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HS Drug
Epidemic?

Not So! IT'S HERE. .. OUR BIGGEST WAREHOUSE SALE OF THE YEAR

ANN ARBOR
Fears of a drug epidemic in -

the nation’s high schools
appear to be exaggerated,
says the University of
Michigan’s Institute for Social
Research (ISR). -
A nationwide study by ISR
researchers asked questions B
about previous drug use of a .
representative sample of 1,600 A
young men in the class of 1969,

one year after they had
graduated from high school.

“Over three-quarters of
these males used no illegal
drugs before leaving high
school,” reports Lloyd
Johnston, director of the study
and author of the forthcoming
book, “Drugs and American
Youth,” being published by
the Institute.

‘THE STUDY, one of the first
nationwide examinations of
drug use among a normal
population of young people,
also revealed that 10 per cent
had used marijuana, but
nothing more serious. while
another 12 per cent had at
least experimented- with a
more serious illegal drug.

Youth attitudes toward
drugs appear more con-
servative than is often
thought, Johnston says.

“Over two-thirds of the
sample said they strongly
disapproved of regular use of
each of the more serious
illegal drugs,” he explains.

‘‘Attitudes about
marijuana, however, were in
sharp contrast to those about
the more serious drugs,
Exactly the same number of
respondents approved of or
felt neutral about the ex-
perimental use of marijuana
as disapproved of it.

“The two most frequently
chosen  answers  were
‘strongly disapprove’ and ‘feel
neutral” which suggests that
this sample of young men is
more polarized on the ethics
of marijuana use than on the
use of any other drug.”
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freshmen was identical (o the
entire national sample.

Furthermore, those in
college used amphetamines,
barbiturates, and heroin less™
often than their peers. The
regular use of alcohol and™
cigarettes was substantially
lower on campus than in any
other sector.
* JOHNSTON REPORTS that,
while ‘use of marijuana and
hatlucinogens was much the
same on campus 8s off, those
in college started out with
Jower rates back in high
school and were therefore
uggtching up” to their peers.
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