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Why Consumer Attitude
Took A Recent Upswmg

ANNARBOR

&ﬂzstanual impravemmt in
comsumer expectations has
been recorded during the last
few months, representing a
sgnificant break from the
Gepressed attitudes of the last
couple of years,

So says the latest survey of
consumer attitudes conducted
by the Survey Research
Center (SRC) of the

points above the recession low
of 75.4 reached in- 1970
(February 1966-100).

SRC ECONOMISTS
George Katona and Jay Sch-
miedeskamp note that in
February 1969 the index stood
at 95.1, much higher than at
present. More than 60 per cent
of the decline in the index

during 1968 and early 1970 has -

s
Institute Ior Socin! Research.

The broadly - based upturn,
most pronounced among
middle - income families, was
recorded in reinterviews with
a nationwide sample of mare
than 1,400 respondents in late
February.

The index of

now been red, they say.

The quarterly surveys,
conducted regularly since
1951, determine attitudes in
three  areas:  general
economic trends, personal
financial ~situation and
evaluation of supply con-
ditions and prices.

mman.ly to gwd news abwt
economic trends and growing
awareness of a recovery in the
economy, as well as to a
reduction in the frequency of
bad .news heard, the U-M
economists note.

In the second major area of
study, attitudes toward the
trend of the personal financial
situation, there was. little
change during the last three
months, the economist repart.
Compared to the 1965-69
period, personal financial
expectations now are more
depressed than general

i ions, This is

growth in spending
was indicated for the first few
months of 1972."

THE U-M ECONOMISTS
say that attitudes toward
pice and wage controls did
not change much during the

last few months, insofaras the

‘majority of these with definite
opinions continued to believe
that the controls would not be
successful.

In February 1972 the over-
whelming majority of re-
spondents said that prices in
general had risen since
controls were introduced.

attributed to expectations
about inflation and to a lesser
of reported income

sentiment now stands at 87.5,
which is more than five points
above the fourth quarter of
ml (82.2) and more than 12

The U-M report
substantial improvement in
consumer expectations about
business conditions and
wnemployment. Many people
believe that some {m-
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in the economy has
already occurred, while many
others point to the presidential
election as a reason why 1972
will be a good year.

More than one - half of
respondents  thought in
February that business
conditions in the country will
be good during the next 12
months, as against less than 40
per cent in November.

THE PRESENT uptum in
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gains.

‘The third area, evaluation of
supply conditions and prices,
exhibited in 1971 a substantial
improvement in the propor-
tion saying that *“this is a good
time" to buy a car or other
durables. During the last few
months the favorable opinions
were sustained, but there was
little farther gain.

Katona and Sch-
miedeskamp suggest that
price and wage controls in-
troduced in August 1971 had a
temporary favorable impact
on willingness to buy cars and
other large durables:

“Many consumers believed
that price increases had been
prevented and that good buys
were therefore available.
However, the contrals did not
have a favorable impact on
attitudes and expectations
concerning either the personal
financial situation or the
outlook for business con-
ditions.

“Uncertainties regarding
the consequences of controls

about the course
of prices during the next year,
and the next five years,
showed only a little im-
provement compared to a
year ago.

Katona and Sch-
miedeskamp note that while
inflationary  expectations
continue to put a break on the

improvement of consumer

sentiment, with respect to
willingness to buy cars and
other durables, these attitudes
have. some favorable im-
plications as well. Many
respondents say that now is a
good time to buy, before
prices go up.

Demand for one - family
homes will continue to be
stimulated by more favarable
attitudes toward buying
conditions, the U-M report
states. At present, 49 per cent
of respondents say it is a good
time to buy.

OPINIONS ABOUT ex-
pected business trends during
the next five years improved
somewhat during the last
three months, but were still
greatly depr&ed compared

JACOB SMITH, owner
of French's Flowers and

Gifts, Inc., Livonia, has
been appointed floral su-
penntendent for the 1972
M State  Fair.
is also on the board
of directors of the Allied
Florists Association of
Detroit. He will be in
charge of floral displays
and coordinate classes of
competition at the upcom-
ing fair.

Regulate Drug
Paraphenalia
—McDonald

WASHINGTON
A bill to regulate the sale of
needles and syringes to curtail
narcotics problems was co-
sponsored by U.S. Rep. Jack
McDonald  (R-Farmington).
‘The bill would regulate sale
of drug paraphenalia by
registering  manufacturers,
importers, wholesalers and
non-pharmacy dealers with
the altorney general.
it also would prevent in-
terstate transfer of needles
and syringes by those who do
not have a prescription,
medical certificate or other
lawful purpose in possessing
or using them

Youths ‘Squeezed’
--So They Rebel

By TIM RICHARD

The education system is
geared .to competition,

A of young
peaple mny be rebellmg
because they feel “used by
their parents. . .squeezed,
pressured and pushed.”
And parents have raised

" youngsters ‘‘who have had

three trips around the world
snd you've never been out of

ratings, lectures,
the academics, she finds, even
though the competition is
unfair, lectures are a poor
way to teach, and many
youngsters have talents other
than the academic.

A SENSE of alienation —

E‘Aﬂxer L. Middlewood.

Miss Middlewood, retired as
chief of the educaﬁun section
of the State Dept. of Mental
Health, drew on recollections
of her own you\.h in World War
Tat School

~ a loss of self -
worth: these are the results of
parental pressure and failure.

In the hippie culture, Miss
Middlewood said, girls
frequently have a low level of
iel( - quh. They are neither

‘when she spoke last week on
“Youth  Cuiture.”” The
audience was the first
‘Thursday series of St. Gerald
Catholic parish in Far-
mington.

SHE RECALLED students
of her era burning Germany's
Kaiser Withelm in effigy, the
same way students protest
Pentagon policies today;
being agnostic; “talking about
free love”; a “vagabond
youth, riding the rails'; a
generation of ‘‘discouraged
youth, frightened youth."”

A lot of the disenchanted
youth of that era came back to
society, had children and
“gave them everything. .
.They live through our youth.”

Parents, she said, feel their
young people are ungrateful,

And as parents make [ree
use of pills and cocktails,
young people “get an idea
there's a magic pellet in life,”
Miss Middlewood said. Hence,
drugs.
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onnor
to hippie boys.
She  condemned the
ived ideas of female

girls to feel inferior if they
lack big busts.

Later inlife, the sense of self
- worth becomes related to
money. A woman becomes
disturbed because she doesn’t
produce a paycheck.

Miss Middlewood’s solution:
“The measuring stick has to
come from within. I know a lot
of stupes who make far more
money than I ever made.”

After growing up in Livonia
and attending Farmington
High School, Miss Middlewood
attended the University of
Michigan and was a teacher of
sociology and mental hygiene,
a counselor in the Benton
Harbor School District and a
psychiatric social worker in
before entering

measurements” that cause

state service.
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@ AUTOMATIC AFC
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Now you can enjoy the quality of
pra-recorded 8-Track cartridge enjoy-
100 tape
player. The solid-state circuitry com-
vined with high engineering standards
make this player a strong competitar in

Accurate slide-bar controls combine
with a pushbutton operated cartridge
ejector to make easy operation even
while driving. Put the pleasure back in
the SPRITE 100,

Unequaled Sound!

' DELUXE CARRY CASE

a com-

Instant Sound
Digital Clock

Wake to Music/Sleep to Music/Wake to
. Alarm - Full feature General Time back-
lighted film digital movement - Large %"
high numerals - Quiet digital film move-
ment - Numerals denote alarm time set-
ting, hour, minute, and second - Chromed
sliding lever clock controls - Thumbwheel
. alarm and time set controls - Four-func-
tion lever settings, on, off, auto and alarm
. - Up to 60 minute sleep to music control
- laver - Drowse button - Powerful 3" PM

Precision tuning -

AM/FM switch - FM lead type antenna.

82488

REG. 35.95

11.07

-FM
PORTABLE RADIO

1183

REG. 1495
SAVE $3.07

o
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FEATURES:

Easy Touch Stide Control
Convartible Quad and Stereo
Repeat

Quad AR maiic

®  Fine Tuning
Installs Easily in any 12 Volt Neg-
ative Ground System

Separately

311385

Hardware

®  Quad Amplifier 50 Watts L.P.P.

® Instructions.

INCLUDES AT NO EXTRA COST 4 STEREO SPEAKERS

Your choice of Hang On or Flush Mount

Includes All Wiring. Mounting

9 9 SAVE $13.90

Stereo-to-go. }deal for the patio and
beach, as well as a bedroom or den.

Either stereo or

“mono” sounds great

with this model. It has twice the output

power of most portables. You can enjoy
the superb sound of FM stereo through

o
"

FARMINGTON PLAZA
ASSOCIATE STORE

Open Mon. - Sat. 10 a.m. to 9 p.m.

Sunday Noon to 5 p.m.
ASK ABOUT OUR LAY-AWAY PLA
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PORTABLE

STEREO RADIO

this sets two built-in speakers ...

or with

the stereo headphone that comes with it.
Operates on house current with an AC

adapter included.

For in-home stereo listening, the unit
may be used with external speakers or as

a stereo tuner with a hi-fi system.

AVARABLE ONLY AT

FARMINGTON
PLAZA store

Phone 477-1700
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