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Philodendron
Is Durable

House Plant

Philodendrons grow better
than most other house plants
under the adverse conditions
in modern houses, according
toa Michigan State University
horticulturist.

The plants generally thrive
in filtered light. Philoden-
drons require a relatively
warm  location (65-70
degrees). The soil mixture
should be well drained and
uniformly moist. A relatively
high humidity is recom-
mended, Carlson said.

Philodendrons thrive in pots
and tubs that are well drained
and not too large for the size of
the plant.
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STOWAY STORAGE UNIT/folding desk is perfect for a home or an
apartment. Measuring only 92 by 19 inches when it is set up, the unit fits
almost anywhere. It may be used as a room dwider. Free-standing and
completely demountable you can take it along when you move. For the
plans, send 50 cents to the American Plywood Assn.. 1119 A St., Tacoma,
Washington. Ask for form 71-635.

Amateur Re

modelers

Get HelpfulAdvice

An amateur . home
remodeler can add to the
living space of a house without
making structural changes in
it.

For example, the basement,
attic and garage are easy to
convert. Often little more is
necessary than installing a
good floor, finishing the walls
and ceiling and adding proper
lighting fixtures.

But the Better Floors
Council cautions novice
remodelers to be careful of
two things: First, be sure the
products you buy are suitable
for do - it - yourself in-
stallation. The council
believes that the easiest
flooring for non - professional
installers to handle is
adhesive backed vinyl
asbestos tile. The intallation
procedure is so simple women
and teenagers do it with no
trouble. One other point in its
favor: since vinyl asbestos tile
in homes generally lasts 20 to
25 years, it adds considerably
to the value - current and
resale -- of the house. Some
manufacturers even provide
guarantees on the life of the

check the local building code
to see if permits are needed.
Codes vary from community
to community but generally a
building permit is needed
wherever structural work is
involved or where storage
space is converted to living
space. If you are remodeling
the garage and adding a
carport, be sure the latter is
the right distance from the
street, sidewalk and sides of
your property, or you may
have to tear it down because it
violates zoning regulations.
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By GEORGE ABRAHAM

House plant care: Those
plants you receive for the
holidays will give you a lot
more mileage, especially if
you see that they get a
uniform supply of moisture.

Let’s start with the poin-
settia. This plant likes plenty
of light, a day temperature of
around 72 degrees F. and not
less than 60 degrees at night.

. Dropping of leaves is a

common complaint now, and
is caused by poor light, high
temperature, too much water,
not enough water or drafts.
Cold draft is the plant’s worst
enemy.

Some of the newer varieties
are vigorous growers and
have to be watered two or
three times a day in the home.
Avoid any practice that in-
jures the roots such as over-
watering, heavy feeding, or
breaking roots when tran-
splanting. Don't be surprised
if your plant lasts allsummer.

THE FLORIST'S or

The Green Thumb

Keep Holiday Plants Moist

greenhouse azalea makes a
good show around the holidays
and after. Azaleas like an acid
soil, so if you happen to live in
a hard water area, keep in
mind that hard water rapidly
lessens the acidity each time
ypu water your azaleas. To -
overcome this, you car use
rain water, or water that has
been boiled for a few minutes
and allowed to cool.

If this is not possible, apply
a pinch of alum or ¥ teaspoon
of dusting sulfur to the surface
of the soil every three weeks.
Vinegar is good for azeleas,
one teaspoon to a quart of
water, applied two or three
times a month,

Azaleas need lots of
moisture and a bright window,
even after they have flowered.
After blooming, keep plant
moist (never dried out), then
in May putin a sunny window.

When shirt-sleeve weather
comes, put the plant, pot and
all, in a shady spot in the
garden. Prune back any leggy
shoots until July, so you'll

have a nice bushy plant. As for
the soil use pure peat moss or
a mixture of sand and peat.
Florists use 100 per cent peat.
. VARIEGATED Euonymus:
We're all familiar with so-
called evergreen bittersweet
(which is actually Euonymus
radicans vegetus — to me far
prettier than the real bitter
sweet), but did you know
there’s a variegated type, with
green and_white leayes?

GREEN THUMB BONUS:
Still dreaming about land-
scaping your home? Better
send me a self-addressed,
stamped envelope for my
illustrated bulletin, “Tips on
Landscaping.” This booklet
was made by nursérymen for
homegardeners, and you
should have a copy for your
Green Thumb Library. Be
sure to enclose a2 No. 10
enevelope for your copy.
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