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By Phitip H, Power
: Publisher

[Ernst & Ernst, a prestigious
old|accounting firm, is moving its
offices from Detroit to Southfield.

'he ,Automobile Club of
Mi%igan is moving to Dearborn. .
an - American, Eastern,
Sw{ssau‘ Delta and Umted
Air]ines are all moving to'the
subiirbs, mostly Southfield.
ery day comes news of
anolther business pul]mg out of
the tentral city and mioving to the
. suburbs, It’s even got to be a ]oke

' Suburbs’
Creates New Kind Of City

million addition to Harper Hospi-
tal, and $2 million is being spent
on Children’s Hospital.

These structures, however, do”
not represent a. wholesale build-
ing boom throughout. Detroit.
Although the number of new
businesses opening up in Detroit
each year is greater than the
number leav;ng, the majorgty of
these new ts are very

reaped the harvest of develop-
ment and tax base. But other
suburbs in the northwest corridor
have been helped, and it can be
predicted that the boom will go
on.

. This trend means quite clear-
ly that the old notion that the
suburbs are nothing more than
hedroom towns servicing the

and industry of Detroit

small. |

In 1970, an estimated 2,000 3

*so that o
safe] h'om being nbbed ata party
about moving his offices to South-
field. ¢

But the exodus from Detroit
has pot:only been to Southfield.
Farmington, Livonia, Plymouth,
Westland ~ all have experienced a
boo
and lhere is no reason to think
, that }t wul stopin the foreseeable

futuﬁe

THIS IS because the reasons
firms Have for moving to the
subulrh are not the kind which
ly be ignored or changed.
crime rate in Detroit is
perhdps’ the biggest. Companies
are afrajd of their.employes being
mugged: or molested while walk-
ing to and from parking lots.
Thefts/of purses and business

equiprient from downtown’
offices are common. Under these
conditipns, employe morale
suffers.

High crime rates breed high
insurance costs, in some cases
over 30% higher in Detroit than in
the suburbs. - .

Although land in the subiirbs”
is often more expensive than in
Detrojt, businesses have found
that reduced costs in insurance .
and security systems and better
loye morale more than make

Tup for e difference.
- Parking downtown is expen-
sive, {00, making it hard for

partich

compe
P

ies to recruit workers,
arly when they are
ing against subyrb based
jes with free parking lots.
s transit is also a factor.
troit area has notoriously
ass transit facilities, and
es it hard for, customers
Tkers from optside the
ity to get in and work or

- Ma}
The D
POOT .1
that m:
and wo

shop.

CURIOSITY is that with
dus from Detroit to the
suburbg going on at a rapid rate,
there are many multi- million
dollar structures! going up in the
very cel tral area of Detroit.

Mi Bell is spending $41
millior] for a inew Building.
Burroughs ls putting $35 million

A
the ex

in business:construction, ~

opened up in Detroit.
But only 100 were worth more
than $10,000.

THE RUSH from Detroit has
benefited the suburbs enormous-
ly. Southfield, m partlcular has

Thom son wrltes

Where Mre Those Who Saw Car Run Down Girl?

It’s unbelievable but true.:

On June 1, more than a month
ago, a high school senior was run
down and killed in broad
daylight; the driver sped away
and Aasn’t been apprehended yet.

For four weeks the grieving
parents have been mourning the
loss of their oldest daughter...
member of the graduating class'at
leoma Bentley High...and they
‘can’t understand why no one has
‘come forward to help police catch
‘the hit-runner.

There isn’t anything worse, in
‘this whole wide world than a
'motorist killer who runs down
:and kills a pedestrian and then
mps away, hoping that his identi-
ity will never be known.

1t hardly ever works out that
iway. Eventually someone steps
forward and gives the mformatwn

:Guest Edltorlal(

Colleglaq

By LINDA ZAVITZ "‘

Eastern Mighigan Umverslty
Why is our educational syslem
iallmg” Why is there an ever
" increasing amount of dmp—outs"
‘The answer to both of these
" i questions is, our grading system
\ and the chronological method: oi
! dividing students into class evels.
«i  Grades don’t prove th%lntel-
{lectual ability of a stiident
because of the fact, all teache;s

into and Blue Cross- : grade differently. Teachers all
Blue Shield has $34 millionina present specific standards that
building. There will be 2 $49.5 ' they expect their students ﬁo
r ‘ \
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is dead. The suburbs are coming
into their own, with their own
industry and business base, with
employes and management staff
living in the same or bordering
suburban communities.
It’s a'very important trend,

and one matched only by the
curiosity of the neW multi-million

to the police that they have been
seeking so long.
1t probably will happen in this
case but one wonders how anyone
can be that hardened that he'or
she will keep ducking away,
ducking away from the truth and
still show his or her face in public
just as if nothing has happened.
The hit-and-run  death
occurred around 4:30.in the after-
.noon on Henry Ruff Road in
Livonia. That’s in a subdivision
where there isn’t a direct through
street to Schoolcraft for the driver
to make a hurried exit. The
person at the wheel either had to
drive screeching through the
neighborhood and gradually work
out to Schoolcraft...or must be a
resident of the area and raced
down a street or two and then into
the garage at his or her home.
|

.

Speaks Up

meet, and if they don’t they
receive poor grades. * .
GRADES ARE NOT a learn-
ing device for children, they are
only a hindfnce to the learning_
process. With grades, learning
becomes no longer an enjoyable
experience, but instead, it
becomes a process of merely

memorizing information and .

regurgitating it.

“What our educational system
fails to recogpize is that every
student is an individual, with
different needs, and interests and
most important different intellec-
tual capacities. Why downgrade a
student because he is a slow
learner?

The present system of classify-
ing students according to age puts
a great deal of pressure on the
slow learners. They become
discouraged because they know
that, no matter how hard they try
they still will only get average, or

failing grades.
These are the students who
drop out of schoat and join the list

of unemployed young people.
Also, what happens to the
quick learners? Why should they

be forced to remain in a class- i

room where the educational
material is elementary to them.
,All I am saying is, give all
students an equal opportunity for
an education. How? By classifying
‘students according to their
achievement ability and by elimi-
nating our present grading
system, and instead grade accord-

lng to the progress a student’
asan

(

Business Boom

dollar buildings going up in the
heart of Detroit. It may be that

eventually we will have asitua- *

tion in which the suburbs and the
heart of downtown Detroit are
thriving, while the rest of the
central city is caught in the vice of
poverty and business depression.

1t that happens, we might be
able to get to downtown Detroit
to pay our Michigan Bell bill at
their new building, but we’d have
to do so in an armored car.

Some rational policy for
working out business develop-
ment on a regional basis has to
takg place before that happens
The only problem is that it
doesn’t seem to be in anybody’s
interest to do it.

IT WOULDN’T be a bit surpris-

ing to discover the driver lives
within a block or perhaps two
from the scene of the accident.
The one ‘at the wheel could
conceivably be a neighbor of the
dead girl and her parents.

The Livonia police have been
tracking down all leads and they
had quite a few within a matter of
days but thus far they all have
been fruitless.

The police can’t do it all
themselves. They must have the
help of witnesses and they are
convinced that there are pedple
who saw the accident, saw the car
speed away, saw what kind of car
it was and saw the driver, proba-
bly someone that they know. ~

It’s high time that these
persons stepped forward and
revealed to the police what they

Twe

OUT 0F THREE
/%5 Mol Good. . .

Lnow. It'stime the residents of
the neighborhood stand up and
get counted.

‘We wonder how these people
would feel if it was their daughter
who had been killed at what
should have been the happiest
moment for the victim and her
parents...the first high school
graduation.

HOW WOULD you feel if one of
your children had been struck
down and weeks passed with no
knowledge of who did it? Then

*place’ yourself in the position of

the parents, perhaps your neigh-
bors, who have had this thing
going on and on for more than
four weeks.

Soméwhere in Livonia there
is a killer. Somewhere in the
neighborhood are persons who

- Agreement Ends Long Fights

The recently resolved dispute
over the height of the proposed,
12-story Raleigh House Hotel in'
Southfield will carve an'ample

- niche in the city’s history. It could

also be an example to other
Observerland communities.

The agreement marks “finis”
to year long skirmishes and nego- .
tiations between some 800
homeowners who live between
Lahser and Telegraph, 10 Mile
and 10% Mile, and Sammy
Lieberman, executive vice presi-
dent of Raleigh House Caterers,
acting on behalf of developers of
the proposed hotel on Telegraph
near 10 MllE

RESIDENTS JOINED forces
against the hotel’s originally
proposed 14 stories. A strong

coalition of five homeowner -

groups uded city hall facmtla for
sessions with deve]opers

The agreement sets a classic
example of resident-petitioney-

tial strength of logical thmkmg-
homeowner groups.

It points up what can be
accompliShed through ¢édol,
rational give'and take, leaving

ions out of deb and

compromise reduction of two
stories doesn’t appear to make
major waves. But as the home-

owners’ 4ttorney Jeffrey Leib
puts it, the long'list of fringé

benefits which are part of the
hotel site plan make the agree-
ment a hefty compromise pack-
age.

IT'SAMATTER of/bird in
the hand being worth more than
chasing one around the bush,
because homeowners most likely
would not have gotten allthose
concessions had they gone to’
court. And lawsuits are not
famous for cementing good
neighbor relations.

1t’s far better to have men like
Southfield City Administrator.
Peter Cristiano sitting on both
sides of the negotiating table,
lending a stabilizing influence,
than a court judge who might ho-
hum the homedwners’ appeals.

And there's much to be said
for the expertise of City Planner
Don Gross and Traffic Engineer
Roger Smith and the dignity of
Basil Natoci, ident of one of

|

know how the accident happened
and know who was driving the
car. The police need your help,
the parents need your help, the
community needs your help

. . they need it right now, not
tomorrow but today.

We have astrong belief that
somewhere in the community are
parents who believe they are
protecting a son or daughter who
was at the wheel of the death
vehicle. If not parents, then there
is a family protecting a father or
mother who was driving the’%r

Let your conscience Be¥your
guide, biit we hope that a consei-*
ence-strickenperson will come
forward to ease his or her mind.
Also, it will take a big load off two
parents who are still in a state of
shock and will be until they know
who killed their daughter:

the agreement, signed by Lieber- ]

—man, cannot be called “peanuts”
even when added to the price of
the $7 million hotel. *

Erecting a six foot high, 50-
foot-long berni along Berg and_
landscaping it with year round’
vegetation perpetually sprinkled
and maintained, isn't cheap.

Neither is using brick on thé i
hotel’s east facade similar to that
of the catering house or conform-
ing to some of the agreement’s
architectural requirements.

THE AGREEMENT calls for
alot of other protections like low |
intensity lighting, lighted
marquees related to Telegraph,
no roof signs and no access to
Berg.

In exchange, residents agreed 3
to suipport the site plan along with
afew variances developers will
request 6f the}city’s zoning appeal

ard.

All in all, what transpired ]
around the bargammg table at

the homeovwmer associations, who
truly represented his people. And
young attorney Lieb didn’t rush

enlisting the invaluable support of
city ‘officials who don't take
kindly to emotional name calling.
On the face of it, the Raleigh
House agreement with its’

dlong into a lengthy court suit
which would have hit his clients
hard in their pockets.

Not to be ignored is the added
cost to developers. Conditions of

paid nﬂ
substantially in tangible benefits,
good relations, and possible
future victories for other

c0-0p p
owner groups.

It proves you can fight the’
establishment and win if you keep
your cool and persevere.




