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Amnesty: Strength Vs. Forgiveness

By CIIARLO'I'I' MAJZNER
Writer

Amnmy for draft evaders
was the topic for a debate
between Bishop Thomas
Gumbleton, vicar for parishes
of the Catholic Archdiocese of
Detroit, and Kenneth Haber,
assistant U.S. district at-
torney, at St. Clare Catholic
Church Lenten program.

Haber spoke against am-
nesty, stressing that he does
not intend to reflect any policy
of the Department of Justice
whose function is to enforce
the law.

“I am speaking here merely
as an individual who has deep
feelings,” Haber told the
Farmington parish.

HABER PRESENTED two
questions on amnesty: (1)
Should amnesty be granted to
draft evaders? (2) should
amnesty be granted to
deserters?

“First and foremost, I feel
amnesty is unfair to those who
served in the armed forces, to
these who served at Fort
Wayne or Germany or {0 those
in .Vietnam. It is unfair to
those who had convictions but
went to fight; unfair to those
who love their country and did
not leave it,” stated Haber.

““Those who left,” continued
Haber, “did not have con-
viction in their beliefs nor feel
that their country was wor-
thwhile fighting for to remain.
These are the ones asking for
amnesty.”

Haber pointed out that the
volunteer army is presently in
an experimental stage and
that years from now there
could be another war where a
volunteer army would not be
able to supply all the forces

needed.

“World peace depends on
strength,” stated Haber.

He doubted that if war broke
out years from now young
men would submit to the
army. All they would have to
do is go to Canada or Sweden
and sit out the war.

“] feel that we cannot grant
amnesty to an individual whe
has left his country for a lack
of sincerity, commitment and
love of country,” said Haber.

Attorney Debates Bishop

“Those who left did not . .

. fesl

their country was worthwhile fighting
for. These are the ones asking for am-

nesty.”

Atty. Kannéth Haber

Haber that valuable things
have a high price, but he
asked if our men in jail are not
paying the cost.

“This is a terrible price,”
said Bishop Gumbleton, “It
seems unfair that we must ask
our young people to pay sucha
horrible price for freedom of
Idon't think we

BISHOP GUMBLETON, a
defender of conscientious
objection, pointed out his aim
of speaking on the policy of the
church which he represents,
He said he wishes to proclaim
the Gospel message which he
is ordained to preach and
which at its very core lies
reconciliation and forgive-
ness.

the conclusion that the war is
gravely immoral and then
must submit to the draft. In
this case, the person must
eigher go agalnst his con-
sclence or face jail or exile.

“As Christians, we must
obey a higher authority than
the government. We believe in
the freedom and right of
following our conscience. It is
no easy thing to face jail.

is never just, but at times only
necessary. He said war is
immoral and irrational, and
until we evolve into a higher
form of social development,
war must be fought.

“You can never give it &
moral aroma. You can never
take a decayed piece of life
and flower it up to make it
sweet,” said Haber.

Haber stated that -

i is not an element

“Every day when I
celebrate the ist, I
proclaim that God has granted

forgiveness to men and calls
out to us to forgive and love,”
said the Bishop.

He stated that the country
has been torn apart too long by
much hostility, anger and
violence.

““AU of us must set as a
highe:it priority the effort to be
recorciled with one another
and to forgive one another,”
stressed the bishop.

are paying a heavy
price,” said Bishop Gum-
bleton.

The bishop said that these
‘men are not out to destroy our
country, but rather are paying
a service to it. Forgiveness
should not even be considered
but gratitude expressed to
them for opening our sen-
sitivity to the war.

“We should have the spirit
of reconciliation, peace and
forgiveness by welcoming

in the argument. The value of
freedom of conscience
depends on the price paid for
it. He stressed the importance
of depth of conviction.
Bishop Gumbleton replied
that he was not using the term
“war is justified” the same
way as Haber, and he did not
think that we can wait for any
further evolution of society.
He stated that the weapons
which society now has are

Gumbleton said those who ‘these young people in our very _ dangerous  and
have reached the midst,” luded Bishop He asked the
that the war is immoral should Gumbleton. audience to heed the moral
be ready to forgive con- sensitivity that young people
scientious objectors. Those HABER OFFERED a have taught.

‘who think the war is necessary
have a responsibility to try to
understand the moral position
of those opposing the war and
refusing to fight in it.

“Only when we come to &
mmnciliagion that we can

hope for America to be united
again,” said the bishop.

BISHOP GUMBLETON
continued to stress that a
Christian person may not
participate in a war until he
proves that his participation is
justified.

“'War must be fought wllhln
just means, and it must be
fought for just reasons,” said
the bishop.

He asked the audlence to
consider the great dilemma of
a young person who comes to
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rebuttal emphasizing that war

ARTHUR F. SIPPOLA
of 14444 Melvin, Livonia,
has been promoted to as-
sistant vice president by
Detroit Bank.& Trust. Sip-
pola joined the bank in
1957, was designated

assistant cashier in 1969-

and is a member of the
management staff in De-
troit. A 1957 Michigan
State L

The bishop agreed with
Veteran
Benefits
Explained

Booths to dessiminate in-
formation on educational
benefits and financial aid for
veterans will be set up in local
shopping areas during March
and April.

The Tel-Twelve Mall will
have an information booth on
March 17 open from 3 until 9
p.m. for veterans who want to
find out about benefits or have
specific problems.

During April, booths will be
set up in the Livonia Mall on
April 8 from 3to 9 p.m. and on
April 29 from 11 a.m. until 6
pm.

A booth will be set up on
April |4 from 3 to 9 p.m. in
Westland Center.

The booth is sponsored by
the Veterans Assn. at Eastern

will safeguard freedom of
conscience  unless  our
government shows sensitivity
to these people.”

The bishop then quoted the
late President Kennedy:

“war will exist until the
consecientious objector will
receive the same prestige and
respect as today’s warrior.”

IN A QUESTION-answer
session that followed, Haber
was asked how many of those
resisting induction were
prosecuted and how are they
selected. Haber replied that
he did not know, but they are
selected by reviewing the
draft files.

Terry Jolly, assistant U.S.
attorney and  Haber’s
colleague, added that the less
education a person has, the
more likely he is to go into the
service.

The bishop was told that he
gave the impression that all
draft evaders and deserters
are sweet, as if *we are
drafting from the
seminaries,” and it could not
be believed there are 50,000
'moral, Christian people out of
the country seeking amnesty.

*1 don't believe this either,”
replied the bishop, “but we
ought to examine if our young
people today are as immoral
as you suggest. Maybe the
quickest way we can rebuild a
moral America is to be
humiliated, pull out of the war
and start over.”

The bishop suggested that
complete amnesty might be
the best way to rebuild a
moral America.

ANOTHER QUESTION to
the bishop: ‘‘You failed to
mention the 50,000 dead in
Vietnam: Have you gotten
your priorities mixed up?”’

“Anyone who has ex-
perienced a loss,” replied the
bishop, “has suffered. We
must sympathize with them,
but our harsh treatment of
conscientious objectors will
not ease the pain of these.”

Haber was asked if the
country were breaking the law
for fighting the war and if
there is freedom when it is
against the law for a man to
follow his conscience.

“As far as any international
law broken, there is no
universal international

he serves on the Livonia
Traffic Commission.

Michigan which
recently organized to help
fellow veterans.

ive body,” seid Haber.
He continued by pointing out
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“If you feel something is
immoral,” said Haber, “then
you should petition to change
that law, but if everyone had
moral sanction to break any
law they thought immoral,
then we would live in fear.”

“I think we want to uphold
the premise that laws on the
books are to be upheld,”
added Bishop Gumbleton.

“But if so, many of our best
peop\e are reachmg the
that

JACKSON LANDSCAPING NURSERY
OUR BUSINESS IS
LANDSCAPING and LAWN SPRAYING

SEE US AT THE WESTLAND GARDEN SHOW

WESTLAND SHOPPING CENTER
WAYNE ROAD and WARREN
PHONE 464-1505

law is unjust, we should
examine that law im-
mediately.”

‘THE BISHOP was asked to
explain when a moral law
became immoral.

The bishop, using war as an
example, stated that this
would depend on two con-
ditions: (1) When immoral
and unjust means are used to
perpetrate the war; and (2)
when the good hoped to be
achieved is outweighed by the
evil.

*“It is on this premise that
the American bishops have
reached the conclusion that
this war is immoral,” con-
cluded Bishop Gumbleton,
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Trumbull So. of Mickigan Ave.

Call BURU'S for oppoirtment — $45-31T1

Opra T AM. 1o ??.

Guarantesd fit for ladi
mat

i nd Showroes in B 1]
715 & Adams — Adams 8¢, lrn‘r'lhlh
Open Dally and Sat, 134
Charge it} §A2.8302
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Regular low price, 77¢
SPECIAL

HUDSON'S NORTHLAND AND
WESTLAND DRUG STORES
WEEK END SPECIALS

Sorry, no phone or mall orders.
Hudson's reserves the right to limit quantitles.

Pepto Bismol, 24 tablets.

Stridex Medicated Pads, 75.

Regular low price, 1.21
SPECIAL 9 9e

blades. Reg. low price,
1.69. SPECIAL

1.94. SPECI.

. Regular low price, 1.01
SPECIAL .....

Schick Plus Platinum injector,

Clairol Loving Care foam in hair-
coloring. Reg. low price,

Arrid extra-dry deodorant, 9 02.
spray. Regular and unscented.

B hudson's drug stores

15

1.39

Kotex sanitary napkins. 40 regular

or super. Reg. low price, 1 01
.

1.31. SPECIAL

White Rain hairspray. 13 oz. regu-
lar, unscented or hard-to-hold.

Regular low price, 1.09
SPECIAL N 93°

Head & Shoulders lotion shampoo

6.5 0z. Reg. low price,
1.04. SPECIAL

89¢

.89¢




