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Some Gain, Some Lose
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Under School Aid Plan

An Observer Roundup

Al Observerland school
districts except South Red-
ford and: Southfield will be
rewarded .for- their high
education tax effort under a
bill which' was reported out of
the Senate Appropriations
Committee last week.

Sen. Carl

Pursell (R-

Piymouth) moved that the
bill be reported out for debate
on the Senate floor. Purseil is
the only local senator on the
powerful

s()‘um Redford one of the

richest school distriets in
Michigan, .would lose all its
state aid because of its high
staté lized valuation and

If approved. the bill will
reward districts with ' high
millage levies by assuring
them $38 per pupil per mill
for the first 22 mills levied.
The state will supplement
local revenue.

fow mxllage rate.

The district currently levies
26.1|mills for operations and
2.28 for debt retirement com-
pared to Redford Union's rate
of 45.65 for® operations and
four mills for debt
retirement.

Under the bill, South Red-
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ford’s state aid will drop
from $34 per pupil to nothing
from the state.

Southfield would drop from
$18 to §17 per pupil but in-
dustrial expansion will boost
local revenue from property
taxes. Based on:an average
7.5 per cent increase in SEV,
Southfield’s state and local
aid |per pupil will increase
from $1072 to $1.101 per pupil
or more.

Pursell said that South
Redford officials claim the
dnslru:l 's SEV won't increase
by 7.5 per cent but only by
about three-quarters of one
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i each district.

per {cent. ly, the
district won't gain additional
revenue through increased
local revenue.

Pursell said that a “grand-
father™ clause may be added
to the bill to give South Red-
fordisome state aid next year.
A meeting is being set up
with school officials tc
discuss that possibility. he ad-
ded.

All other districts will ex-
periénee an _increase in state
aid if the bill is approved ir
its current form. »

Pursell said state aid tc
Garden City will increase
next{year from $507 per pupil
to $607 under the bill: Livonia
rrum “$286-to $33: Plymouth
[mm $190 to S211: Redford
Umun from $3% to $485;
Way ne Westland from $412 to
S:Mv Farmington from $313
to SJBO and Clarenceville
[rom $344 1o $424.

Based on a pro]ec(ed @5
per cent increase in SEV for
the bill will
brmg state aid and local fun~
dingto a tolal per pupil rate
in Garden City from $818 to
$925.) Livonia from $932 to
51.00‘2. Plymouth-from $357 to
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Redford Union from
$984 to| $1,069, Wayne-
Westland| from $965 to $1,023
Farmington from $930 to
$1,010 and Clarenceville from
$977 to $1,073.

Also in the bill isaprovision
to reimburse districts for 75
per cent of their student tran-
sportation costs. This will
benefit |all local school
distriets since they have been
reimbursed about 65 per cent
in the past.

Livonia) will be one of the
prime benefactors of an

“academically talented™”
provision in the bill to support
programs for exceptional
students, Pursell said.

A sxmllar provision was
vetoed out of last year’s ap-
propriatidns bill, but Pursell
said he will * guaranlee that
the $150.000 provision will
remain m‘ this bl

$9%0,

The b(ll includes provlsmns .

for the fext two years in-
cluding $39 per pupil per mill
for the. fnrsz 25 mills levied in
197475 and $40 per mill regar-
dless of lTe levy in 1975-76.

Although the bill has been
hailed as| the first to look at
long-range school financing,
Pursell s‘Tid he doesn’t agree.

“Idont view it as a three-
year plan he said. “People
are still Jooking for property
tax relief; despxlc the defeat in
November."

The .tak relief proposal on
the November ballot would
have dropped ‘property taxes
for supporting schools and
relied on the income tax to
provide the funds,

*1 still: support a reduction
of millage to 10.11. 12, or 13
mills.” he said. “If that
passed.}. it would very
drastically change the tax
structure;™

Pursell: said that there is a
possibility the school millage
rate would be set at 13 mills
in the state with the balance
made up{from an income tax
increase,|

“[ thigk from a stability
standpoint it would give us
much more stability in school
financing to have two sources
ofmcume he said.

By keepmg a levy of 13
mills,  the districts would
retain sgme local financing.
he added.

Scho\olcr{zft
Poli‘c»y Changed
On Admissions
o

Schoolcraft  College  wilt
stop giving preferential treat-
ment to in-district students in
compliance with a new state
regulation..

The college’s trustees have
approved a new policy elimi-
nating a former provision
which: said non-residents
will be considered on the
same basis as residents only
when . they qualify for the
curriculum of their choice
and when there remain open-
ings in courses necessary for
the curr‘iculum elected.”

Residents of the college
district |include_those in the
Clarenceville, Plymouth, Li-
vonia, |Garden City and
Northville school districts.

‘————-—— Per Pupil Figures
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% Tolon 35.65 0,775 15,922 3% L35 96k
“oujrh“*e"d 27.83 15,011 37,191 18 17 1,072
s. :RedT ord 26,10 - 6,965 33,102 3l 0 1,228
we; lana 36.60 23,927 15,106 412 503 . 963
grojected overestimated ‘

quarters per cent.

Blngo ADelay
Passes House

LANSING
The |Michigan House of
Represenlaln es has ap-
pro\cd 91-12, a bill sponsored
by Hamld Scott (D-Genesee
Ouunl\) which would move
back the legalization of bingo
from April 1 to June 30 and
permit|raffle ticket drawings
at bingo betting events.
Observerland representa-
tives split 7-1in support. Voi-
ing against the bill was John
Bennett (D-Redford).
Supporting were: Raymnnd

Baker (R-Farmington):
Thomas Brown (D-West-
land);: Robert Geake (R-

Northville1, whose district in-
cludes: part of Livonia: Jo-
seph Forbes 1D-Oak Park),

Incumbents Go

After SC Seats |

An appmmce is one of two
Schooleraft trustees who will
seek lerms on the coltege
board in the June 11 election.

Mrs| Nancie Blatt. of Li-
vonia, who was appointed to
fill the last six months of
Mary Dumas’ term. said she
will seek a six-year term on
the board. Mrs. Dumas had
to vacate the seat in January
after | her election to the
Wayne County Board of Com-
missioners.

Paul Kadish. who was first
elected to the board in 1971,
aiso szud he will seek a six-
year | iterm. Three six-year
terms and one two-year term
will be filled in the election.

Erv Brown of Livonia, who
was appumled to the board
in August of 1971, has said he
won'tiseek election.

Another appointee.. Floyd
Kehrl of Northville, replied

] can't say yet" when asked
if he|would Tun in the June
election. Kehrl joined the
board in January after ap-
pointed to fill former chair-
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THIS CHART indicates how state aid will
increase to local districts if Senate bill 110
passes both houses without major change. Only
Southfield and South Redford would lose under
the! bill, which favors high tax rate districts. State
aid and local revenue figures are based on.an
increase of 7.5 per cent in state equalized valua-
tion. SEV in South Redford wontincrease by -
that amount and could be as little as three-

 hopes

whose district includes east-
em Southfield; William Keith
{D-Garden City1: John Mark-
es (D\\'es\landr and Ray-
mond Smit (R-Ann Arborl.
whose district includes
Plymouth * and. Plymouth
Township. i

Robert Traxler (D-Bay
City), who sponsored the
original bingo bill that’ would
ha\'e legalized bingo on April

1. opposed Scott’s bill. saying
that a raffle would be i
competition with the state
lottery. |

The bill must be passed bx
the State Senate and s:gned
by the governor before be-
coming law. i

man R. Robert: Geake's n»
cancy when Geake was elect-
ed to the State House of Rep
resentatives.

Brown. a former Lnoma
school board member, was
appointed to {ill George Mar-
tin's vacancy after he resign-,
ed too late for the seat to be
filled during a 1971 election.}

1 feel | have spent a good
number of years on the col-
lege board and Livonia
school board. and it's time; |
hung up the pencil.” Brown
said. i

Since he might retire jn
four years. Brown said he'd
like to be “foot loose and
fancy free”” when hisretire-
ment cames. Brown is super-
visor of the product cost sec-
tion in Ford Motor Co.’s au:
tomotive assembly divisio

Mrs. Blatt, ‘a substitute
teacher in Livonia, said she
wants to stay on the board
and see programs, those
in community -services, e_x-
pand.

“I've enjoyed the Fe\x
months ['ve been on the
board.” Mrs. Bla said. ad-
ding that the ,best way to
serve the college is to stay
on the board.

After nearly two years on
the board. Kadish says he
has seen some’ progress and
to continue helping
areas improve, such as the
relationship belween admin-
istrators. faculty members

and students. |
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Thomas L. Harris has been

a funcral director
since 1947. But the
Harris tradition of fine

service at moderate cost

started in 1910
under his father and

grandfather. Tom's education

at \Wheaton College

and \Wayne University

provided his
professional”
qualifications.

However,'he

considers his intensive
apprenticeship in the
family-operated business
“our

more important.

!

professional responsibility,”

Tom Harris says,
what must be done

and doing it with finesse.

"is knowing

\We try torcarry out our duties.

with real concern for the

family's needs.”

Six Harris lbcahons serve
Metropohtan Detroit.

FUNERAL HOMES

GARDEN CITY: Ford Road West of Mertiman

* LIVONIA: Farmington Rd. Notth of 5 Mile
DETROIT: West McNichols at Lauder




