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Lutheran's Up date
f Numbers

'Book

One nf the problems of
studying statistics of church
membeship is to find a
precisg definition of a
member. It can be a complex
exercise.

According to its con-
stitution, the American
Lutheran Church's members
consist |of congregations. Of
these mere are 4,822 -The
numbet is declining, and
that’s being interpreted as a
healthy\ sign. -

The stahshcal pattern is to
tabulate the number of people
whom the congregations list
as members. This is done
among |Lutherans under the
categories of baptized and
confirmed. (Baptized
memhership includes
children; confirmed are those
having Peen instructed in the
faith and received by a formal
rite-a qte now being mod:f'ed

reasoriable probability that bit, but this does not in any

energies and loyalties to

within the ALC constituency sense weaken |the impact undertake specific work which
the birth rate may: be which can be| made ‘upon they believe applies
somewhat lower than the rate £ociety. The impact could, Christianity in its most
for the nation as a whole. indeed, be under profound purpose to the needs
Within the ALC mem- these nircumslaucs." of society.

bership, there is'a hlgh per- ! For those laekmg in
centage of pr definition of ivation and -zeal to be
people, farmers and some "the Chnrch’ speaklns "dragged along in-
other categories of people not ily’”  does nmot-

regarded as “big family” Knutson, is “the people nf
types. God.” And for ‘that company
of believers there is no roster.

ANOTHER FACTOR: The  Under me “state church”
net loss shown af year-end is system traditional in Edrope
established by subtracting and still prevalent in several

slreng!hen the ‘‘corporate
witness” which the Church is
established to communicate,
according to Dr. Knutson,
“And the ‘useless in-
cnrpornuon of theiy names for

“losses™ from

reasons could

her,
s subtracted and Cathohﬁ are most
892 who are  numerous, every citizen is
a category also a member pf the church
called "inactives; until he takes the initiative to
They have not ceased being be removed
“church members” by any bership. : i
theologically 'recognized Alumugh there have been
criterion. ’l'hatx they have increases in -the nnmber of
not died transferred such defectlons in Europe in
the recent years, /church mem-

Among 213,515 th
during 1970 are 68
“removed” under

in a way to drive
even farther u wall.)

BY THE PATTERN of the
pastthe baptized membership
of the ALC at the end of 1970
was 2,543,000, a decline of
16,000 ifor the year. ‘Per-
centage-wise that's a loss of
0.6 per cent. But the confirmed
membership grew by 3,574, to
1,775,573 during the same
period of time. ,

No one is shouung for joy
abou s!ansucal
achievements.

But Dr. Kent S. Knuunn.
president of the ALC since
Jan. . s far from
discouraged, far  from
pesslmlsllc in his analysis of
the data. He sees signs of
deepemng vitality and hope.

Obvxously one of the factors
af(eclmg ALC statistical data
in the bapuzed membership
calegory is a declining birth
rate nationally, and the

faith. If lhese new inactives bership lS\sull‘ the generally
had not been subtracted the accepted status !
ALC 1970 membership would ~ The Newi
have shown a sigmrmnz gain. preseribes a: !

But you can’t dg that. Not by But

Testament
formula for

rom mem—'

dampen the enthusiasm of the
zealous.”

"ANOTHER™ COMMON
mistake in reading statistics,
according to ALC data
analysts, is to look at “too
short a piece of the string.”

Arnold Mickelson, ALC
secretary, who is responsible
for accumulating the Church's
statistics “‘and mulling over
them,” has_discovered that
the ratio of ALC mermnbership
(the tabulated variety) to the
U. N

statistical prlnclplzs which those persons, 68,852 of them
seek to establish umpﬂnllve in 1970, removed fromi the ALC
figures, year to year, cnngr:g%ulonnl‘ . rostel as

Nevertheless, jt is policy “inactivéyt’ are in no fense
with the ALC to encourage excommunicated. |Ex-
congregations td trim their communication'by the biblical
membership roles formula has:never been
realistically. There's a widely pracllced. except in
financial incentive t6 do so such polemical 'situations as
because costs of operating were triggered|by thei 16(h
district_structures have long century Reéformation
been raised through per capita movements in Germany,
assessments. A congregation England and in other parts of
is reluctant to have an Europe. Excommunication
unrealistically high mem- appears to have become even
bership on which to have its more rare in modern times.
assessment determined. Normal functiéning of “the

“It may be'” said Dr. Church™ in its structured
Knutson, “that we are in a forms, Dr. Knutson points out,
period of history where the is carried out more effectively
numerical size of the church when  communities of
will level off, possibly recedea motivated people pool their

S. was almost
exncﬁy the same in 1970 as it
was in 1960.

The rate ‘of growth chart
during the past decade shows
the two lines-ALC growth,
and U.S. total gruwth-—as
being not precisely parallel,
but in intimate relationship
with each other, never getting
very far apart.

Looking at the best of the
ALC’s geography-a 12 state
contiguous area in mid-
America where its mem-
bership is most highly con-
centrated-the rate of ALC
growth over the 10-year span
was 10.2 per cent, while the
U.S. total was chugging along
in that same area at a rate of
9.6.
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ALL SET for a tour of Michigan's Upper
Peninsula are members of the junior high youth
group of Ward United Presbyterian Church, Li-
voria. Eight of the 18 who are now on the bicy-

Church
School
Begins

The theme of a Vacation
Church School beginning this
week' at the First United
Methodist Church of Far-
mington is an exploration into
a child’s relationship to God
and all peoples of the world.

Children who will “begin
kindergarten in the fall
through sixth grade students
are eligible for the one-week
school. 1t will be held from
8:30 a.m. until 12:30 p.m. each
day. .

Registration will be held on
Monday, July 12, at the church
at Grand River and Warner.

" Each family will pay $1 to

cover school costs.

Children will participate in

classroom study and crafts as-

well as music activities and a
daily worship service. They
will also have time for a snack
and a recreation period.

Under the direction of Mrs,

- Donald Holt and Mrs. James

Perample, the volunteer staff
includes Mrs. Ralph Matt-
mueller, Mrs. Dean Miller,
Debbie Hester, Mrs, Robert
Ely, Mrs. James Ellis, Mrs,
Fred Yorke, Mrs: Charles
Kreuger, Mrs. Robert War-
ner, Mrs. William Fanning
and Mrs. Eugene McAdams,
the church director .of
Christian education.

Teen helpers include Janine
Ellis, Barbara White, Kathy
Mattmueller, Dan- Holt and
Steve Miller,

Pastor

MADISON, WIS.
The Rev. Roger Schleef,
Pastor of Faith Lutheran
Church in Livonia, recently
altended -an intensive two-
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week session on
the Bethel Sefles, an in-
ternational Bible study
program designed to- provide
new Christian awareness for
church members of all faiths.

_This is the 12th year that the
Adult Christian Education
Foundation (ACEF), a non-
profit organization, has ad-
ministered the series.

The orientation clinics are
attended by pastors and
Christian education directors,
who return to their churches
to train teachers. The lay
teachers, in turn, teach the
Bethel Series to the adult
members.

This year, 230 congregations
have representatives present
for the Madison orientation
sessions.

In the 12-year history of the
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MAE.E. COX — Funaral sarvicas ware

baid recently for Mrs. Cox, 78, of P

s, in the Donylaon-Jones Fun
Home with buris! in Clarancavilie Cem-
oty

Mra. Cox, who was bor in Farming-
ton Township. died on July 1. She was
 member of the First United Methodist
ac 1nd 4 member of

Gaughters. Mrs. Zella Bourgue. Norval
and Mra. June Long; 20 mmm-\dnn
and 15 great

Teens See}c A
-And Spiritual

Eighteen hardy  Ob-
serverland feens and their
leader are circling Michigan's
Upper Peninsula this week in
along bicycle trip designed to
couple adventure  with
spiritual Tenewal.

The young men, members of
the junior high youth group at
Ward United Presbyterian
Church in Livonia, began their
trip Monday, July 5, and
expect to be back at the
Mackinac Bridge July 15.

DON KAMEN of Garden
City, Christian education
director at Ward, is leading
the travelers, who have been
intraining for months in order
to  cover between 80 and 100
miles a day.

Traveling with them in a
pickup truck to carry camping
supplies and to "head up
preparation of meals at the
end of each day’s ride are Mr.
and Mrs. Ken Casey of
‘Westland, whose son, Larry, is
one of the cyclists,

+ The idea of a different sort.

of church activity was born
last winter, Kamen said. "'On
the way home from a hockey
game,” Larry added.

In taiking it over in their

«youth group with their
parents, the boys evolved the
idea of a trip modeled roughly
after the “Wandering Wheels”
trips led by evangelist Bob
Davenport of  Taylor
University.

THE TEENS had seen films

Schleef

series, 2240 congregations,
representing every major
Christian denomination, have
involved more than a quarter-
million lay teachers and
students in the Bethel Series.

The 40-week study program
provides students with a firm
foundation of Biblica] un-
derstanding, an incentive and
overview for further study,

.and a basis for interpreting
the Seriptures as they relate to
everyday Christian living®

The Bethel - Series is in-
ternational in scope. It is
being used throughout the
U.S., in a number of foreign
countries, and has been
translated into .six foreign
languages.

Fall Preschool
Program Set

Registrations are now being
taken for the fall preschool
program to be held at the
Jewish Community . Center,
18100 Meyers Rd., Detroit.
Places are being reservedon a
first-come, first-served basis,
although registration is open
to members only until Aug. 1.

Transportation will be

available.

Meeting times provide a

variety of options. Youngsters |

may attend five mornings a
week, five afternoons a week
or two or three mornings or

, afternoons.

For brochures, call Cheryl
Guyer at-the center.

» The Caseys are carry

cle trip are shown Don Kamen of Garden Cm'
is leading the 10lday tour, which will wind u;
‘luly 5 at the Mackinac Bridge

|

|

dventure

made of the tours led by
Davenport. . l

Kamen, in presenting the
plan to the church leaders,
said the tour would “give each

guy the adventure they desire
and need, coupled | with
spiritual renewal."

“ am interested in {aking
the boys,” he added, “‘because

I want to spend umé with

them and win their fnuldshlp
and confidence before
reach high school age.
“I feel that if I have this
concentrated time living and
working with them, I will be
able to share Bible pririciples
for living that I otherwise do
not have the opportunity to do
with the junior highs.”
put a pocket size
New Testament at the top of
each boy's equipment list, and
scheduled a half hour for| Bible
study at 6:30 each moyning,
after the boys breakfast and
check over their bikes and just
before they hit the road at 7
.M.
“Then as the guys ride
have time to pondel
meditate on what they s
that morning,” he said.

they
and
udied

THE TRIP started frgm St.
Ignace, Kamen said, because
“we found the only way we
could cross the Magkinac
Bridge by bicycle was to get
Gov. Milliken to go with us.”
ing a

motorcycle with them on the

pick-up truck along with the
tents and the boys gear and

le Siudy

In Bib

Renewal

. rides the motorcycle ba

ey said.

spare parts for the bikes, he
said.

Each day, after brej

i
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i
i
|
|

|

kmg

camp, they drive along to the
next camp site and set things

up. Then, while Mrs.

begins  evening meal

asey

1

preparations, her huspand

Jom the group.

“That way, we haye
motorized vehicle with
most of the time,” Kz

He sald he also
notifying county police at
entered each new count
that a patrol car will be ¥i

K to

calling distance. All bikes are

flying orange flags and
riders wear orange pa
for easy visability.

The boys worked with
Havlick of the Livonia F

Y to set up the conditipning

exercises, and they also
drilled in bike safety.
In addition, they
together each Saturday.|
“ft was 15 miles the|
week and it seemed like g
Kamen said. “By the|
Saturday, we rode 90
and weren't nearly as ti}
Boys on the trip in

Randy Bernard, Glen Shaw,|
Doug Mecham, Scott Allan,|
Dave Andre, Matt Williams,}
Doug Atwater and Geéorge

Currier, all of Livonia;
Mather,

Jim Anderson, Greg §
and Dana Larkin of
mington; Larry Casey
Fred Brooks of Westland
Phil Ling of Plymouth.

THE REV. ROGER SCHLEEF is shown with .-

materials used in the Bethel Series, an interna!
tional Bible study program.

Mark Churrella,
Bruce Deighton, Jim Thiel,

Sunday School
Norana Worshs
Evening Semw

Detron

WMUZFM
Friday

5 pm.
Saturday 0 p.m.|

TEMPLE BAPTIST CHURCH

23800 W. Chicago :
Dr. G. \B Vick, Pastor i

102m
Mam

Speaker for both services
Dr. A. V. Henderson, Connorsville, Ind. -
Lesson: John 18: 1-26
'

N

“‘Junior High :
Camp Days” '
SUNDAY EVENING 7 P.M, » e

Call

FREE BUS TRANSPORTATION i
T0 SUNDAY SCHOOL H
256-3337




