Wednesday, December 4, 1968

Observer Newspapers

, ‘Most Optimistic,

- U-M Teammates

By W. W. EDGAR
Observer Roving, Editor

He was the most courageous

/
kicking star of the 1947 national
champlonship team, who died
last week,a victm of lmg
cancer,

and optimistic
Imrm_mw‘:““ With the Wolverine coach as
football fleld,” o 1 spoke ware two cther mem-

bers of the coaching staff --

With thess words Chaimers Wally Weber and Beund

(Bump) Elllott, University of
Michigan football coachand for-
mer teammate, (id tribute to
the memory ot James Brieske,

Oosterbasn, each of whom re-
called the many times that Jim,
better known in thosa days as

. Would you believe it — the fastest growing
high school sport in Michigan is wrestling?

y Yep, it’s really jumping . . . and it's nothing
like what you see on television.

This is scientific wrestling. The acting is OUT.
Try it and you're OUT . . . out of business.

The beauty of wrestling, area coaches will
tell you, is that it makes no difference what a
boy weighs. Nor does his size have any bear-
ing. He can be 51 or 6-3.

He can be fat, or slim.

Regardless of his physical makeup there’s a
place for him in ‘wrestling and against com-
petitors of similar size — at least from the all-
important weight standpoint,

As a result the 100-pounder . . . and there
are many in 6ur senior highs . . . can find-a
place to contest on a varsity level in wres-

g.
He need not fear that he'll be matched against
a foe 50 or 80 pounds heavier . . . or one standing
six inches taller . . . as you'll find in football or
basketball.
. . .

WRESTLING INTEREST, too, on the prep
front has swelled in recent years. Many .varsity
matches now attract fans in the hundreds. Some-
times the crowds top the 1,000 mark.

It wasn’t always this way. In the not-too-
distant past, there were many prep wrestling
matches which were staged before a handful of
rooters—a few parents and a couple students.

Just about all the area’s public schools now
sponsor wrestling teams.

The squads have leaped to the point that start-
ing with next March's state tournament it will
become necessary to hold a district and then a
regional meet to decide who advances on to the
Michigan finals.

* *

WELL, WE ALL can relax.

Those worries that ex-Livonian, ex-Farming-
ton Townshipper Denny McLain might hold out
for that $100,000 contract have vanished. ,

Denny has put his name on the line and for
something much less than one hundred grand. The
estimates range {rom $65,000 to $75,000.

Hiking McLain’s pay something like 100
per cent won't serve as the guideline for gen-
eral manager Jim Campbell's handling of the
other Tigers who have big ideas on how much
they should get after the pennant-winning
season. N

There'll be a flock of raises . . . and some
dandies . . . but the Tigers will pass on the hikes
to their fans who'll pay 25 cents extra for each
reserve seat they buy next season.

It's nice to have a winner,

. . .

YET, THE AREA high schools, winners or
losers, find it difficult—in fact, impossible—to
raise admission prices.

Most school officials would like to.

Granted, there are no big salaries to pay, but
it’s costing more and more every year for the
schools to stage their athletic programs.

Uniform prices have leaped. Equipment is up.

Referees and umpires want more for their
services. Moving the teams for roa% games,
even in school buses, costs more.

“But how can we add to our prices?"’ one
athletic director said.

“Most of our fans are students. They are pay-
ing now as much as they can. We might hit the
adults up for a few more nickels, but that wouldn't
really solve the problem too much.”

Many schools have adopted season-ticket plans
for both football and basketball, for students and
adults.

. . .

IT'S A GOOD SCHEME—for the school and
the fan. The fan gets a bargain, the school draws
in some working capital and doesn’t have to worry
‘about a bad day or night killing off the crowd and
the gate.

A good example, on a professional level, was
Thursday’s Detroit Lions’ game with Philadelphia.

Something like 33,000 showed up. But the
Lions had sold upwards of 47,000 tickets,

1t really made no difference from a dollar
standpoint if the fans came or didn’t. The club
had its money . . . most of it from season-
ticket holders who had seen enmough of the
team in its first six home games.

Of course, the Lions’ pride couldn’t have soar-
ed when so many with tickets stayed away.

What happened on the field didn't help the
Lions’ pride either‘.

.

IT WON'T BE A DULL Christmas for most
area high school basketball teams. .

Virtually all have arranged to play in a holi-
day tournament, which suits the players and
coaches.

Even when a team doesn’t perform during
holiday vacation from the classroom, the cagers,
swimmers and wrestlers don’t get a rest.

*" The coaches get their charges out, except on
Christmas Day.

“You can’t take a chance of laying the
boys off for three or four days,” one coach
said. It would spoil all the work you have
been doing for ;weeks and weeks. Besides, as
soon as the holiday is over, you have to have
your players ready to plunge right back .into
league play.” -

In most holiday meets, teams play as many
as four games but are charged with only two
against their regular-season allotment.

“Jp's great,” a Bentley player said the other
evening. “I'd rather play than practice.”

- Most of his playing,buddies agree.

1

inspiration for the team to turn
aside the opposition on the way
to tbe Rose Bowl, .

“1 pever saw a fellow like
him,” Ellioit cootinved in ut-
most respect, ‘R didnt make
any differeoce how the game
was going or in what position
we happened to be In, when you
looked down the bench Jim was
smiling.

“Aside from hiskickingabil.
ity,”” Oosterbaan commented,
“we will always remember Jim
bere gt the Untversity for his
performance earlier in the

year.

“We were celebrating the
20th soniversary of the 1948
Ross Bowl victory,” be com-
mented, “and Jim was the life
of the party, -

“Watching him that day, 233
ing stories, andtaking pl 'y
one pever would have known that
cancer had already takenits toll
through the ampotation of his

right leg.

“Ha was the life of the party
and that’s the picture of him
most of us will remember.”

..

WEBER, the Wolverine word-
smith, was lood in praise of
the talented kicker,

“He was one of the first in
the loog line of college foot-
ball specialists as we know them
today,” Wally pointed snd add-
ed, “and be was the most suc-

cessful,
“Look at his record,"” Wally
went on, ‘and you'll watt a

long time to see anybody maich

.

“He kickod seven straight
points after touchdown in the
1948 Rose Bowl for a Bowl

of 10 sttempts and 52 out of
57 tries for the season.

“Over his career Jim kick- -

ed 107 polnts after touchdown
in 120 sttempts,”

In an aside Wally added, “We
had a high scoring team in
those days and be had more
opportunity than kickers get
today.

s

«REMEMBER," Wally polnt-
ed oat, “Michigan always hes
relied on a kicking game. But
the fame was built around the
punt uti! Brieske came along.
He ouly added more glamour
af the icking game 2t Michi-
gan. And bow Michigan, or auy
other school, could uso @ fel-
Iow 1ike him now, And the pros
would respect him, too,"”

R was Brieske’s kicking that
enabled Michigan te win one
of the mest uforgettable games
In tts history -- the 1948 Rose
Bowl,

Way back in 1902 ‘“Hurry
Up’* Yost had taken the Wol-
verines to Pasadena and con-

quered Stanford, 49-0, n the
first Ross Bowl game. :
R was this score that Fritz

DEATH ENDED long fight against cancer by
Jim Brieske, center and placekicking star of one
of Michigan's greatest football teams. A teacher at
Livonia Stevenson High, Brieske was called a
“gentleman’s gentleman” by members of the

Crisler and the1947 team, rated
one of the best In Michigan
history, tried to match -- and *

standout 1947 team at U-M. )

St. Agatha Hits 102, 86
To Engineer Two Wins

Coach George Charnley has
come up with 2 high-powered
basketball team at St, Agatha,

At least, the first two games
of the season would indicate
4s moch.

St, Agatha soared past the

Brenner
Wins Top

Award

East Lansing -- Team cap-
tain  and All-America Allen
Brenner was voled Michigan
State’s most valuable player
to highlight the Spartans’ an-
nual football team banquet,

The senior split end and saf-
etyman from Niles received
the Governor of Michigan
Award, 'a gold waich, present-
ed by Gov, Romney 2t the gath-
ering Monday night oo campus.

Brenner also was presented

tribution to the team both oo
the fleld and in the classroom,
Bremmer {8 2 near stralght-A
stodent 1n Honors College ma~
joring in political science.

Five other Spartans alsowere
‘bonored,

Named as co-captains for
1969 by team members were
Rich San!, jumfor lnebacker
from Butler, Pa,, and Frank
Foreman, funior tight end from
Louisville, Ky.

Dick Berlinski, senlor full-
back from Quinnesec, was giv-
en the Dr. John Hannah Award
for perseverance show in ef-
forts for the squad, .

Eddy McLoud, senfor center
from Fairborn, O., recetved
2 pair of bogors, He was fre-
sented the Biggle Munn Award
as the player coniributing the

season ‘and the Ofl Can Award
25 the:player who cootributes
most in a humorous way to the
team,

Kenneth Heft, senior defen-
stve Halftack from Birming-
bam, was given the Danziger
Award 2s the player from the
Detroft area who mskes the
ding coutribution

most

century mark in #s opener to
down Our Lady of Sorrows,
102-99, in overtime and then
followed with an 86-77 victory
over Wayne St. Mary's In fts
Catholic League divisional de-

Jerry Miron slready has 60
polnts to his credst. He drilled
in 34 points sgatnst Sorrows
and added 26 in the victory
over St. Mary’s,

The Sorrows-St. Agatha en-
counter was deadlocked at
90-90 after regulation time be-
fore Dave Urban led a surge
in the extra time that produc-
ed seven straight points for
St. Agatha,

Urban hit for 26 points and
Chuck Costello 20 in the game
while Tom Doyle talited 26 In
2 lostag cause,

PR

ST. AGATHA came from be-
hind in the last period to edge
St, Mary's.

The Wayne team had led,
26-21. after oue period, but
then with Usban making four
baskets and Miron elght out of
elght from the foul live, St.

Winter Sports
Shown On Map

The 1968-69 edition of the
popular Michigan Winter Sports
Map which pinpoints the state’s
78 winter recreational centers
and catalogues thetr facilities,
15 now avallable, according to
the Michigan Tourist Counell,

Tbe map, compiled by the
state's four reglonal tourist
associations and published by
the Couscil, details specific
information on locations of ski
and winter recrestion aress
and includes Information onsac-
commodations, lufts,
tows, entertainment and other
features of interest to winter
sports fans,

To facilitate indexing and
locating resorts, the map is
divided into four areas: Upper
Peninsula; West Michigan; East
Michigan and Southeast Michi-
BN,

Free coples of the Winter

@ ‘BOOTS and HATS
@ WESTERN JEWELRY
@ SADDLES
@ WESTERN WEAR — MEN'S
WOMEN'S and CHILDREN'S
INDOOR RIDING ARENA
TAKING RESERVATIONS FOR BOARDING

OUTPOST SADDLERY

@®. ALL KINDS OF TACK

BELLEVILLE

41292 VAN BORN AT
1 .

HAGGERTY

PHONE: PA 91700

Agatha pulled into a 46-41halt-
time bulge.

But after St. Agatha moved
ahead by 10 pointsySt. Mary’s
retallated and went in front
by three early in the fourth
period.

A basket by Miron shot St.
Agatha into the lead for keeps
and S. Agatha added to lts
winaing margin when Urban
and Miron each comnected for
three baskets and Tim Inch for
two hoops n the closing period,

IN ADDITION to the 26-point

outburst by Miron, Inch had

19, Urban 13, Ron Blackmore
13 and Chuck Costello nine
for the winners,

“Ioch also was tremendous
in the rebounding department,
He hauled down 23 during the
game, averaging almost ooe
grab per minute,

St, Agatha's tallest man
stands 6-3. Three others are
six feet, the rest under that,

“We have a lot of speed and
some good shooters,” Coach
Charnley declares,

Happiest Fellow’ Says Bump Elliott

.
f 1947 Mourn Jim Brieske ’

did % with Brieske’s seven
* * !

THE COACHES slso got to
talking sbout the 1946 pame
sgainst Ohio State when Mich-
1gan won, 58-6.

According to coe interpreta-
tion, with the score so lopsided
late in the game snd Michigan
in scoring position, Crisler
called to Brieske and sald,
“Jim, go In e0d try a fleld
goal.” i

This was a surprise moye,
as there was po need for a
fleld goal -- and no need|to
score at all, The plsy surpris-
ed Michigan 85 much &5 B ¢
Ohio State,

With a wink, Oosterbasn fn-
terrupted, “As I mderstand #,
Jim did # oo his own -- rated
aff the bench and 6Bt him-
self fn the lnemp to kick the
fiold goal, Even Crisler was
“But the thing Il slways

Promotion of Paul Seymour
to head coach of the Detroft

Pistons was announced Moa-
day by General Manager Edwin
E. Cofl.

Seymour, who formerly guid-

ing named to

beld before bel

lead the team,
Seymour, who has been

cher’s assistant since the

wiil handle the Pistons f
first time in a game Wednes-
day when they host the
Baltimore Bullets a¢ Cobo)

“We felt that we wefen't
getting the full potential out
of our players this season,’

Seymour Elevated’

ut~

remember,’” Beante concluded,
“was his visit here this spring,
When I asked him how he was
doing be turned to me and sald,
‘the cancer 18 in my lung noy’.
‘That takes courage.”

s e

AND S0, for 2 long Hme
they"l be recalling stories
the 1ad whose kick-
ing ensbled Michigan to win the
national championship in 1547_J
and the Rose Bowl on Januarfy
1,1948,

Automatic Jim has gone
Test, but his feats will live

At the time of his death
was the director of stud
sctivitles ot Steveoson
School in Livonia,

Fumeral services were h?d
on Tuesday with burlal in Hol
Sepulchre Cemetery in South.
fleid,

The 41-year-old Seymour
went from his freshman year(#
at Toledo University directly

team against
losses and oae tie,

MICHIGAN
JUNIOR
HOCKEY
LEAGUE

3
ELLIS JR. HOCKEY CLUB
LIVONIA ARENA
Farmenglon Rd.-South of & Wil
9p.m. EVERY FRIDAY NIGHT
2,68

700
[SUPPORT AMATEUR HOCKEY|
°This is where the

Pig's are.made’’

Coll said,

See you Friday. December 0 ar
30 p.m. in the East Court at
estland Center. You'll mect Ernst
gel the talented skiwear designer,
and see a gala fashion show fea-
. 19ring Mr. Engel's exciting "68-"69
wmen’s skiwear collection. Join
the fun. Bring friends. No tickets
. i;:ded to our ski show in the East

urt at Westland Center on Fri-
day, December 6 at 7:30 p.m.

OUR GUEST

o




