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The

Green Thumb

By GEORGE

Nz

ABRAHAM

The Strawberry Patch:
Some home gal fruit
their strawberry béd over
three or four years, but most

‘. commercial growers prefer to
keep the patch only for the
second year, perhaps the

ird.

1f your strawberry bed is to
be kept for a second year, it’s
a good idea to renovate as
soon as possible after the final
picking. Renovating simply
means thinning out the

established plants so that
newly-forfned ‘‘daughter”
plants may root and grow
without being crowded. The
average patch can be
renovated by hoeing out the
old.plants, although some use
a rototiller.

Many commercial growers
take a mowing machine and
mow down the entire patch.
New plants will come up. As
new runners form, the young
daughter plants can be spaced
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about six or eight inches
apart. It's important that the
daughter plants be established
as soon in the summer as
possible since flower buds are
initiated in late August and
September (varies in some
sections of the country.)

SPRAYING vs DUSTING:
I'm often asked which is
better: spraying or dusting?
Most gardeners prefer to
apply fungicides and in-
secticides by spraying. In a
survey by the Men's Garden

_Clubof America, % per cent of
* the members prefer spraying.

Rose growers who want to

| display flowers, use a"dust in
[ order to reduce the residue on

the foliage and to prevent
damage to the blooms.
Otherwise, most of them rely
on sprays. Many spray every
seven days, but most of the
people in the survey spray
every 10 to 15 days.
Incidentally, many growers
are using a new fungicide
called Benlate and think it's
the best yet for roses. A
reader wrote to tell us he tried
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Jo LUMBER combat rose mildew--a

common dishwashing
I COMPANY detergent called Lemon Joy.
15505 Beech Daly Road, KE .7-448‘9 He says: “l used one

tablespoonful to a gallon of
water.and it did a good job at
little cost.

Let me suggest that you put
the water in the sprayer first,
and then the detergent. If you
don't you'll have a barre! of
suds.

GREEN THUMB CLINIC:

Suburban Gardener

For Easy Maintenance .

By BETTY FRANKEL

Do you wish that your yard
were covered with green
concrete? By mid-summer
many a gardener wishes he
didn't have so much lawn to
mow, So many edges to'trim,
and so many flower beds to

weed,

A few homeowners in the
area have tried covering large
parts of their yard with green
gravel, or white marble chips,
or fist-sized natural stones,
but almost invariably a
disaster area has résulted.
The gardening work may have
been eliminated but the
garden seems to have been
eliminated, too.

What is needed s a happy
medium with chores cut to a
minimum but some plants to
provide verdant freshness, a
soft . textare, pleasant
variations in helght, at-
tractive color, and oxygen to
counteract air pollution.

A recently published book,
“The Low-Upkeep Book" of
Lawns and Landscape” by
Elvin  McDonald and
Lawrence Power (Hawthorn
Books Inc. N.Y. 1971) offers
some suggestions for reducing
garden work.

THE AUTHORS point out
that the glass window walls of
modern houses have made the
outdoors an integral part of
our interior living so the yard
can't be neglected o

Also the “barbecue craze”
that has swept the nation has
affected landscaping.

| Landscape Planned

Planks Look Like Barnwoed .

1f you can’t quite decide on
the paneling for your
basement project, check some
of the new textured panels on
the market,

easy-4o-handle 16 x 8’ planks,
%" thick. .

Marlite planks have tongue-
and-grooved edges that
simplify_fitting. Complete

wooded leave the natural
ground cover or plant ground
cover rather than formal
lawns.

On a large property that is
not wooded part of the area
that is normally carefully
groomed lawn can be left in
meadow that will have a

For instance, nostalgia is
from Broadway to
California. In decorating,
barnwood can help set the
theme for an interesting
basement project.

And you don't have to go out
and tear down an old barn!

Local building material
dealers have a prefinished
paneling that looks like
barnwood, yet has a washable
plastic finish. It comes in

installation instructions are
incluged in each carton of this
prefinished paneling. Hac-
monizing moldings are
available for use with this
textured paneling.
With a paneling like baro-
wood setting the theme, it's
easy to select furnishings and'
interesting accessories;
Naturally.it would be an ex;

cellent place toshowcase
™

succession of wild fowers
blooming all summer and fall.

The type of landscaping that
results when you let nature
determine the direction is
going to be informal and easy
to care for, but can have a
great deal of charm and

beauty. antiques.
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clean-lined. There is still
blenty of scope for interesting
design and for flair and in-
dividuality of style, as the
many illustrations in the book
indicate.

1t is suggested that the lawn
area be restricted and
reduced in size as much as
possible. On a very small lot
grass can even be eliminated
entirely. In place of lawn they
suggest extending patios,
decks, and terraces out from
the living areas of the house.
Materials should be durable
and easy to maintain. Use
brick, stone, concrete or wood.
A combination of deck and
patio adds interest and can
provide for changes in level to
make a more varied and
pleasing design.
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REMOVE A circle of grass
from around the base of trees
and fill with gravel or a
ground cover. Several lrees
can be included in a larger
free-form island. Use ground
covers, too, on steep slopes, in
shady areas, or in wet soill. -

Use mulches or ground
covers in shrubbery beds to
keep weeds down. Mulches.
that are suggested include
gravel, wood chips, or
shredded bark. Put plastic
sheeting under the mulch.

To cut down on edging
chores use a barrier strip to
keep grass from invading
shrub or flower beds. Also
make a mowing strip along
the edge of beds or walls, The
wheel of the mower can ride
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shrubs, spring bulbs, and few
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fomia redwood, ﬁnishndwiatha:rvn\iwil'nmnk i o Parden. For summer now, but our popular models sell quick, so hurry in for best selectjon
sion redwood stain. Pre-assembled B foot sec-  gixar sycrion color they suggest growing and immediate delivery. Terms of course to suit your budget. If you've

some annuals in portable
containers so color can be had
where you want it when you
want it.

tions maks tion fast as well as easy for

0 ] considered a Medallion Pool for family, don’t miss out on these special
. Both decorative and pro-

clearance prices right now!!
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Another approach to low
maintenance is taken by Cory
Kilvert in his book “Gardens
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property in
its natural state. If- the lot is




