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PLYMOUTH’S Mary and Richard Ridley
picnic with their young family that includes two
adopted children. The youngsters are {from left}
Aaron, Krista, Lee and Ken. .

Families Understand --

THE WILLIAM SCHOFIELDS OF Farming-
ton include (from left) Jay, Debbie and Karen.
Jay is a Korean boy they adopted 18 months

2go.

MELVIN AND PAT EVANS OF WEST-

LAND enjoy a cool stream with the adopted
members of their clan, 18-year-old Sandy and

small Lisa and Jeffery.

‘Other

Children Need Homes, Too’

By MARGARET MILLER
Women's Editor

Mr. and Mrs. Richard
Ridley of Plymouth wanted a
houseful of children but
thought they should not have
more than two of their own.

So their family now includes
four'under four--wo blue-eyed
blonds and two dark-skinned
charmers.

Mr. and Mys. A. Schofield of
Farmington had two
daughters-and thought a son
would round out the family
nicely. so they added Jay from
Korea.

Mr. and Mrs. Melvin Evans
of Westland “just love-kids,"
and they have foster children
as well as five of their;own,
including recent adoptees
Jeffery. whose mother, had
muscular dystrophy,| and
bright-eyed Lisa, a bi-racial
child.

Helen Cortright and Kathy
Regan, who live on alfarm
near Milford, are single
women who are making a
home for handicapped
children. !

ALL ARE MEMBERS of the
Western Wayne chapter of the
Council on AdoptableChildren,
more familiarly known as
COAC, and all are interested
in whatever action is needed
1o find homes for as ‘many
children as possible.

COAC was founded in Ann
Arbor .in 1966, Mary Ridley
said, out of the need ‘many
people felt to place in families
the children who might not be
adopted because they were
racially mixed. or beyond
babyhood, or handicapped.

Members of several years’
standing, the Ridleys decided
after the birth of : their
daughter Lee in 1967 that they
wanled to adopt a child of
another race, because, as
Mary put it then, “we know
there are plenty of parents for
the blonde babies and the
other children need homes
too.” -

Their son Ken came to them
not long after that, and his
bright smile and fearless
outlook on life stood them all
in-good stead as they battled
his early difficulties with
cerebral palsy.

HE'S doing well
now." Ssaid Mary glancing
around the park where COAC
families were getting together
for a picnic, “and you'll
probably find him in the
tallest tree in_spite of his
cerebral-palsy.”

Last year brought the
Ridleys two more bables,
Aaron. born (o them. and
Krisla, adopted in November
when she was five weeks old.

And their home turned into a
giant playpen has made both
Mary and Rick more in-
terested in the work done by
COAC.

“IT'S INTERESTING to
note,” Mary said, “that in the
last few years, more and more
people have been interested in
adopting, so now there aren’t
many bi-racial babies left.

“But there are still older
children-in their teens, that
is—-and dark black youngsters,
and handicapped kids who
need homes.”

Other COAC families living
in this area present a cross-
section of the joys in adding a
new family member by the
adoption route.

Mel'and Pat Evans have had
a variety of foster children in
their Westland home and find
that small, dark-skinned Lisa
is now the pet of the neigh-
borhood.

I suppose it's because she's
more outgoing than Jeffery,”
Pat said. “We'll have to watch
him closely until he's five or
six, but so far he has shown no
sign of dystrophy."”

The Evanses also have two
children of their own and
Sandy now 18, who they
adopted years ago because
“'she was a foster child and we
couldn't give her up."

THE SCHOFIELDS and
their daughters Debbie and
Karen have found life pretty
exciting since Jay came to live
with them 18 months ago.

“We wanted a boy to fill the
gap.” Mrs. Schofield said,
“and he has-he’s all boy."

Language was the biggest
hurdle, she added, but special
speech tutoring has helped
him do well in kindergarten
and he's now ready for first
grade. “He didn't know any
English when he came to us,

Marygr()\"e Begins
Fall Term Sept. 3

Registration -for two-year
and four-year degrees courses
will be held Thursday, Sept. 3,
and Monday, Sept. 6, at
Marygrove College, Six Mile
and Wyoming, Detroit.

The fall term " of
coeducational classes begins
Tuesday, Sept. 7.

Men and women students
are  offered  advanced
placement for high school
juniors, business, and college
courses for employed people,

course$ designed for those
returning for degrees, a
rolling admission policy
allowing entry at the student’s
convenience and junior
standing for transfers with
associate degrees from ac-

and he still fractures gram-
mar, but he's getting along

very well,"
Helen Cortright and Kathy
Regan  are among the

relatively few single adoptive
parents in the state. and Helen
is symbolic of the new type of
adoptions because she had two
handicapped children.
Rosemarie is a beautiful
little. Mexican-American girl
who is somewhat retarded and

. it was thought at first she had

epilepsy. “But she doesn’t,”
Helen said, “and she now is
entirely off medication.”

Christopher, Helen's new
son who recently came to live
at the farm, has no hands.
Kathy's daughter, Katie, is
dark-skinned.

They don’t see themselves
as pioneers of anything, and
they are hoping to adopt more
children.

LADIES representing five generations in one Observerland family

“‘These kids just need
homes,” Helen said. and a
single parent is far better than
an institution or a series of
foster homes.

OTHER Observerland
families active in COAC in-
clude Joan and Ed Schroeder
and Joanne and Glen Tuffnell
of Plymouth.

The Schroeders had only
sons so they adopted a little
girl when she was five. “‘She
had vision problems and some
emotional ones, but 1 think
that's pretty standard, and
she's doing well now,” her
mother said. “We're trying
now to get her a sister.”

Joanne Tulfnell said theirs
was the “lypical story of a
family with two boys, and we

wantéd more children but
didn’t think we should add any
more o the world. So after a

credited colleges.

There are more than 21
areas of concentration,
leading to bachelor of art,
science, fine arts and music
degrees.

for our pt

of Westland, holding her

long (hinking process. we
decided a bi-racial child would
be fine, and now we have little
Martha.”

Then there.are Bill and
Betty Hatton of Farmington
who have two daughters and
have adopted bi-racial Nathan
now three, and Andrew, eight,
who has muscular problems
but Toves to play baseball.

COAC PARENTS meet once
a month-he first Friday at §
p.m.-in St. Peter Lutheran
Church on Penniman west of
Main in Plymouth. The next
meeting is scheduled Sept. 3,
and the group is hoping in the
future to schedule speakers to
go into various aspects of
adoption.

All interested” in the
rewarding project of finding
homes for children are invited
to attend.
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Wendie Parre of Gardén City. Around them (from left) are Mrs. Patricia
Parre, Wendy's mother; Mrs. Nancy Pinkston of Westland, her grand-
mother; and Mrs. Helen Osier of Garden City. Ler great-grandmother.
{Observer photo by Harry Mauthe}

HELEN CORTRIGHT OF IMILFORD had
adopted youngsters with handicaps. Rosemarie
and Chris.

Observer Photos By Mauthe
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Custom Picture Framing

and

0il Restoration

The art in your home will take on a new
elegance when you have our experienced
desigaer assist in your home redecorating.

ST. CLAIR

.95 VALUE!

® 9 BEAUTIFUL TWEED
COLOR COMBINATIONS

oHEAVY 380z. -
RUBBER BACK

.50 VALUE!
® 12 BEAUTIFUL

COLOR COMBINATIGNS
® HEAVY 38 oz.

RUBBER BACK

Next Door 1o

ART GALLERY . Clir Carper

GETTING THE RAISE

YOU PLANNED, BUT
THAT WON'T STOP YOU
FROM BEING ABLE TO
AFFORD CARPETING
FROM ST. CLAIR

LOOK AT OUR LOW
PRICES...

NYLON KITCHEN CARPET

FROZEN AT

FROZEN AT

"

MASLAND “POLYPLUS”

ERCULON KITCHEN CARPET

RUBBER BACKED.

© 14 BEAUTIFUL COLOR COMBINATIONS
© NATIONALLY ADVERTISED

AT 9.50 SQ.YD.
FROZEN AT

$595

SAEMBER DETRORT LOOR COVERING ASSOCATION

ST. CLAIR ...

SINCE 1935

28040 JOY ROAD, b
GA7-1400 0r 937-1144

lifetime
v Inkster and Middlebel of the carpet
» Open Daily thrd Friday9 to 9 SELECT YOURS
Tuesday and Saturday .9 to 6 TODAY & SAVE

Zen.

YOU MAY NOT BE

Air Conditioned for your comfort”

instaliations
GUARANTEED

99

SQ.YD.

99

S0.YD.

Ali carpet

for the




