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Farmington Clan Braids Religi

Palms For The Cardinal

Palms for the cardinal on
Palm Sunday are a tradition
for' Farmington's Frederick
Wenson family.

A tradition that the Wenson
cldn intends to keep going a
long time.

Their paims are not the
ordinary strips of green
associated with the age - old
rites of Palm Sunday.

Each is a compiete branch,
with most of the leaves in-
tricately braided into rosettes
and flowerets to make it a
thing of beauty.

THE DAY BEFORE each
Palm Sunday, Wenson
delivers two freshly braided
palms to the Cathedral of the
Bléssed Sacrament in Detroit
for' Cardinal John Dearden
and one of the bishops to carry
in the walk that begins the
celebration of Holy Week.

“We make them only for the
cardinal,” said Wenson. who
learned the craft from his
mother and is passing it on to
his- six children. *“The only
other person 1 would consider
miaking one for is the pope,
and this it would have to be as
a gift from the cardinal.”

The story of the beautifully -
braided palms goes back more
than half a century to the days
when Wenson's mother, the
late Mrs. Katherine Wenson,
was a small girl in one of
Detroit’s Catholic schools.

“The nuns had taught her
class some elementary
methods of braiding palms, I
guess as a means of putting to
use the palm leaves all
Catholic children receive on
Palm Sunday,” her son said.

SHE KEPT WORKING at
the craft, and as she grew up
her creations became more
intricate, he added. When she
married and had children in
Catholic schools, there were
more palms to braid.

By the time § was in eighth
grade," Wenson remembers,
“We were living in the Blessed
Sacrament parish and my
mother used to send braided
palms back to the school. My
teacher, Sister Ludmilla, was
in.charge of decorating the
altgr and asked if my mother
would consider making some
of her braided palms for the
occasion. Mother said she
would be honored.”

The whole family pitched in
to work on two large palms
and several smaller ones,
Wenson said. Cardinal Ed-
ward Mooney carried them in
the Palm Sunday procession,
and from then on the Wenson
palms were an annual part of
Palm Sunday at Blessed
Sacrament Cathedral.

After Cardinal Mooney’s
death the palms still were
gratefully received by his
successor, Archbishop
Dearden, later to become the
second cardinal to head the
Detroit archdiocese.
Frederick Wenson and his
sister worked with their

Jesus
was a
way-shower.

. Come to this
Christian Science Lecture
“CHRISTIANITY
1S FOR TODAY”
by Howard H.frwin
a Chiistian Science
praciitioner

300P M
Saturday. Apit 1.1972
O EdwinJ. Oleary
Pertorming Arts Center,
6500 Middlebelt Road

COr Oy

FREDERICK WENSON of Farmington holds up a plain palm branch
and one of the ones he will take to Cardinal John Dearden for Palm Sun-

day. (Evert photo}

parents on the project each
year.

He got away from palm -
braiding after he went into the
service, but started helping
his mother again after she
began being troubled with
arthritis. Since her death
three years ago he and his
family, who attend Mass at
Our Lady of Sorrows, have
been the paim braiders.

WENSON PICKS UP his
palm branches a week before

Palm Sunday. This year he
and the family did most of the
work in two or three days — he
took a couple of days ofl from
his manufacturer’s
representative job.

“We now make about 16
different kinds of roses and
other flowers,” he said, “and
we keep developing new
ones."

The finished palms must be one

kept damp until they are
delivered to the cathedral.
**We just fill the bathtub and

stick them in," Wenson said,
“and take showers the week
before Palm Sunday.”

Besides the makings for the
cardinal's palms, Wenson
always brings home leaves to
make a special palm for his
wife and others for home use ~
and some to practice on.

*& lot of traditions are lost,
but we want to maintain this
" Wenson said. “As long
as our family goes on, we'll
keep braiding palms for the
cardinal.”

Historian To Speak In Livonia

Dr. Paul L. Maier, professor
of history and campus
chaplain at Western Michigan
University, Kalamazoo, will
give two lectures on
“‘Backgrounds  of the
Crucifixion" on Palm Sunday.

Hewill speak at 6 and 7 p.m.
in Livonia Baptist Church,
32040 Schooleraft, March 26.

Dr. Maier’s first historical
novel, “Pontius Pilate,” a
fresh view of the politics
behind the Good Friday event,
was published by Doubleday
and Co. in 1968.

His latest book is
documentary on the Nati
entitled “'First Christma:
The True and Unfamiliar
Story." It was published fast
fallt by Harper and Row.

a

The Inter - Faith Players
will present an original Easter
play, written by Mrs. Lafern
Porter of Westland, Palm
Sunday, March 26.

‘The play, entitled “Come
Walk With Me,” will be
presented at 4 and 7 p.m., in
St. Mark's Presbyterian
Church, 26701 Joy Road,
(between Beech Daly and
Inkster Roads), Dearborn
Heights.

Following
formances,

both per-
refreshments,

DR. PAUL L. MAIER

He has also written a book
on the life of his father, the

Inter-Faith Players
To Present Drama -

prepared by the women of the

church, will be served. Mrs.
Arleen Gabler is in charge of
this.

The life - sized papier -
mache donkey, which was
created for the last Christmas
play performed by the group,
will make a return
engagement, this time as the
donkey Jesus rode into the city
of Jerusalem.

Charles Beaumont is
director of the production and
Dorothy Tait and Doug Porter
are the assistant directors.

In the cast are Bruce
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Rev. Truman Dollar

Lesson: Acts 17: 22-34

FREE BUS TRANSPORTATION

TO SUNDAY SCHOOL
Call 265-3337

WKBD Channel 50
Sundays 8:30-9 a.;0,

‘Wayne
Penny Bertram, Becky
Bostick, Nancy Brennan,
Caroline Burke, Mary Ellen
Dosenbach, Barbara Enright,
Daryl Enright, Helen Ep-
skamp and Jill Ferguson.
Also Margaret Fricker,
Pam Franckowiak, Mark
Freuchtel, Glenn Frazier,
Diane Goodrich, Donna
Goodrich, Jackie Hart, Amy
Hodgson, Rita Hoeft, Lynn
Krunn, Russell Lee, Bob
Martyn, Janet Muma, Nancy
Muma, George Panzeff,
Deanna Porter, Elizabeth
Ramsey, Keith Ramsey, Anne
Skarr, Greg Vosgerchian and
Jack Woodward.
Mr. and Mrs. John Porter
are the sponsars.

late Dr. Walter A. Maier,
founding speaker of the’
“Lutheran Hour.” Tts title is
“A Man Spoke, A World
Listened.” His first book,
published in 1959, was about a
contemporary of Luther,
“Caspar Schwenckfeld."

He attended Harvard
University, Cambridge,
Mass., and Concordia

Seminary, St. Louis, Mo. He
was awarded a Fulbright
Fellowship and studied for two
years at the University of
Heidelberg, Germany, and the
University of Basel, Swit-
zerland. He received his
doctor of philosophy degree
summa cum laude in October
1957. Amaong his teachers were
the famed scholars Karl Barth
and Oscar Cullmann.

His specialty is ancient
iuslory and the Reformation

¢Chaplains’
Minister Will
Be Speaker

‘The Rev. Kenneth J. Weber,
minister of the Memorial
Congregation of the Four
Chaplains, Detroit, will be the
speaker at the final meeting of
the community all-faith lenten
series March 29, in North
Congregational Church, 26275
Northwestern Highway,
Southfield.

Rev. Weber is executive
direclor of We Care Inc., a
work with convicts, ex-
convicts and their families. He
is also founder of the
Memorial Congregation, an
unusual inner city ministry
whose members come from
various denominations.

Rev. Weber will speak from
12:10 until 12:30 p.m. A
cafeteria - lunch is available
before his talk.

The speaker for Good
Friday setvices at the church
will be the Rev. Philip Gentile,
minister emeritus of Com-
munity Congregational
Church, Lathrup Vxllage, and
minister of the aging at
Central Methodist Church,
Detroit.

Rev. Lester Kmsolvmg

s

ion Update

A new highlight (or
lowlight) in the tiresome
crescendo of irresponsible
church - beating was issued
recently by staffers of a new
section of the National Council
of Churches (NCC), called the
Corporate  Information
Center.

Ten major denominations —~
as well as the NCC itself -
were publicly charged with
complicity in the
“lrresponsm]e, immoral and
socially injurious acts” of 29
major U.S. corporations.

The reason for this bitter
excoriation: these 29 cor-
porations all have contracts
with the U.S. Department of

Defense, and the
denominations hold steck in
the corporations.

IN POINT OF FACT.
however, only seven of these
corporations have more than
one - fifth of their sales in
military contracts ~ and of
these, only Lockheed (71 per
cent) and United Aircraft (37
per cent) have more than a
quarter of their sales to the
military.

Moreover. only  the
Disciples of Christ (41 per
cent) has more than 14 per
cent of its stock portfolio in-
vested in such firms. Yet this
denomination, as well as

others such as the
Preshyterians. the
Methodists, the

Episcopalians, the United
Church of Christ. the Church
of The Brethren and the
Unitarian - Universalists,

stand accused of ‘‘im-
morality” by these NCC
staffers.

The suggestion that these
denominations are therefore
guilty of hypocritical, money -
grubbing war - mongering by
their investment in a
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collection of Krupps is
evidence of the boundless
make - work enterprises of
some of those who have
managed to infiltrate the staff
of the NCC.

THE REV. Carroll Simcox,
editor of The Living Church
magazine, gives these staffers
the benefit of the doubt in
observing editorially:

“The authors of this report
believe that any firm that
manufactures military goods
should be blacklisted, on the
principle that such production
is immoral in itself. Their
premise is that of absolute
pacifism, which condemns the
very concept of a national
defense system based on
military strength.”

THESE  CORPORATION
informationers of the NCC are
apparently-bent upon a wide -
scale harassment of the
corporations of their choice ~
with the apparent approval of
the General Assembly of the
NCC. For dzspx(e a continuing
downtrend in denominational
support of the NCC, there is
apparently enough money to
fund their new periodical,
“The Corporate Examiner.”

And in further support of
these ecclesiastical in-
vestment sleuths, Dr. William
P. Thompson, stated clerk of
the Presbyterian Church USA.

to “rush to sell their stocks.
for that obviously negates
their opportunity to address
management.”

IT WOULD BE interesting,
however, if some intrepid
corporation officer were to
turn the tables on these
confrontationists by ad-
dressing them in return.

He might, for openers, ask
these NCC stalfers whether
the NCC would be willing to
call upon all its 33 member
denominations to require their
local churches to refuse any
financial support from any
church member who either
works for or invests in any of
these 29 “war - mongering”
corporations.

If it were replied that this
would be impractical (given
loca) churches’ un-
derstandable aversion to
bankruptcy), he might ask
why these pacifist purists
have not then demanded that
the NCC refuse financial
suppert from any
denomination which refuses to
do so.

And as a final grabber, he
might ask how many of these
sacerdotal Nader - Raiders
have turned in that portion of
their NCC salaries equivalent
to what they have exposed as
church income from alleged
war i i

advised th not

Holy Week

Holy Week services will be
held March 29 through April 2
in the Forest Hills Missionary
Church, 30623 W. 12 Mile,
Farmington.

The Rev. Mark Burgess of
Elkhart, Ind., will be the guest
speaker. Special music will be
by the Overholt Family from
Battle Creek. The group has
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Services Set

composed many well - known
gospel songs, mcludmg ““Ten
Thousand Angels.”

Services will begin at 7 each
evening and at
7 p.m., Easter Sunday
Nursery care will be provided.
‘The Rev. Harold C. Beigle is
the pastor of the church.

The
Episcopal
Church
welcomes
you

REV. MATTHEWS

Church
To Hold

Crusade

‘The Rev. Elwood Matthews
of Cleveland, Tenn., will be
evangelist for a Crusade for
Christ to be conducted from
March 25 to 31 in the O'Leary
Performing Arts Center, 6500
Middle Belt, Garden City.

Services are planned each
evening at 7:30 p.m. Spon-
soring the crusade are 18
Detroit - area churches of the
Church of God of Prophecy
denomination. The Rev.
Bennie Hart is coordinater.

A denomination spokesman
said gatherings of about 1,000
persons are expected each
evening. Special youth ser-
vices are planned Thursday
and Friday, March 30 and 31.

Rev. Matthews is director of

evangelism for the Church of
God of Prophecy. He also has
served as evangelist, pastor
and international youth
director.
His wife, Roberta, will be
soloist. She has accompanied
him on two world tours, in-
cluding stops in Vietnam, and
her work is known on Majestic
and Mark V. records.
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