

Cleans right down to the pavement
with the exclusive pivoting scraper
blade. Features easy power turns. 7
hp engine has 3 speeds forwurd plus
reverse. Takes a 26 inch cut.’ Con-
trols are all between the handles.

$139.95*

*Mig. suggested retail price.

BIRMINGHAM
DAMMAN HARDWARE
8650 elegraph Road
HALVERSON SALES
& SERVICE
8485 Telegraph Rd.

FARMINGTON

FARMINSTON HARDWARE
405 Grand River

24225 Orthard Lake
MAY'S MOWER & ENGINE
29480 W. Ten Mile
MOWER SHOP
32480 Northwastem
RIDING'S LAWNMOWER
20781 Farmington Rd.

GARDEN CITY
FORGE'S APPLIANCE
30762 Ford Road
TOWN ¥’ COUNTRY
HARDWARE
27740 Ford Road

LIVONIA

CROWLEY-MILNER CO.
Livonia Mall
H & R HARDWARE

27430 Joy Road

33
LLOYDS PATIO & HARDWARE

TORO
TORO

We Take Cars
DEALERS

LIVONIA HARDWARE *
33533 W. Five Mile
LOEFFLER HARDWARE
29150 W. Five Mile
STAR HARDWARE
& APPLIANCE
17162 Farmington

NOVI

HERB'S SALES & SERVICE
43325 Twelve Mile  *

PLYMOUTH
HEIDE'S GARDEN CENTER
896 N. Mill St.
SAXTONS GARDEN CENTER
587 W. Ann Arbor Trail

REDFORD
(DETROIT)

BILL'S HOWER SHOP
25847 W. Seven Mile
F D & SONS HARDWARE
24313 Grand River
GARRETT POWER MOWER'
25650 Plymouth Road
SEORGE'S AIR COOLED
ENGINE

$449.95+

HEATH HARDWARE

19628 Plymouth Road

JONES HARDWARE
25886 W. Six Mile

LARRY'S HARDWARE
25880 Five Mile

__SOUTHFIELD

LIDNT'S MOWER
28873 Greenfield

REID'S GARDEN CENTER
208225 Southfield.

WAYNE

D & D HARDWARE
4821 S. Wayne Road
NORTHSIDE HARDWARE
2312 Wayne Road
WAYNE LAWN & GARDEN'
2103 Wayne Road

WESTLAND
DAVE'S ENGINE & MOWER
8513 Inkster Road
KRUK BROTHERS
27414 Van Born
NANKIN HARDWARE
35101 Ford Road
QUIGLEY HARDWARE
32663 Cherry Hill

26118 Plymouth




