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Quality Amid Contrc TA"
ua Ity mi UﬂtI'OVBI‘S}/ DISTRICT DATA ;
) Number of Schools -- 26 -
o . 19 Elementary
School activities in Farmington, including cur- standing. After several public hearings on the pro- 4 Junior High
riculum changes and implementation, sports and  posed programs, guidelines for implementing the 3 Senior High
the everyday business of learning. went on during programs were formutated by the Committee. The £ 18,700
1970-71 despite one of the most controversial School Board subsequently approved these guide- - Cortified Employees 848
school years aever. lines with certain amendments to be implemented Total School Employ 1435 -
) duriqg_ the 1971-72 school year. Equalized Valuati $320,808,300

A storm weathered well by Farmington
Schools arose over the millage proposals that

Y

" A series of_starmy Board meetings attended

Farmingtan voters squelched twice this summer.
The Farmington School District is now operating on
an austerity budget implemented after the first
millage defeat in June.

Cutbacks in services, programs and personnel
waere instituted, but with every effort to maintain
the ‘‘quality education’ for which Farmington

* Schools are famous. ’

‘Athletics and all non-athletic extra cirricular
school activities such as debate, drama, school
papers and yearbooks are all backin 1971-72,
thanks to a private group of citizens. Pledges of

—~pearly $50,000, coupled with an agreement by
faculty, the administration and the Farmington
Education Association that coaches sacrifice half
their normal stipend, assured that football practice
began on schedule.

Sports had to be one of the brightest spots
during the past school year. Gridders from North
Farmington High School went all the way to claim
the state football championship. Both they and
Farmington High were League champs in baseball
and Farmington High won golf and cross country
track league titles too.

The Junior Great Books Program expanded
into six more elementary schools and junior highs
thanks to 28 new volunteer leaders who com-

. pleted a four-week training course in February.

Tuie

'*  Theywained 17 other leaders who met with groups

of students throughout the school year discussing
the classics, helping children develop their own
opinions and think for themsaelves.

Additions at Shiawassee, Longacre and Lark-
shire Elementary Schools, each built under a differ-
ent formula to cut costs, are already in use by

" hundreds of elementary school children. Shiawas-
see now sports a new media center and six “open
concept” classrooms for a new learning experience.
Larkshire and Longacre both have new media
centers staffed by reading specialists, plus two new
classrooms apiece.

The Family Life Education Committee com-
posed of citizens, faculty, administrators and pas-
ents completed studies in three areas--human
sexuality, substance abuse and minority under-

by capacity crowds followed when this decision
was announced. along with threats to recall four
Board members. A recail movement in fact did
begin, but never seemed to bring concrete results.

1870-71 was another year of great commun-
ity involvement. Task forces studying human sex-
uality. substance abuse and minority understand-
ing completed their work as parents and students
joined teachers and administrators to help prepare
for implementation of these programs.

The substance abuse program, dealing with
the problems of alcohol, tobacco and drugs, was
first to receive Board approval. The task force’s
recommendations called for a program in second-
ary schools of two seminars per year, in-service

ity for parents to receive mare information through
the adult education department.

Human sexuality, or sex education as it is
called, is perhaps the most controversial of the
three programs. Guidelines for well-trained, prop-
erly motivated teachers of grades kindergarten
through 12 were accepted and approved by the
Board.

Parents’ rights to withhold permission from

their child to attend these classes.were also-as--

sured by the Board.

Minority understanding as it related to stu-
dent attitudes, their exposure to minorities on the
faculty and administrative staff, and related school
activities, was also given final approval by the
School Board. Other aspects of minority under-
standing deal with curriculum planning and devel-
opment, the classroom teacher, personne! recruit-
ment and involvement of the parent community.

And 1970-71 saw a shift among School
Board members as president John M. Washburn
111 retired and trustee Gary Lichtman resigned.
Mrs. Betty Brennan and Dr. Mervyn B. Ross ac-
quired seats on the Board of Education. Senior
member Richard Peters was elected its president,
Kenneth Perrin, vice president; and Mrs. Kathryn
Stirling, secretary.

Young Authors
Pool Talents
At Conference

Over 300 young authors from Farmington
Elementary Schools got together at Farmington
High School for the Second Annual Young Au-
thors Conference designed to inspire the young in
creative writing. Their original poems. stories,
compositions and essays were attractively bound
in covers made by volunteer mothers. and the
youngsters were treated to a play presented by the
Farmington Players. A third conference wili proba-
biy take place again this year.

workshops_for_school_personnel_and-an_opporstun-.. .

Tax Rate (for 1971-72) o
$35.83 per $1.000 of equalized valuatnon
29.83 for operation
6.00 for debt retirement

Area -- 35 square miles including most of
Farmington Township, the City of Farming-
ton, and a portion of West Bloomfield Town-
ship.
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Fn;m the -
Desk of the
Superintendent

"' fy a detour is Yy 8ven on an expressway
or supovhlghway as repairs or modifications are necessary.

are facing: the ity of a

duration may be lamporarv o oxtondad depondmg ‘on

a variety of circumstances. -

Lot us turn first to the plus and minuses of Iasl school
vear.

1) The initial excitement of opening (wo new
schoals, Wood Creek Elementary and Harmrison High. . was
augmented by the thrilling expasience of two new educa-
tional programs devel:)ping into reality. The response from

- ‘'students and parents in each situation was gratifying. Each
school was oﬂermg an uducanonat experionce with more
d to specific student needs.

"2) Although cont.rovamnl frorn soma viewpoints, mod-
st prog wera developed in  Family Lifs Education in
an effort to better meet the needs of students and com-
munity.

.3) Fil ial probl b itical as reduct in

penses wera increasad as a result of the court order to
provide textbooks and student mazarlals. but no reve-
nuss were approved to carry out that order. The result
was a sizable deficit for the year's uparnlmn

THE 1971-72 school year p an impossi-
bie challenge to the Board of Ed # dmni h
and staff. That challenge is to i 8 quality od i
program in spite of a savere austerity program. The chal-
lengie is accepted with the realization that many things
have been excluded or greatly reduced in scope.

There sre fower taachers to instruct an oven lsrger an-
rollment; teaching rials and di are sig-
nificantly raducnd thare are fower udmlmstralors and
supervisory per | ilable to give I and
guidance: and special services such as music, ert, Iibrnry.
physical ed ion, and ling ars reduced. In spits of
these probl: the professional staff is dedi d to pro-
ducing a quality ed: ion program and will focus its of-

° farts toward that goal.

The community must be aware that the reduction of
almost 1% million dollars out of a budget, which merely
continued the progrom last year, will bo specitically feft
by both students and parents. Many services and bene-
tits will have to be denied as the impl ion of an
austerity budget becomes reality. A major goal for 1971-
72 must be the determination of the kind of an educa-
tional program the citizens of Farmington are wllling to
financially support, and also give influence to.the proper
balance of local and state funding.

The 1971-72 school year will have its difficult prob-
lems, but it will not be a wasted year, for your stoff will
endeavor to make it successful.

Roderick J. Smith
Superintendent of Schools
September 8. 1971

The long range plans of Farmington P Publlc School Dulm:t

support were activated by the state authorities, and ex-
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