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IN THE ODD CORXER.

QUERR AND CURIOUS THINGS
AND EVENTS.

Yery 0dd Wagem—Strange Iliets Made
by Men with Eportive Procliritler—A
Slxtoon Year 0Id Veterma—The Fixht-

Ing Mascot of the Tlet New York

Helen Gould.
There are marks of credit for you up

Helen Gould:
many an eax‘ous

e
Heten Gould:

When'the Lord eelected you
As his almoner & f
Herolne came tnto view.

Gould;
within the temple renred

Helen Goulil:

Tou have apread a gloss of hosor on
your pame,

Helen Gowd
Tou have proved that true hearts bant
Where proud manslons line the street—-
Here's a flower At your fet,

Helen Gould

—Cleveland

Leader.

Mistakea Nteptity.

The appearance of Miss Grace Ma-
rian Perkins, the supposed victim of
the Bridgeport, Conn., murder, &ive
and bhappy as a Lride at her home ih
Middleboreugh, Mass., is not so sur-
priring an incident as it seems to be
i first glance. Nothing is more falli-
ble than the casual morgue identifica-
tlon, unless it be the "absolutely sure
identification. The fact that Miss Per-
Eing (or M Bourne) is not a mutil-
ated corpse is only astonishing when
cne forge:s the long chapter of pre-
vious “positive” identifications of m\
dered men and women as husbands,

brothers wives and daughters made b¥ |

any number of sane and sorrowing
individuals. Recall nny of the great
murder mysierles, such as that that
centered abour Rahway, for instance,
and you can not but fail to remember
that confiicting jdentifications  were
features of the case and made confu-
eion worse confounded.

Naturaly, individuals differ, and
£pecial training adds acuteness to 0b-
eervation.  And Bertillon, the
French criminal exy was led to the
development of his scientitle sysiem of
eriminal regi on and ide

s reason of

Uader these
conditions it is tot g that the
Bridgen ¥ Mz
Perkins ¢ of e
cas= being thers have been so
few identifications. The whole Per-
Klps episode is however, a siriking

commentary on the danger of jumping |

ns in murder my:

Murder will cut, but the “positive iden- |

tifier” olten hinders instead of advanc-
ing the solution of the m
“Astde from the self-evident ta
de muy work such a cha
apgearance of familiar features
dereive even those nearest and dear
thére remains the psycholog.cal ex-
platation that nothing is s0 capable of
beiog deceived as the human senses
Seelng is not believing. Sight has a
way of doudling ander at critical times
that {t would be surprising were it not
80 common a fact in our experience.
‘The reason why false identifications
are made is that, at best, the average
person carrles In mind a mere gener-
alization of the facts of physiognomy
and figure that go to make up person-
ality, Under the stimelus of a sug-
gested idea almost anybody, dead or
alive. that s at all like the known
persanality wiil be promptly and pos-
itively identifled. and this without the
ald of occasional marvelous colnct-
derces. in the way of the exact like-
nefs of two Individuals, In other
words, we hold but vaguely personal
details in mind even of those most in-
tirately known, and when called on
to atablish identity, sight and me:
ory play us false and fallure results.—
Phlladelphla Press

Oddest Wugees.

The Blstory of the foollsh and ec-
centric bets contalns no story of more
reckless folly than that of a gambler
of A generation age who made the fali
of & bowl accomplish his ruin. After
a Inog night's gambiing in which evit
for'une had pursued him, he made a
hadty calculation of ail that was left
to aim of a princely fortune. He then
seized a8 bowl from a table and, polsing
it aloft, sald: “Odd or even pieces for
£15,0007" "0dd.” coolly sald one of
the men who bad won his money. The
bowl fell and was dashed to plenes.
Tha f(ragments were coliected and
covoted, only to find that the number
w&s odd, and that the gambler's last
soverelgn was lost. The presidential
clections In the United States are the
ocraslon of some of the most eccentric
wegers which ingenulty can devise: A
man who lost his bet at the last elec-
tion found himsel! in the undlgnified
posltion of having to act as the win-
ner's dog for & full day. He had to
follow at his heels through the chief
thoroughtfares of New York, lle dowp
when bidden, in the most unpleasant
places, bark at strangers. and lick his
master's hand. When he complained
of hunger he was supplled with an al-
lowance ot dog's meat and a drink of
water; and had to lle under the table
while hls master fared sumptuously at
a fashiopable restaurant, For some
hours the loser pursued this undlgni.
fled routlne, to the amusement of thou-
sands; but the savory odora of his
‘master's dlshes, which assailed him jo
his hunqry soditude under the table,
were too much for hls resolution, nntll
he bought his freedom by pasing &
Aeavy forfelt.

Many mad feats have resuited from

1ot of the Seventy

wagers, bul surely nome so foolish as
that of the French earpenter, Paul Par-
mentler. Paul was drinking with some
boon companions a short time ago,
when he made a bet of five francs that
he would jump, unhurt, from a fourth-
foor window, The bet was taken with
amused igcredulity by one of his
friends, wl{g,n Paul ran out of the wine-
shop, climbed to the fourth story of
an adjacent house, and threw himself
out of the window. with a sigkening
thud, Into the street. When he was
plcked up It was found that he dad
broken hls leg and serlously fnjured
bimself internally: while he had not
even the satisfaction of havimg won
his five trancs,

Some very astonishing gastronomic
feats have sprung from wagers, hut
the fame of Nicholas Wood, the Kent-
1sh glutton, has never suffered eclipse.
On one occaslon Nicholas made a bet
that he would eat an edtlre plg al
one altting. This feat he accomplirhed
s0 easlly that he called for three pecks
of damsons, which “proved bis des-
sert” and foliowed in the way of the
plE. A very common mesl with Nick-
olas, and’ onme which won him many

en loaves, three six penny veal pies,
one pound of s¥eet butter, one good
dish of shornback,” and a few slmilar
delicacies.

It was a wager that induced a New
York financier to diepose of 22§ o¥s-
ters i halt an bour, merely as a pre-
ilude to a substantial dinner; and &
gourmand of the name of Edward
Manning has swallowed 72 eggs In one
minute for & wager.

Franz Friedrich of Willlamsburz was
. prepared, for a suitable bet, to make A

meal of a goose, five pounds of Ger-
man sausage, one pound of cheese, &
loa? of bread and 32 glasses of beer;
latelv. Sig.
Beraccio swallowed a mile of macca-
I ront for a wager. and beat hi rival by
I over 100 yards,

Mr. Huddy. an Insh postmaster,
when he was within three years of hie
entury.” was the bero of an eccen-
“tric wager. He made the journey from
i Lismore to Fermoy, in an old tub,
Idrawn by two cats, a hedgehog. &

goose, & badger and a pig. and to com-

plete the eccentrleity of the “turn-cut.”
¢ he wore a red night-cap uad fiourished
[a whip in ope band and a korn in the
other.

Perhaps the me
ever performed
ger W

I whiie at Civita Vecchia

broker. who jost

a bet en a
tential eleciion some ears ago.
1 in a white robe de nuit. and

8 a lighted t s
he premenaded th

wagers, consisted of “elx penny wheat- |

!

|

i cughfares of the iy, pausing every
|19 yards to his political .
j creed and to ex contrition for

| Happily ;ad peniten

the police intervened gnd rted
home, resolved in make no more bets
on presidential e

16-Yenr-0ld Veterun,
A veteran in kbee trousers
. to find, but In Andrew Lew
obe. Anxious to see the iront, the lad,
who is only 15 years old. ran aw
trom home und went to Cuba as mas-
first regiment.
{from Lakeland, Fla,
-first was stationed
¢ Lakeland Andrew often visited the
camp. Col. Downs and his officers
took such a liking to the youth that
they made him reglmental mascot. An
old uniform was provided for him
The night the Seventy-first recelved
orders o move to Tampa Andrew stole
‘trom home and reached the Seventy-
| first camp Just as the regiment had be-
| un 10 move. When the command was
{ boarding the transport Vigliancia the
! regular army officers stopped the boy
from going aboard. He awalted his
chance and stole on the 2bip.
! He followed his regiment up San
+Juan hill while men were falllng ail
i around him. While the fight was rag-
ing Andrew was up at the firlug line,
!rolling clgarettes. The officers tried
to drive btm back, but it was of no use,
" He slept In the Santiago trenches and
endured all the hardships of the cam-
Ipaign. He also helped the hosplitel
Icorps In taking care of the wounded
1and dying. Andrew came north with
!{he regiment and paraded up Broad-
Iy to its armory. He Is now stopplng
"at Maj. Whittle's home at Mount Ver-
| non.—New York World,

Andrew hails
While the Seven

Depovalstion In France

The returns of the census for France
which was taken in March, 1897, have
now been published and compared
with the statistics of the previous cen-
sus, which was taken six years before.
A year ago the number of people in
France was 35.22 and at the 1891
census it was 38,095,150, so that in tae
six vears the population of France tac
only Increased 138.819 persons.  And
even this trifling increase is more ap-
| parent than real, for it has taken place
entirely o the large towns, and ! due
to the influx of forelguers, such as
Belgians and ltalians, who are to be
found In increasing Dumbers among
the urban populations of France. In
only 24 departments Is there any jn-
crease; !n 63 departments there 15 g
positive falling off, and this is more
especially marked in the rural com-
munes.

A Prize Hog.

A prize hog, weighing 1,524 poupds,
has been raised by T. W. Willlams, of
Melgs county, Tenn. Here are its di-
mensions:  Helght, 4 feet 6 inches;
diameter, 7 feet; length, 10 feet 2
inches. It 18 considered the largest
hog in the world.

Then He Felt Cheap.
He—"So you have decided that they
are not marrfed? W "
She—"He put down bis satchel in
order to assist her while she stepped
; trom the car.”

THE COMMERCIAL TRAVALRRS AND THE BEAR.
From Bcraps.

(1) Twy commercial travelers gold® throuch a wood saw, to thelr horror.
¢ bear comlng toward thewm; upon which one, bing a nlmble fellow, climted
up a tree.

aforesai! bear was vubecowningiy bald.
opened his sample bag of bair restorcr. aud fnvited the bear to try & bottle.
He consented.

—
i

CAMPFIRE | SKECHES;
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QOOD SHORT ! 3TORIES FOR
THE VED JRANS,

Blory of Two Drave Men—How the
Negroes wud the lndians Fight Uader
the Flag of Freedom —The Soldler at
Home—The Voluateora

The Negra Soldler.
We used to think the negro dldn't count

ery much—

Light fingered tn th melon patch, and
chicken yard ar . such:,

Much mixed n poin of morals and ab-
urd In point () dress,

The butt of droll cat spmiststand the tar-
geL of the prew
But we've KOt 10 Fecq Kiruct our vi
color, more or y &
Now ne know Akoat the Tenth a:

we o

When a rain of ehof*was falling. with
song upon his L3s,
such gRllant ives
went out In defih's echipee,
Face to face with SgEnish bullets. on the
slope of Sun Juan,
he negro soldler showed himself anather
type of man:
the story of his cowrage,
carelrsely.” who can—
The story of the Tewk et La

Read coldly.

Quesing
We have heaped the Cubgn soll sbove
thelt bodfes. bluck ant Snlte—

The strangely sorted comeaden of that
grand and glorious figh
And many a fair-rkinned voll
whole and soul ' today
For the ruccor of (¥  colored troops, the
battle records 1 ¥,
And the feud Is dost forever of the blue
coat and the g1 ¥—
All honor td; the Temth at La
Quastnal

—_—

3
unteer Kous

Ue.; for there ‘was powder enough tw
“he bullding te wreck theftatian.
‘‘here ls no telllng what “a simgol/
cat” will do, The present writer knew
a Gloucester boy, 80 weak in body and

‘{50 effeminate in disposition tbat his

brothers, who were seamen, used to
speak of him as our “poor littla Da-
vie,” At the bepinning of the dvid
war Davie enllsted io tbe uavy, and
belng & high school graduate, w=3
made a petty officer.

One day a fire broke out on the ves—
sel near the magazine. Davle. seefng
that the men and officers hesitated to
take the plpe of the hose down into
the emoky betweeh-decks, soatched It
jumped down and held it agaiost the
fire until the water had guenched it
Then he fel] down, senseless. overcome
¥ the heat and emoke.

Davie wae again promoted. and bad
o llsten to the commander’s praise ut-
ered from the quarter-deck, the sallors
.nd officers standing at attention. Da=
vie almost fainted again.

e Became n Hero

Some ex-confederates” were AWAR-
plng war storles recently, when Gne of
them told the following. which cl.{_nvm
a wholesome lesson agatnst bastyjuds-
ment. B

Just before the baule of Murfrees-
boro a detachment of Morgap's com-~
mand Was guarding a mouniain pass
a few miles from Bradyville, Tenn.
A pertion of the valley leading to the
pass was densely wooded and SWampY.
The marshy ground abounded in bull-
froge of huge proportions, and the trees
afforded a roosting place for numerous
owls, Among the soldiers was a strip-
pling by the name of Spreeler. It was

Rluck v‘:’d Red.

It 1s well known that the colored
troops in the Unlted States army have
proved very efficlent in the service of
the plafns and frontier, bul perhaps it
Is not so well known that the Indians
are more afrald of the black soldiers
than of the white soldlers. That this
Is the fact is voucsed for by an army
officer who has be i “Interviewed” on
the subfect by the pVashington Star.

longed.” this geg lemen Baid, “sol-
dlered alongside & touple of troops of
the Ninth cavalry” 3 colored regiment,
during the last & jux troubles. We
were performing hain-gunrd—that is
bemming-in duty~and our task was to
irevent the Ogallglas from straving
from the reservatlon. I any of them
| attempted to pass, we bad aughority
to prod them with our bavouet,

“The result wag the
often had to perform the Job ¢
foreing back armfd six-foot savage

troops

{4) Whan all thls was over, the man who had climbed ibe tree cam-
down, thinking he might do some business, too. But the bear would have
nothlng to do with' him. saying. "A friend fu need Is a friend pidved.
Fou are pelther the oue nor the other.”

IN BAD Ty

Irate Old Gentleman.—Here, 1 s3¥, Four beest of & dog bas bitten o

plece out of my leg.
Dog's Owner.—Confound 1t, \ wsated {0 bring him up a segetarian

1 Smith how he apelled “boat.”

with the baronet,” nd there were som
very dangerous homents: bur ihe
black troops alo gslde had no such
trouble. While tt Indians were con-
tinually crowding jpon the white so!
i dters, they let { + blacks entirely
alone. i

“Moreover, the; ack troops obtaln-
ed from the Indiap ‘ten times as much
general obediencd About the cawmps as
the white ones dld ' The'lndians vould
1] ump to /ey the unitormed

a
|

“The cavalry t; pp to Which I be-

wild and windy night when Spreeler
was called npon to do guard duty.
About one o'clock when the sky was
of a leaden hue and the wind gighed
\ Aitfully through the trees an oWl on 2
near-by 1imb hooted:
“Who—who—are you?"
“John Spreelér,” exclaimmed
sentinel. trembling in his boots.
Just at that moment a bullfrog, im
deep bass tenes. seemed to £ay:
“Sur—sur—sirround him
|11 be hanged it you do.” exclaimed
Spreeler as he fired his musket and
broke for the camp. which bad beem
[thrown into tke wildest contusion by
the alarm. which was suppesed to mean
Ith the enemy was atzacking the aut-
POSLE.
{ When the

the

o state of affafl
| understool the w men maté life
a bhurden for n until the Baitle of

eestoro, when the Linvi it

7

The Soliler i Hame.
. Culonel Theodure Rooseveit. in his
:taik to the Rough F gave them '

i 1s worth the
who is re-

some timely advice, wh
attention of every scldi
Jurning to take upoa him
S 1108 T rRRE A e ek

RO aRy W UTRR BTz e
! a minor chief, who was sunnlng him-
t celf at the door of hls tepee, send his
squaw with a conple of pails down to
the creek to get water. The black ser-
geant walked up to the Iszy savage and
prodded him. | :

“‘Look oheah!' he exclaimed, 'jes’
shake yo' no-‘count bofeg an’ go tote
date watah yo'se’f! Yo' heah me?”

“The Indlan d!d not understand the
words, but he comprehended perfectly
the gesture, especially when the black
man took the palls {rom the woman'{
hands and put them into those of her
lord and master. He went after the
water, and at an astoaishingly rapid
pace.” :

During the Pine Ridge troublet,
when the Indians were on one occa-
sion in llne of battle, the duty of
charging them was confided to the two
black troops. The negroes began (o
yell as soon as they started, and thelr
vell went on !ncreaslng with every
Jump of thelr horses, unt!l it seemed to
the llstening Wwhite soldlers as it the
alr were belng rent wiih the screams
of ten thousand demons.

As soon as the Indlans caught sight,
through the cloud of alkall dust. of the
black faces and open mouths of the
cbarging  blacks, gnd got the full ef-
fect of this mounling roar, they broke
and fled, and were soon surrounded
and disarmed. The chlefs afterward
confessed that the bravks were scared
by the awful howling of the black
troopers.

These black saldlers can fight as well
a8 they can howl. Thelr record on the
plaios has been ome of absolute in-
trepldity.

Two Brave Men,

Smith was a gunner fo the service
of the East Indly, company, was known
as “the sweep,” 1 derisive name given
to mark some e( “entricity, for the man
was a character : He had charge of the
boats belonging o the mllitary station,
snd one day Wi te the brigade major,
asking, “When' ball I bave the bote
ready? Them' or replled, “Have the
boat ready at s.*h an hour,

When the mggr went down to the
river with a party of ladles, he asked
Ta-
abashed by (be ;fesence of the ladles,
Smith, without s symptom of nervous-
ness, answered officer, “Some peo-
ple spells 1t b. -a-t, but T spells It

b-o-t-e.” X
But Smith, sotwithstandlng bis
mocklng nickng e, was oot a man to
be Jaughed at. ".pe day the roof of the
building which: pid the ammunition
caught fire. TX e was 8 panic; even
the best disclpl 24 soldlers lost their
heads. But "th .sweep" mounted the
roof, pulled off ‘the hatch, poured
buckets ‘of wat{ ‘over the flames, and
he. Tuwas ag plucky

saved the maga

military heroes:

“But. boys. don't get gay and pose
as heroes or lle an your laurel
they wither. He careful of
iduct in the future, as ¥ou have in the
past. The world will be kind for ten
days, und then. in those cold words
that the world is capable of speaking
at tlmes. it will declare rou're spolled
by going to war.”

The beneficiary of this adrice, if &
I8 taken, says the New York Tribune,
will be the soldier himsell far more
“than gnybody else, and Whea the eol-
s dfer I8 warned to be modest it }a not
| vecause of any lack of appreciation of
his bravery or of the splendld work
he did, but from & realization of the
tendency of buman nature to reactions
of sentiment due to slight causes. The
Amerlean people today are protoundly
gratetul to the troups who respouded
to thelr country’s call, deeply gricved
over the fatalities which attended \b&
prosecutlon of the war and much dis-
turbed over the mishaps which have
caused needless suffering. I Is desir—
able that they should retain these feel-
Ings, and both for their own sake and
the sake of the soldlers never think
lightly of the soldler or teach future
generatlons that mllitary service can
be forgotten.

e

The Volunteers.
In the management of tha men,
writes a correspondent with the army
In the Philippines, lies tl e whole weak~
ness of a volunteer arm:y, It is dIM-
cult to jmpress’ the vilunteers with
the idea that they are,nt on serious
busioess; most of the: ct 2 if they
were on a pleasure It is per-
haps not policy to dwellon the distine-
ton between our small tralned army
and our multitudinovs voluntetr force
. —but some facts it [s the duty of er-
ery ohserver to bring to public notice.
It 15 the opinfon of e majority of
good Americans that, when the occa-
slon requires, we can raise an army of
volunteers and “lick the world,” This
crude !dea of war has been fostered
by the late rebellion, where both sides
were volunteer forces. ‘Fatal as such m
crude doctrine is. the attitude of the
pudlic fs ltkely to find support in the
easy victory we had over the Spaniard,
{n spite of the fact that that vietery
was made possible by our highly traln-
ed navy. The weakness of our volun-,
teer force should, therefore, be
noted, that We may mnot be led in
arrogance of our easy victory to
headlong oo a new war,

_—

Ieeland's Poputation,
The total popuiation of Irela:
April 3, 1891, was 4,704,750, O
3,528,562 were Roman Catholics
602,300 Anglicans and  446.587
Presdbyterfans. About 197,000 bel

a thing as !t wz wpossible for a man to

14

to otder sects,




