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SWIM THROUGH THE ARCHWAY of this indoor pool and you are in
the outdoor section. The Olde Qrchard ciubhouse also offers residents a
Finnish sauna, billiard room, teen room and a day-care center. Oide Or-
chard condominium model homes may be seen on Ten Mile Rd. just west
of Haggerty in Novi.
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Flowers $20 Million
Industry In Michigan

EASTLANSING

Michigan can boast of a $20
million flower industry.

About 500 growers produce
about 35 per cent’of all the
flowers grown commercially
in the U.S., reports Will
Carlson, Michigan State
University horticulturist.

Bedding plants account for
the biggest share of the total,
about $7 million.

““The bedding plant industry
has been skyrocketing with
sales and production more
than doubling In each of the
last three decades,” says
Carlson. *Michigan now
produces 10 per cent of all the
bedding plants grown in the
United States.”

A breakdown of the rest of
the Michigan flower industry

looks like this: outdoor
flowers, $3 million; roses, $2
million, chrysanthemums,
$1.7 million; perennials, $1.5
million; poinsettias, $§1
million; geraniums, $1.5
million; azaleas, hydrangeas,
etc., $1 million; foliage plants,
£500,000; lilies, $500,000; and
gladioli, $300,000.

And the flower market
potential in Michigan is great,
says Carlson,

IN A RECENT MSU study
of 617 Michigan consumers, 98
per, cent said they had a place
fo plant flowers where they
lived and 78 per cent reported
“yes" when asked, “Did you
or someone in your family buy
any bedding plants within the
last 12 months?""

The study also showed that
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ladies account for most of the
purchases (59 per cent) or at
least go along with their
husbands to buy a bedding
plant (another 35 per cent).
More than half reported they
spend more than $5 a year on
bedding plants.

Most had suggestions for
improving the flowers they
bought: better container
design, better information on
care, wider selection, lower
prices, more durable plants,
ete.

Carlson says these
suggestions are being followed
by MSU researchers as they
attempt to produce “ideal™
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Pruning Shrubs: Few things
are more balfling to the home
gardening buff than the
subject of trimming or-
namental plants.

Let's take the mystery out
by saying there’s no mystery
to it. Just remember this:
spring flowering shrubs are
usually pruned right after
they flower. This includes
deutzia, azalea, lilac
(syringa), Siberian peashrub
(caragana), honeysuckle
(Lonicera), spirea (spring
flowering types), beautybush
(Kolkwitzia) and mock
orange, to name a few.

Pruning consists of reaching
in and symetrically removing
(thinning) of some of the older
stems at ground level. Just
reach in and cut them out.
DON'T whack off the top of a
bush until it looks like a table
top.

Summer flowering shrubs

produce their flowers on

current season's growth, so
plants of this group should be
pruned while dormant in
winter to promote new growth
which will flower that season.
These shrubs can be pruned
back by a combination of
thinning out and heading back
some of the growth.

NOTE: Some shrubs such as
lilac, produce suckers around

the base of the plant. You can
cut out some of these suckers,
as well as old wood inside the
bush.

If your shrubs are in bad
shape, you can go out now and
trim them, regardless of their
season of flowering. You may
sacrifice blossoms for this
year, but next year will bring
plenty. Some shrubs are full of

tangled wood and almost a,

hopeless mess.

Best way to handle these
delinquents is to cut them
back to within six or eight
inches of the ground and let all
new growth come along.

CRAB CACTUS make you
crabby? We used to think that
African violets brought us
more mail than any other
plant. Not so. Crab cactus
does.

One reason why the plant
does not bloom for the
holidays is that this “cactus”
is a native to the tropical
forests of Brazil and Bolivia.
Youcan't treat it like a prickly
cactus found in dry, barren
deserts. It grows in decaying
organic matter high on the
branches of trees.

There are two ‘crab"”
cactus -~ the Thanksgiving
type and the Christmas type
(two different plants). The

Thanksgiving cactus flowers
earlier and stays in bloom for
the holidays. The true
Christmas cactus starts to
flower around Christmas.
Culture for both is same.

NOTE: 1t either
‘Thanksgiving or Christmas
cacti are kept at temperatures
much above 70 degrees, they
flower poorly or not at all.

At temperatures between 60
and 70 degrees, flower buds
will form if plants are exposed
to short days in fall. The short
days must be early in Sep-
tember and maintained until
buds are well developed.

‘That means you must put
the plants in a dark room each
night from September until
‘Thanksgiving. Lights during

the evening, even from a

street lamp, can delay
fowering.

If the plant is kept between
50 and 55 degrees, it will
develop flower buds, regar-
dless of day length, but not
many of us have rooms that
eool.

Christmas and Thanksgiving
cactus is 50 per cent peat, 25
per cent garden soil, and 25
per cent sand. Bud drop can be
_due to high temperature, low
light or plants need repotting.

A good soil mixture for the
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from a good polish job say
horticulturists at Michigan
State  University. They
recommend using plant
polishes or rinsing the foliage
with warm water.

Plant polishes are common
items in garden stores and
florist shops and can be ap-
plied with a soft cloth to im-
part a gloss to foliage and
flowering plants. Before the
polish is applied, the experts
recommend watering the
plant well and removing dust
by wiping the foliage with a
soft damp cloth.

To get rid of water spots, the
horticulturists suggest using a
mild detergent in the water
and dipping the foliage. This
should be followed with a clear
water rinse to remove the
detergent.

Milk and oil are not
recommended because they
clog the pores of the leaves
and act as dust catchers.

Hairy leafed plants, like
African violets and gloxinias,
should be brushed with a
camel hair brush to remove
the dust and then rinsed with
warm water.
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LAUAN g 5350 COMPLETE
4'x7" PANEL .. NOW SUSPENDED
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185

You Get Everything You Need —
white ceiling panels, gnd system.
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DO IT YOURSELF AND SAVE
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Mill Finish
LOUVRE
FLUSH No. 730
e s
18 638 809
20 639 878
24 679 958
26 679 959
28 7391035
30 769 11.05
ALL DOOR X
168 F0REE
High All White Pine
Hollow Core %" Thick
OUR TOP QUALITY
Lo DRY-WALL
PRICES REDUCED 10
Clean - Bright - White UNDER REG. LOW PRICE
FURRING 4x7 159 1.79
1”x3" Random Length 4x8 1.69 1.89
1/20ft ax10 2.69 2.89

24"

34995
359!5
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CHANDELIER SERI

$ 2 79
7
NEWZ-4 exciming PANELS!
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® RAIN FOREST
® SPANISH OAK
RES. 5.49
® SUNBIRD REDFORD ~ The Leader in
® THORN TREE Now Quaity Millwork and at
VAN s 49 the LOWEST PRICES
PLY EVER!
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22552125 3195
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© NO PAINTING
® EASY TO INSTALL

® NO RUSTING 32595
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SPECIAL

10% orr
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FULLY GUARANTEED
MADE FROM
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QUALITY ALUMINUM
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BI-FOLD DOORS
Sae Laan Breh Lowvre
1135 13.25 1965
1215 14,25 2065
16452195
1455 3555
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Now NOT SECONDS

WITH ARMSTRONG LAY-IN PANEL . Plain White ASSOCIATION GRADE STAMPED
::Idmp AND GRID SYSTEM. g%'&n Z 7 ¢ ceiwLing 73/ c
v tice-1za2 4 /8 00| DIMENSION LUMBER
LAVATORY it

{Less Fittings) SAME LOW PRICE CASH OR CARD| 2xa  2x6  2x8 2x10 2x12 4x4
6 67 106 164 214 1.69

S REDFORL s 8 <
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3 COLORS looms fon [\ 1\ - - 12 154 224 358 436 523 3.39
IN STOCK 14 180 262 3.86 516 6.0 3.96
16 217 ‘342 437 587 638 474
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11970 FARMINGTON ROAD
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8 10 5:30 DAILY — 8:30 THURS. & FRI.
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803 5. MAIN

. Corner of Lincoln
§ 10 5:30 DAILY, FRI, TIL 8:30
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