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County Redistricting

Distresses Township

FARMINGTON

The Farmington area will
gain parts of three Oakland
Gounty commissioners under

missioners which would
require separate polling lines
{and more voting machines)
for those precincts affected.

plan ap-
p'oved by the county board.
- Now served by two com-
missioners, Delos Hamlin and
Christian  Powell, the
redistricting plan provides for
five county commission
districts in the Farmington
area,

2Qnly one of the districts,
however, is located almost
entirely in Farmington, and
that is District 20, which has
just a cormer of Southfield
included.

- District 20 includes all of the
City of Farmington; the
southern portion of the
towaship east of the city: two
small township strips which
the city had asked to be an-
fexed on the west side of
Farmington Rd. and the strip
glnng 1-96.

+ The city will be able to keep
s precincts intact, but the
township must redivide its
precincts to match the new
county districts.

. AS THINGS now stand,
township voters in some
precincts will be voting for
different county com-

p Clerk Floyd
Cairns is presently drawing up
new precinct borders to make
precincts compatible with
county commission districts.
He hopes to finish this task
and get board approval before
the August primary.

The other county districts in
the Farmington area are:

DISTRICT 23 which in-
cludes the western portion of
the township and goes west to
include Novi, Walled Lake,
‘Wolverine Lake, Wixom and a
strip of the city of Northville.

DISTRICT 22 includes the
north central part of the
township (approximately
between Orchard Lake and
Drake extended), part of West
Bloomfield Township and part
of Commerce Township.

DISTRICT 21 takes in the
northeast section of the
township, including Wood
Creek Farms Village, and
goes east and north to include
Franklin, part of Bingham
Farms, and part of Bloom-
field.

DISTRICT 19 takes in the
middle section of the town-
ship, including Quakertown
Village, and extends east to

include much of the City of
Southfield.

Township trustees have
expressed distress with the
new districts, feeling the
borders could have been more
evenly drawn. Some
Republicans on the board
described the redistricting as
“gerrymandering,” the same
accusations being made by
county Democrats.

The plan, drawn by county
the

Pernick claims the GOP
plan dilutes Southfield's
Democrauc strength by
dividing it among districts in
Republican- dominated
Farmington and Bloomfield
areas.

UNDER THE old plan,

mlin’s district was that
part of Farmington south of 11
Mile, and Powell's district
north of 11 Mile ran up inte
West Bloomfield. Powell is a

West field resident.

size of the county board from
27 to 31 seats and is expected
to give the Republicans a 3-2
advantage in the fall election.

Democrats, who now hold a
16-11 majority on the board,
feel the new plan will give the
GOP 20 seats and Democrats
1.

THE REDISTRICTING has
been officially adopted, but a
lawsuit has been filed in the
State Court of Appeals
challenging the plan.

Lawrence Pernick (D-
Southfield), county board
chairman, said the
Democratic plan varied
population ameng districts by
only 11 persons while the GOP
plan proposed by County
‘Treasurer Hugh Dohany, and
finally adopted, variss
population by 110 persons.
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A BLUEBIRD HOUSE should have a five-
by-five-inch floor, with a depth of eight inches.
The entrance should be from two to six inches
above the floor. and the diameter 1% inches --
about the size of a quarter. A bluebird house is
better if it has a perch. If the wood is painted. it
makes a smooth surface,
bird to obtain a footing. A bluebird will build in
a swinging house, which an English sparrow
T does not like. This eliminates one of the biggest
problems -- theft of the house by sparrows.
Proper ventilation can be obtained at the roof
line and screws and hinges on the floor board
supply the cleaning outlet.
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Although the Farmington
area could, in theory, be
represented by three more
commissioners, there is the
chance that only in District 20
could a Farmington resident
be elected.

In the other four districts, it
can be anticipated that
commissioners elected will be
residents of Southfield,
Bloomfield, West Bloomfield
and Novi.

But there will be five county
seats up for grabs for Far-
mington residents interested
in serving on the county
board. With Hamlin retiring
from the board, plus the
redistricting, the county
commissioners’ race could
draw a number of candidates
in August.

Cairns Keeping In Shape

Continued from Page 1A

when you ride in a car,” said
Cairns.

CAIRNS finds his bike
riding limited only by the
weather and his efforts to keep
inshape for all the elections in
the township.

Michigan’s cold winters
prevent Cairns and his wife
from keeping up with their
sport year ’round, but Cairns
still makes a effort to-keep in
shape by walking several
times a week around shopping
centers.

Recently Cairns went to
Universal City and walked
around the shopping center for
about 2!z miles worth of
exercise.

Cairns expects that ‘“soon
T'll be at it again.” However,
he may not do as much biking
this year as he would like to
do.

AT LEAST three govern-
ment and two school elections
will keep him and his four-
member staff busy shaping up
the clerk’s office records.

“The main problem is to
register people and get the
books set up,” said Cairns
while explaining that the
township will operate the May
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A WREN HOUSE floor should be four-by-
four inches, with a depth of six to eight inches
and an entrance diameter of one inch. This
makes a house large enough for a wren but too
smali for a sparrow. A perch may be used if the
builder wishes, but if it is usurped by sparrows
who keep the wrens away it is better to remove
it. The house may be hung in a tree or placed
six to 10 feet above the ground on trellises or
shrub borders. Make certain the entrance is well
above floor level so baby birds will not fall out.
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16 primary and cityhood
election, the August primary
and the November
presidential election.

In addition, Farmington
‘Township may have a charter
election this year if cityhood is
approved in the primary.
Other elections which Cairns’
office will help with are the
two school elections this year.

Cairns' staff will register
residents for the school
elections, although the school
district actually runs its own
elections.

Keeping in shape for the
other elections includes
establishing 52 voting
machines in 18 precincts,
mailing and processing ab-
sentee ballots, and setting up
counting boards in the
township hall for the August
and November elections.

That’s all in addition to such
pre - election chores as
establishing a master file and
holding  registration, which
often begins at least six weeks
before the election.

ELECTION DAY begins for
Cairns at 6 a.m., a time when
most people are just getting
up. Election day doesn’t
conclude until 2 to 4 a.m. the
following morning, long after

most people have ended their
da;

Y.

Problems on voting day
revolve around jammed
machines, improper elec-
tioneering and general
questions. “The primary is
harder than a general, elec-
tion,” said Cairns. “People
don't realize they can't cross
party lines. That can jam the
machines. .

*“That’s our  biggest
problem. but it's not crucial,”
Cairns added. Other problems
include keeping electioneers
100 feet away from polling
places and surveying all 18
precincts which Deputy Clerk
Gladys Thomas assists Cairns
in doing.

Besides Cairns’ regular
office staff, election night
calls for the addition of two
extra persons to handle the
switchboard and check
returns.

Two sets of returns are
tabulated with cross checks
made to guard against errors.
‘When all the returns are in,
Cairns then personally
delivers them to the county
offices in Pontiac.

The next day it's work as
usual for Cairns. “We just
breathe a sigh of relief and
start getting rearly for the
next election.”

The Math Lab

Gets Personal

FARMINGTON

A modern concept of in-
dividualized math tutoring is
being used in the classroom
for some students at Far-
mington Junior High School.
Dubbed “The Math Lab” by
John Ritz, math teacher at the
school, it stresses in-
and

give his seventh graders a
better understanding of the
old stand-by trouble maker -
fractions.

Students are given daily
goals which they acheive by
working at a pace set by
themselves. This gives the
teacher a chance to work

provides an opportunity for
more experimentation and
flexibility of thought.

Ritz is using the technique to

Prisk Speaks
At Kenwood

FARMINGTON

William Prisk, business
manager of Farmington
Public Schools, will speak on
the April 24 mmage election
and answer questiors at the
April 18 meeting of Kenbrook
Elementary PTA.

The meeting, which begins
at 7:30 p.m. in the school, will
also feature clection of of-
ficers and a special choral
reading of *‘My Country 'Tis of
Thee" by one of the sixth
grade reading groups under
the leadership of David Wert,
a student teacher at Ken-
brook.

Refreshments will be served
after the meeting in the school
cafeteria.

idually on any problem a
student may be having.

Ritz gets the majority of the
class involved in a particular
area of study. He then gives
them study-aids which do not
require his assistance so he
can concentrate on problems
the other students are having.

Also built into the math lab
are many hidden controls
which help the student keep a
steady pace. Ritz uses student
group-aids whe act as helpers,
and “runners" who find out
for the teacher when a student
needs help.

He also keeps the class
active in gemes and ex-
periments which help rein-
force the concepts whi¢h have
been covered in theory.

Ritz invites anyone to come
and see his classroom setting.
Although he feels that this
concept is not new to
mathematics classrooms, it is
one of the innovations of the
present which will thrive in
the future.

TESYING precedes

of

the ﬁmmg of a series
to Bank of

the Ci

‘s new “'P 1

Person™

program inaugurated to answer telephone ques-
tions on money and banking. listen to sugges-
tions and handle complaints. Being fiimed is
William Hayes, a Farmington resident and vice
- president of the bank’s commercial banking di-
vision.

PAUL KOPASZ and

stand by “Elmer the Ecology Robot”

Ken McMullen (right)
built by

third and fourth grade students of Mrs. Shirley
Northrop at Flanders Elementary School.

Ecology Robot

FARMINGTON

“Elmer the Ecology Robot™
has a message for all
Americans.

Elmer is arobot constructed
by third and fourth grade
students of Mrs. Shirley
Northrop at  Flanders
Elementary School of Far-
mington Schools.

Elmer, wired for sound,
asked visitors to the school” s
“Super Science Spectacle” o
March 9 to aid in the drive lor

Speaks To All ‘

a cleaner, less was!eful
America.

To add further emphasis m
the theme, the pupils
presented an ecology village
showing what overpopulatich
and lack of planning can do to
a suburban landscape. .

The children also prepared
flyers with original cartooh
drawings combined with
newspaper information
collected to give parents and
children attending the March
9 fair.



