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FARMINGTON HILLS CHARTER

ordinance adopted by the cluctorate through initialory pmcec‘lmp; m:y not be amcndcd
or repealed by Lhe Councll for a period of one (1) year after lhe date of the election at
which it was adopted, and an ordinance repealed by the electorate may not be re-
enacted by Lhe Council for o period of one (1) year aller Lhe date of the clection at
i may-be -adopled:
time by appropriale inilialory or in with the provi-
sions of this Charter if submitied 10 the eledaute by the Counxil on I1s own motion.
Sectlop .10, Prior Yowashlp aad Vilage Leglsiation
All i rules, and of the p of Farmington, and
the zoning ordinances of the Villnges of Wood Creek Farms and Quakeriown, in foroe at
the time this Chaster takes effect, and not inconsistent with the provisions of thls Char-
ter, shall remain In full force and cffect after the adogption of this Charter, and are
herehy declared 1o be recnacied by virlue of and under the powers conferred by this
Charter unti] allered, amended, or repeated by the Gitnel). The zoning ordinances of
1he Township and of the Villages shall npply to those areas formerly under the jurisdic-
tion of the Township and Villuges and 1o which those ordinances specifically pertalned.
AN other rules, and of the p shall apply
throughout the City. .

ARTICLE V . T
GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATION AND
ADMINISTRATIVE DEPARTMENTS

Sectlon 3,01, Admlalstrative Depariments

Section $.07. Department of Special Services -

There may be a Department of Special Services which can be established at the dis-
crelion of the Council. The Director of Specia) Services shall be responsible (or the su-
pervision and of such Cily ions and as may be assigned from

ded, or-repeaked-ol -any — time to-time to the-Department-of Speclal-Servioes by the Council: The ‘Department of =

Speclal Services ahall be responsible for those municipal services designed primarily
toward Lhe advancement of the physica) and inlelledual comfort and wetl-being of the
Inhabitants of the City, cultursl . and the and of
the environment of the City. Wilhin the Department of Special Services there may be
services such as, bul not limited 1o, parks, recreation, library, Council of the Arts, se-
nlor citizen housing, youth services, beautification, ecology and putlic hcnlth
Sectlon 5.08. Interim Lisison

The functions of the Department of Planning and the Depariment ‘of Special Suvtcﬂ
will be the responsibitily of the City Manager un(l these depariments are crented,

ARTICLE VI
GENERAL FINANCE

Seetlon 6.01. Fisesl Year

The fisca) year of the Cily shall begin on the first cisth Aay of July and end on 1he
Whirtieih (30tht day of June of the following year. Such year shall constitute the budget
year of the Cily government.
Scction 6.02. Tudget Procedure
As required by the City Manager, each Ony officer shalt submit lo lhr CitynManager

Al und officeragencierand -instr tey-of-the-City
and theit respective powers and dutles, except as otherwise provided by law or this
Charter, shall be alfocated among and within the following five (%) principal depart-
ments. The Cnu.ncll may create or abalish department divisions, make changes in The

ions among the d or add to, or subtract from the func-
tions nlllx:l\td to any one department, or suspend the aperation of any department or
division thereol when it considers such change necessary for the efficient adminis-
tration of City govcmmtnl
Sectlon 5.02. Dep Directofs: Bemaval, Powers and Duties

Subject to the approval of the Council, the City Manager-shall appoint and may re-
move all department directors, The dcpnrlmcnl directoe shall be the head of his’ msp‘-c
tjve department and shall have direct supervision over all personnel within his depart-
ment. Subject to such gencral rules and regulations as may be estabdlished by the Coun-
il and the City Manager, the department dicector shall appoint and may remove em-
ployees within his depnnmv:nl and be shall assign the dutics and responsibitities of all

1 under his juri P directors shall be appoinied solely on the
basis of and with speclal emphasis upon the spe-
cialized training and background necessary for the proper functioning and adminis-
tration of each particular department.

Sectlon 5.0, Department of Finance

There shall be a Department of Finance, the head of which shall be the Director of
Finance - City Treasurer,

A. With the obfeclive thal the financial Interests of the Cily shall al all times be peo-
tected, the Department of Finance shall be responsible for the keeping of the acrcounts
a.d i il recards, the and of 1axes, special and

, ’
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peoviding that each specially deslgnated purpese shall coasist of a separate ballot qu:-:-_‘
tion staling the nature of such purpose and the amount of ad valorem tax o be ralsed
10 fund such purpose, excepl as provided by law.

1. Hestrictions, Stestriclions on use of funds collected for special purpeses. Where any
speciat tax-tevyshatt be approved by Charter by the “for a°spe-
cially designaled purpase it shall be prohibited to use ihe funds so collected for other
than the designaied purpase. ) .,

C. Procedure, Procedure for proposing Charter amendment for Lax rate limit increase
for cither general purposes or a specisl purpese may be authorized by a majority vote
of the Council, ot shall be called If an iniliatory petition js liled as described in Section
4.03 of Lhis Charter.

Secilon 7.03. Subects of Taxatlon

v N

The subjects of ad valorem taxatloa for municipa) purpascs lhal! be the same as lor

state. county. and school purposes under the general law. Except as otherwise provided
by Ihis Chaster. City taxes shall be levied, collected. 3nd teturned in the manner pro-
vided by state law. The City shall likewise levy, collect and return siale, county snd
school 1axes s provided in Lhe general Jaws of the Slate of Ml:hxgan i
Sectlon 7.04. Tax Dny
Subject tg the exceptlons pravided by and permilied by law, lhl: taxable status of perv:.
sons and property shal) be delecmined as of the thirty-first (31sty day of December ar
such other date a3 may subsequently be provided by faw. which day shall be decmed ~
Tax Day.
- Section 2.05. Time Jor Making Assessment Rolls
‘The Assessor shall make and complete an assessment rol) the City Mj\be manner

an Weed Cslimate of The expenditures for the Bext Tiscal year, Tor The gepariment of
activiies under his direction. The City Manager shall peepare a complele itemized
budgel praposal for the next liscal year and shall subinit it to (he Council not Iater than
s fiest meeling in May.
Section 6.0, Budget Document

-“The budgel document shall present a complele financial plan for the ensuing fiscal
vear. §Ushall include at Jeast the tollawing information:

A Detaited estimates of all anticipaled revenue of the City from sources other than
Laxes and borrowing. with & comparalive statement of Lhe amounts reccived by the Cily

_.from cach nl the same or similac sources for_the last preceding and current fisead

YIS,

1. An estimate of the amount of money o be raised from current and delinquent
taxes which. together with incame frum other sources, will be necessary o mieel the
proposed expenditures and commitments of the City governmuent dueing the ensuing
ALY

¢, Detailed estimates of a1l prapesed tx;nnduluru for each department and office nf

the ity showing the expenditures for corresponding items for the current and last pre-
ceding fiscal year. with reasons for increases and decreases recommiended. as com-
pared with appropriations fordhe current yedr;

2. A statement of the estimaled balance Tor the end of the current lueal year:

¥, S1atements of the tonded and other indebledness of the Cily showing the debt re-
demplion and interest requireawnts. the debt authorized and unissucd. and the amount
to be raised from bond issues: -

F. Funds established for special purposes by a vole of the electorate cither as a spe-

other revenues, the custody and distursement of City funds and money. the contrel over
expenditures and such other powers and dutics as may fe required by ordinance or res-
olulion of the Council. Accounts shall be kept by the Department of Finonce showing
the financlat transactions of all junds and activities of the City in accordance with the
uniform sysiem of accounts prescribed by the statutes and regulallom of the State af

) Mmhixnn Financial reports shall be prepared for cach quartes and for each (iscal year

or more clten as may be required by the City Manager or Council. Subjeci to  the ap-
. praval of the City Manager, the Dircctor of Finance may. perform the dudies of any of- .
tice under his supervision and may consolidate one of more auch- offices under. ooe per-
son, provided the Dircctor of Finance - Cily Treasurer shall not aiso be the Assessor.

- B.-The Assessor shall be-appointed by the Director of Finance - Cily Treasurer. The.
Assessor shail have the powers and dulies Imposed by law on such olﬁccn nnd shull
have such other powers and dutles as the Council may prescribe, '

Section 5.04. Department of Public Salety

‘There shall be a Department of Public Safety, the head of which shall be'the Dicector
of Public Salely.

The Department of Public Safety shall be resporaible for the enforcement of law and
“order, prolectlon, safety and well being of the City. The department shall consist of the
Division of Police, the Division of Fire and the Divisian of Human Rescue.

A. Divislon of Police. There shall be a Division of Police arganlzed of such officers in
ranks and grodes as the Council may determine. The Division of Mollce shall be respon-
slble !or the preservation of the public peace, pr of crime,

r ol iralfic, of rights of person and property and enforce-
ment of the Jaws of the state and the ordinances of the uty and al! rules and regu-
lations made tn accordance therewdth.

B. Division of Fire. There shull be a Division of Fire orgmlud of such rnnks and
grades as the Council may determine. The Division of Fire shall be responsible for the
extinguishment and prevenlion of fire wilhin the Cily. Although It Is the intent of this
Charter that fire protection continue to be provided by the volunteer compavtir:. ibe
Council may, ot Uts cstablish additlonal volunteer ke provi-
sions for a full time fire division, or a combinatign of volunteer and full time pcmnncl

C. Division of Human ftescue. There shall be o Division of Human Rescue, respon-
sible for the preservatlon of life in emergency silualions or natural calastrophies.

‘Sectlon 5.05. Department of Public Services

There shall be a Department of Public Services the head of which shall be the Dirve-
tor of Public Services,

The Department of Public Services shall be n:mlhlc ror ﬂv.m- munlcipal services
necessary to protect and maintain the physical propertics of the City, to prolect and
maintnin the environment of the City and the health, safely and general welfare of its
inhabilants and to provide neccasary public utilities. The Department shall consist-al
the Division of Pubtic Works, Lhe Division of Zoning and Buildmg lrupcclor: ond auch

" olber Divisions as mby be duihiorized by the Cauncil.

A. Division af Public Warks. The Division al Public Workd shill be_responsible far. the.

. !ollowlnu functlons:

1. All enginecring work of the cily.
2. The ypsanning, surveying, construciion, teconstruction, ul&ﬂnx. paving, re-
pairing, malntaining, cleaning, lighting and impection of highways. sidewalks
3 " and curbs.
3. The operation and malntenance of public sanitary sewerape system, sewage
disposal, storm water dr:lns nnd nlau pdval.e suzrm w:ttr dralm under con-.
“tractual arrangement. .
4. The operation and maintenance ol public waler aysterns :md prlvlu: waler
syslems under contractual armﬂgemcnl.
5. The prcscrv-uun care and removal of trees and shrubs within highwny
rights of way or public places.
8. Collection nnd disposal of garbage, rubbish and trash os required.
7. of City owned buildi property and public places. .
The division shall have such ciher powers and duties as the Council may prescribe.

B. Division of Zonlng and Building Inspection. The Divislon of Zoning and Buitding
Inspecilon ahall be responsible for the enforcement of the Zoning and Rullding Codes of
Lhe City. the housing code and environmenlal health and safefy ordinances and ordi-
nances p for the reg -and of ‘This division shall
have such othet duties a3 may be prescribed by the Councll. .

Sectlon 5.08. Department of Panaing
There_may.be.a_Department of Planaing which can be nlnhllshed at_the discretion of

i or as an ad valorem 1ax shown separately in the budget (locumcm both
as to expenditure and as to source of revenue: and

€. Such other supporting schedules as the Council may deem necessary'.
Sectiop 6.0). Budget 1learing

A copy of the hudgel proposat shall be on file and available tn the public during office
fours in the office of e City Clerk (ar a period of not less than sne 411 week prior to
the pubiic hearing on the adoplion of Ihe budget by the Caunci). Nolice Ihat the pro-
peoedd budget is an file withs the City Clerk and notice of the time and place of the publie
—henring thereon shall.be published by the City Clerk according to law. in a newspaper
of. generad girculimion in the City: pm\ldod hnuevcr. lhnl f1|l|m~ o una_mch notice
shall ot invalidate e adoplion ol I
belore the first meeling of the Council in June:
Sectlon 6.05. Adaption of Budgel

Alter the public hearing and not’ later than the first meeling in June. the Council )

shall, by resolution, adopt the hudget for the next fiscal year and shall in such resolu-
tios make an nppropriation of the money needed for municipal purposes during the cn-
suing fiscal year of the City and pravide for a Jevy of the amounl necessary to be raised
by taxes upon resl and personal property for munieipal purposes, which tevy shall not
exceed the staled Charter tax rate limit.
Secilon 6.06. Changes In Budpet Appropriations

The Council may nake addilional appropriations during the fiscal year far unantici.
piled expenditures required of the City bul such additional approgriations shall sol ex-
cred the amount by which actuat and anticipaled revenues of Ihe year are cxceeding
the revenues as estimaled in the budget unless the appropriations are necessary to re-
lieve an emergency endangering the public health, peace or safety. The Council may
appropriate (unds in the hands of the Treasurer, providing that funds raised or collect-
«l by nd valorem tax for special purposes by a vole of (he clectorate or as a special
assessment may nol be transferred for another use.
Sectlon 6.07. Budget Control

At the beginning of each quarterly period during the fiscal yeas, and more often if
required by the Council, the City Manages shall submit to the Council data showing the
relation between e eslimaled and actual revenues and expenses Lo dale: and if it shall
appear that the revenues arc less (han antlcipated. the Councl) shall redyuce appropria-
tions, except amaunts required far debt and interest charges, 1o such a degree as may

- participating-therein- bul-wilhout the right 1o”vote upon any. decislan of the Boa

and Tarm provided in ihe general 1ax Taw of e stale, not Liler than the TasUworking—

day in February of cach year, On the first working day,in March the Asseasor shall
lum such assessment roll over to the Board of Elcvl:w. e
Section 7.06. Honrd of Review z
A Appoinlment and Qualifications. The Toard of Review shall be appoinled by the
M.\ynr subject to the approval of the Council and shall be compesed of three 13) per-
sons having the qualifications required by this Charer for officers of the Cily. who are
taxpayers of the. Cily and have been residents of the City-for not fess than three (3¢
years, and whe during their lerm of office shall not be City officers. employees, or ap-
poinlees, ur be naminees or candidates for elective City offices. The fiting by a member
of the Board of Review of his nomination petition for an elective Cily office or the fiting
0f a consent therelo shall constilule a resignalion (rom the Board of Heview. The ap-
pointment of members of such Board shall be based upon their nowledge and ex-
perience in property valuatien. The Council shall desi) three {21 year
terms and each (eem shall € January 1. C i of the of the
Hoard of Review shall be fixed by the Council. The members of said Board shall take
the constitulional oath of office which shall be filed with the City Clerk. L3
1. Meetings of the Board of Review. The Board of Review shall convene during the

- Tirst week in March of each year for the purpase of considering and corsecting the rolt).

One 111 week afler the first working day in March of cach year, the assessment roll, as
corrected. shall be open for public inspection. Notification shal) be given by first class
nuail on or about one 111 week before the meeling of the Board of Review to owners of
property according to the names of such owners and their nddresses upen the tax roll,
when theis assessed valuation is increased by the Assessor or the Board of Review by
five 158 percent or more over the siale equalized valuation for sald property a3 shown,
on the 1ax roll far 1he year preceding. Failure on the part of Ihe Assessor to give such
natice or of the owner to receive it shall nol invalidate any assessment roll or assess.
ment thereon, The Baard shall convene two (23 weeks aller the (irst working day in
March of each year, far the purpose of hearing the public. and shall continue in sesslon
far three (31 consccutive working days, provided that on the third day, 1he Board shall
remain In session until nine (9:001 o'clock P.M., and shall remain in seasion-as many
days therealter na may be required for the completion of ils dutles.
anization and Functions of the Board of nevlew On the first day of its meeting
yearstlic Board of Revie# shal) elect mt of its members chalyman_The Asses-
sor shall be Sccretary of the Board and shatt atiend its meeting wilh the pr\vl!tge of
.1
shail be the duly of the Assessor 1o keep &t permanent record of all procccdlnga “and to
enter therein alk resolutions and decisions of the Board. Such ‘record shall-be filed with_
1he City Clerk within thirty 120) days alter the adjournment of the Board. A majarity of
lhc members of the Board shall constitute a quorum. For the purpese of reviewing and
“corcecting assessments, the Board of Review shall have the same powers and perform
like dutics In all respects a5 are by Ihe general 1ax law conferred upon and requised of
beards af review in townshipa. It shall hear the 4 of all persons
themsclves agprieved by'assessments, and if it shall appear thal any person of proper-
ty bas been wrongfully assessed. o5 omitled froin the rol), the Board shall correct the
roll in such manner as il shall deem just. In all cases, the assessment roll shal) be
reviewed accarding (o the facts existing on Tax Day and no change of the status of ony
property alter sajd day shall be considered by the Board In making ils decisions. Ex.
cept as otherwise provided by Jaw, no person olher than the Noard of Heview shall
make or autharize any change upon oradditions or corrections lo the nssessment roll.
Sectlon 7.07 Endorsement of Roll » Validity

Afier the Board of Review shall complete ils review of the assessment roll, and on or
befare Ihe first Monday in April in each year. a majority of ils members shall endorse
_and sign 8 statement 1o the effect thal the same is the assessment roll of the City for
Ihe year in which it has been prepared. The omission of such endorsement shal not
alfect the validity of such roll. Upon ihe completion of sald roll and from and after mid-
night following the last day of the mecling of the Board of Review. the same shall be >4
the assessment roll of the City for City taxes o0 real and personnl property that may be

be necessary 10 keep ¢ within the revenues I is the
intent that in any fiscal year expenditures shall sol exceed revenues plus unappro-
priated surplus=fram previous years. The balance in any budget appropriation which
has.not been encumbered at e end of the fiscal year shall revert 1o the unappro-
priated surplus of the city. |
Scetian 6.08. Capital Fxpenditure 'rojectlons” - —-

The Cny Masager shat) submit to the Council at its first meeting injNavember, a live
_51.year_peojection in such detail as the Councit _Fequire an Iine major capital
rxprmhlurn oF projects It are plnnncd forthe m) N o

- of propcxl)

by Iaw and under the provisions of this Charter and shatl be conclusively
presumed by all courts and tribunals ta be valid and shnll not be st aside cxccp{ lor
causes sel forth in the genceal Jows of the State.
Section 7.08. City Clerk 1o Certify Tax Levy

Within three (3 days alter the Council has ndﬂplrd the budget for the cnsuing year,
the City Clerk shall ceriify to the Assessor Lhe fotal amount which (he Council deter.
mincs shall be ralsed by genéral tax and all amounts of special assessmenls which the
Council rmmn:d o be a.suwd or mxwd upoa nny propeny or againsi any person

secilon 6.09; ticpasilory

The Council shall designale the depoailary or depositories for Ciy funds. and shalt
provide far the regular deposit of all City money. The Council shall provide for such
security for City depasils as is anhorized or permilted by the general taws of the :mlc
Section .10, Independent Audit

An independent audit shall be made of all accaunts of the Cily In accordance wilh

Sectian 2.10 af this Charter.

. o ARTICLEVII,

N ' TAXATION *
Sectlon 7.00. Pawer to Tax and Sccure Rtevenue

1n order 1o carry out nu- prrposes. powers and duties of Cily governmen! established
by this Charler, the City mm assess. levy and nﬂlccl taxes, rents, lol)s, and excise or
apecific taxes. ——
Section 1,02, Chareler Tux ttate Liult - Annual Tax levy

The City shall Jevy an annual ad valarem tax in the manner sct forth in this Article.
Exclusive of any Jevies authorized by law 1o be made beyond charter 1ax rale limitn-
lines. the annual ad valorem (ax levy shall fol exceed the following pereentages of the
siate equatized value of all renl and persoaal propesty subject Lo taxation n the Gty

Fiscal Year Maxhnum Tax Levy

the Council. it i3 the inlent of this Charter that the Cily shall continue (o use the ser
vices of professionat planning conspltants until such time 23 cost and expedicncy dictate
otherwise, When such a department is created), the Director of Planning shall be re-
sponsible {or the Department of Planning. He shall have the duty of assisting and advis-
ing the City Manager. the Council and the Plaming Commission of the City on Cuy
planning, and he shall malntain o hensive plan of { and land use,
“The Department of Planning shall also assist and advise the Division of Zoning and
Bullding Inapection on matiers jnvolved in the enforcerient of the Zoring Ordinance of
the City and shall also ad®ise any other depatiment, commission or agency of the Cily
concerning the elfect that any action tuch department, commlssion or agency mny have
upon the plan of dcvclvprmﬂl.

19731 0.6°¢ 16 mills» -4
17425 Y gt milter G
197576 0.7+ 17 milly)
weT - 0.8% (8 mills)
N WTITR 0.8° 18 mills)
197879 0.9 9 mills)
N 1979-h0 0.9% 19 mills)
198081 sl therealles 107 €10 mills)

A. Amending Charter Tax Rate Limil. The Charter tax rate llmit may be Increased
oaly by Charter amendment sppraved by a amnjority vote of the electors of the Cuy
vollng st n general clection or a special election called for said purpesc. Such Charter
amendinent may be nrsde for general purposes or for any specially designated purpose,

Sectlon 7.09, Clty Tax tail ™~ ~
After the last day for (he meeting of the Board of Review. the Asscasor shall, upon
receiving the certification of the several amounts to be raised. as provided in the pre.
ceding section. proceed forthwith 1o sprend upon the assessment roll the several
amaunis delermined by the Council to be charged. assessed, or reasseased against per-
saas or property: and shal) also proceed 10 spread the amounts of the general City tax
according ta and in propartion to the several valuations sel forth in said assessment
-poll. For Lhe purpose of avoiding feactions In computation, the Asscssor may add to the,
amount of the severnl taxes to be rnlsm nol more than onc (1) percent: said excess
shall belong tn the City.
Section 7.10; Clty Tax Roll Certifled for € C‘oll«llcu | . .
Allcr extending the taxes aforesaid “and rol Tater than the flsst dn) of June In c:lch
year, the Assessor shal$ oertify said tax roll. and the Mayar shall annex his warrant

_ therelo. directing and requiriag the Treasurer Director of Finance - City to collect from

the scveral persans named in the said rall Lhe several sums mentloned therein opposite
their respective naus as a lax or assessmenl, and grasting to him. for the purpose of
collecting the taxcs, assessments, and charges oa such roll, al] the power and immu-

wilies | d by city treds for the of taxes under the general laws of
the state.
Sectlon 7.1, Tax Liens on Property n

The Cily taxes thus assessed shafl becomc at once a debl due to the City from the
peesans o whom (hey arc asscssed. and the amounts assessed on any inlerest in real
property’ shall on the first day of July become o lien upon such real property. and the
fien Tor such amounts and for ol) Inlcg{sl and other charges (hercon shall continue untld
paymenl thereof. All personal taxes shall also be a fiest lien. prior, supetior, and para-
mounl, upon all personal property of the persons so assessed from and after the first
day of July In each year and ahall so remain until pald, which sald 1ax llens shall tnke
precedenée over all ather claims, encumbrances and llens upon said personal propesty
whatsoever, whether created by chaltel | R Ion, levy, Judi or olher-
wise, and whether arlsing before or after the assessment of said persoml toxes, and no
transfer o personal property asscased (or taxes thercoa shall operate 16 divest of de-
stroy such lien excepl where such ncrsoml propevl)' is nclun[ly s0ld In the regutad™
enurse of retalt frade,




