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Studded Tires Called
Ruinous To Highways

By W.W.EDGAR

Unless their use on the high-
‘ways is checked, studded tires
could cost the State of
Michigan nearly $250 million
in the next eight years.

‘This doleful news was made
by State Rep. James Tierney
(D-Garden City), chairman of
the House Highway Safety
Committee.

He received such a report
from the engineering division
of the State Highway

Department revealing the
extent of the damage that has
been done on some of the
major expressways.

REP. JAMES TIERNEY (D-Gard

“WE FOUND AREASon the
1-69 freeway at Orchard Lake
Road in Oakland County that
had ruts more than a quarter
of an inch deep.

“To repair these would
require re-surfacing to a depth
of about two inches, and the
cost of such a program would
just bankrupt the Highway
Depariment.”

Rep. Tierney explained that
the federal government now
pays about 90 per cent of the
cost of the highways exclusive
of maintenance.

“If we were to re-surface alt
of our roads, the cost would

use up almost all - if not all -
of our federal grant, and the
highway building program
could be stalled.”

INSPECTION OF 169, a
heavily-traveled freeway,
revealed that metal studs had
broken through the surface
and had dug down through the
stone and gravel and into the
softer sand base ‘in many
instances.

The constant travel in this
area caused them to cut
deeper ruts than in most
areas. The ruts are increasing
in length and becoming much
wider ~ making them a real
menace to the traveler.

“"We used a straight edge,”
Rep. Tierney explained, “and
it really was surprising to see
the extent of the damage done
by the studs.”

According to the engineers
report, studded tires improve
safety only on glaring ice.
They claim that studs ezable a
car to stop quickly under those
icy conditions, but that they
require an extra 20 feet to stop
in snow and rainy conditions.

Some of the real danger, the
report states, comes when the
ruts fill with water, causing
the cars to act like
hydroplanes and become
more difficult to handle.

CUTTING RUTS is not the
only damage done by studs.
The engineers point out that
the studs help to erase lane
markings and remove anti-
skid material.

As chairman of the House
safety committee, Tierney
sponsored a bill that passed
the House last Fall, but has
yet to win Senate approval.

Under terms of this bill,
pneumatic tires equipped with
metal studs may not be used
after May 1, 1972 and not
between Nov. 1, 1972 and May
1, 1973.

“We hope to get Senate
action when the State
i ' he

City)

shows ruts made by studded tires on 1-696 in
Farmington Township are as deep as a quarter.

L

commented, then added:
“And don't forget that we've

had more windshields shat-

tered by stones thrown up
from these ruts than ever
before.”

Meanwhile, usage of
studded tires has declined in
Michigan since last year, says
State Highway Director
Henrik E. Stafseth.

A new MSHD survey shows
the proportion of cars and
small trucks using them has
declined from last winter’s
15.2 per cent to 11.8 per cent
this winter. Some 520,000
vehicles used them.

‘The department speculated
the decline may be partly due
to publicity given Tierney's
bill.

Percentage of users
declined in most southern and
urban counties. Wayne
dropped from 10 to 55 per
cent, Oakland from 121 to
10.9, Washtenaw from 11.7 to
109, and Kent from 21.1 to
169,

Increases were reported in
Ingham, 133 to 154;
Roscommon, 21 to 26; and
Lapeer, 13 to 16. Upper
peninsula county rates often
went beyond 30 per cent.

Madonna
Sets Art
Exhibit

An annual student art
exhibit and a reception will be
held in the art departm
Madonna College,
Schoolcraft at Levan, Livonia,
Sunday, April 16, from 2 to 4

p.m.

Also showing concurrently
will be the senior art exhibit,
work of graduating students.
Works in various media, such
as drawing, oil painting, water
color and acrylics, and
utilizing different styles and
techniques will be displayed.

The exhibit can be viewed
Monday through Wednesday,
April 17-19, frem S am. to §

p.m.and 7to 8 p.m. There is

no admission fee.

THINK . ..

THINK WHITE --

WHITE DECK PANTS

LOW-RISE &
SUPER LOW-RISE
BUTTON OR ZIPPER

ON'T FORGET — WE HAVE A NEW STORE —
8214 MERRIMAN AT ANN ARBOR
TRAIL (IN FARMER JACK CENTER)
COME IN AND SEE US TODAY

AND CHOOSE YOUR
MORE THAN 10,000

"MIRACLE MILE

SHOPPING CENTER

TELEGRAPH & SOUARE LAXE
PONTIAC
333-7973

PANTS FROM

MON. thru SAT. 10 a.

FRONTS

PANTS GALORE IS A PANTS

)

SUPERMARKET

WITH MORE THAN 10,000 PAIRS OF PANTS IN EACH STORE

70 CHOOSE FROM -- EVEN CORDS!

We carry first quality, name brand goods only. We give you a little more than
anyons else -- bacause our volume is so great that we can buy better than
anyone elsa and we pass this along 10 you. "High velume is usually a direct

result of high value at Lowest Prices.”

THERE MUST BE A REASON WHY SO MANY PEOPLE ARE SATIS-

FIED PANTS GALORE CUSTOMERS!
Come In Today to one of our 7 stores and find out why.

HOURS:
-10 p.m.

SUNDAY 11 a.m.-6 p.m,

DEARBORN STORE
4353 SCHAEFER
Just Raeth of Mickigen
584-3730

ROADS

LIVONIA STORE
15379 INXSTER
AT FIVE MILE
5224710

TAYLOR STORE

ORIGINAL PANTS GALORE
2210 S. Telegraph Rd. Tayker

292-3236

GIVES YOU MORE
24° POOL

323900

.THESE FANTASTIC PRICE OFFERS
GOOD APRIL 12-APRIL 16, 9 P.M.

ST
5601 S. TELEGRAPH, 1 Blk. N. of Van Born

Dearborn Heights

KIDDIE RIDES, BALLOONS, LOLLIPOPS
COFFEE WHILE YOU BROWSE

CHECK OUR REFERENCES:
WE ARE SWIMMING POOL
EXPERTS:

CORDUROYS

Pastel Colored - Lightweight
IDEAL for SPRING

DUNE-BUGGY
BRUSHED

DENIMS

Pastel SPRING Colors
LOW-RISE & SUPER LOW-RISE

)

SUPER LOW-RISE

BLUE JEANS

. WARREN STORE

'EAST SIDE 4216 E. 3 MILE RD.
o Rysa R2.
7565330

STERLING HEIGHTS STORE
37058 VAN DYKE
116 Mo R
939-9230

'WESTLAND STORE
8214 MERRIMAN RD.

at AA Trdl
N FARMER JACK CENTER




