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By CORINNE ABATT

The communications bar-
rier between high schools
and - colleges had another
brick knocked loose

The physical sciences de-
partment of Orchard Ridge
campus of Oakland Commu-
nity College hosted area high
school” science departmerit
chairmen for a day.

“Inter-school relationships
just don't exist.” says Dr.
Charles M. Wynn. Orchard
Ridge physical sciences de-
-partment - chairman. *“*Many
had never been on our
campus before. I gather high
school sciencé department
chairmen dont get much
chance to meet each other.™

Dr. Wynn put together the
symposium for several rea-
sons: He wanted to exchange
curriculum information,
identify problems and estab-
lish liaison between the col-
lege and many of the high
schools it draws from.

It is also part of his con-
tinuing effort to relate the
college to the community.

“The role of a community
college is up for grabs ~ it is

almost as if we are thinking
what we should do, -he says.
All high school department
chairmen who attended listed
their school's science offer-
ings and texts.
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cluded Clarencewlle Farm
ington, North Farmington,
Harrison, Our Lady of Mer-
cy. Southfield and Southfield
- Lathrup.

Other nearby schools were
Brother Rice. Bloomfield
Hills' Andover and Lahser,
Cranbrook. Detroit Country
Day, Birmingham Seaholm.
Marian, Kingswood, Novi,

Roeper -City and Country.
South Lyon, \Vest Bloomfield,
Northville and Detroit Henry
Ford.

Resource persons and
speakers were; Dr. Robert
Bowen, director of Cran-
brook Institute of Science:
Dr. LaMoine Motz. director
of science education for the
Oakland County Scheols;
Lewis Shulman, assistant su-
perintendent of Farmington

School Distriet: and adminis-
tration representatives and
physical sciences faculty of
Orchard Ridge.

The course list from each
school indicates what kinds
of courses are being offered
and the wide variety from
school to schol. Content and
what the student receives
from the course experience
are impossible to measure.

Dr. Wynn was surprised to
find independent study of-
fered at the high school lev-
el. Andover, Lahser and Ma-
rian offer a complete science
tourse of independent study.
Several more incorporate’ it
as part of course work under
different names.

*‘The whole business of in-
dependent study, which a lot
ar¢” heading toward, is not
within my personal ex-
perience.” he says - not a
criticism, but an e\ample of
what he learned via his two
way communication project.

“The mini - course is
a different concept
the old lock-step
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Mrs. Coleman
Is Speaker
On Law Day

PONTIAC

Michigan Supreme Court
Justice Mary..Coleman will
be guest speaker on May 1
for the Law Day reception to
be held by the auxiliary of
the Oakland County Bar
Assn. in the Oakland County
Court House. Pontiac.

The choir from Pontiac
Central High School will pro-
vide ‘entertainment. Mrs.
Coleman was the first wom-
an elected to the State Su-
preme Court.

The final mecting of the
auxiliary will be held May 16
in the Orchard Lake Country
Club. New officers will be in-
stalled by Mrs. D.V. Light-
hammer, president. and Mrs.

Harry Burkart, president-
clect of Lawyers Wives of
Michigan.

At that meeting, James
Van Leuven of Childrens’ Vil-
lage will be present to accept
the Auxiliary’s check from
profits of a recently-held art
auction.

AREA HIGH SCHOOL.and college science

course. I have guest - lectur-

ed at some of these short

courses on a particular sub-
jeat.”

He found from the ques-
tionnaires that many are get-
(mg into envlronmenlal
study. Only Cranbrock and
Andover have it listed under
that title, but many include it
in the course content under
another name. Both South-
field and Southfield - Lathrup
offer two courses in con-
servation.

One problem at the college
leve! for new students is
placing them in a physical
course they can handle.

OCC does have placement
exams which, Dr. Wynn
says, “can preity well tell a
student whether he should be
in the regular course or go
back to the introductory
course. One of the beauties
of a community college ~
this one, in particular - is
that we are very well
equipped to deal with a
spectrum of ability. It is
tragic when a student comes
into the wrong course. He
thinks less of himself if he's
in over his head.”

Mostly the meeting of the
high school science depart-
ment chairmen was to estab-
{ish the groundwork for com-
munications and take the
first step in letting them find
out what each was doing.

There is considerable vari-
ance in courses from school
to school. Practically all of-

teachers got a chance to meet each other and ex-'
change ideas ot an all day session held ot OCC
Orchard Ridge compus.
“Shalla, Harrison High School;

left _are: Tom
Beverly Schmit,

From

fer standard fare ~ courses
in biology,.chemistry, physic-
al sciences and physics. Sev-

en science courses were the -

smallest offering, and South-
field ‘High topped the list
with 22 followed by South-
field - Lathrup:with 18.
Pbotography is unique with
Har ‘son High; likewise geol-

_ng at Cranbrook, although

o.. ars include some geology

in other courses. Southfield
and - Southfield - Lathrup
combine in offering land-
scape and horticulture.

Farmington is the only
school listing _anthrapology.
Astronomy is offered by
Cranbrook, Oak Park and
Southfield - Lathrup; Two
electronics courses are of-
fered at North Farmiington
and three at both Southfield
and Southfield - Lathrup. But
names must be watched be-
cause Detroit Country- Day
lists a course in electronics
for scientists under the sci-
ence title.

Many teachers express an
interest in offering courses
such as environmental stud-
ies, photography, astronomy,

geology ~ even oceanography -

at Northville.

Now that Dr. Wynn has
opened the door to commu-
nication. he may plunk the
whole thing in the lap of Lar-
ry Sabboth, of Oak Park
High School, who is organ
izing the Oakland County sci-
ence committee, -

In the meantime, in the
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face of dwindling funds from
“the National Science Founda-
tion, the Orchard Ridge phy-
sical sciences department
will offer a college credit sci-
ence course to high school
students this summer. In the
past it has been largely sub-
sidized. Without available
funds, the four semester
hours will cost $40.

Professor Al Varone will
teach the high school sum-
mer science institute which,
Dr. Wynn says, “attracts the
really bright crackerjack
kids — really eager. Some-
times Varone can hardly
keep up with them.”

.Dr. Charles Wynn, Oakland
Community College, Sister Mary Delores, Mercy
High School; and Lewis Shulman, assistant super-

Although the NSF money is
way ‘down and school enroll-
ment in general is down, en-
rollment in college chemlstry
has gone up.

Dr. Wynn says, “Our most
popular course is chem-
istry.”” The reason: It leads
right into many para-medical
fields, and the jobs are there
and waiting.

Dr. Wynn will continue to
brainstorm the role of the
community college in today's
life. He promises to meet the
challenges withi more posi-
tive action such as last
week's science get-together.
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